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INTERNATIONAL, NATIONAL AND INDIA
COP24: Member countries finalise ‘Katowice package’ rules to implement
2015 Paris Climate Agreement






The UN Climate Conference (COP24) on December 14, 2018 saw the adoption of ‘Katowice
package’, the rulebook for implementation of the 2015 Paris climate agreement.
The Ministers of 200 nations reached consensus on rules after two weeks of intense
negotiations during the 24th Conference of the Parties (COP24) to the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) that took place during December 2-14, 2018 in
Katowice, Poland. The meeting was presided by Polish President, Michal Kurtyka.
The adopted guidelines package aims to encourage greater climate action ambition and
benefit people from all walks of life, especially the most vulnerable.
The UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres hailed the adoption of guidelines as a basis for a
transformative process as this will require strengthened ambition from the international
community.

Katowice package: Rulebook for implementation of 2015 Paris Climate agreement:












One of the key components is a detailed transparency framework to promote trust among
nations. It sets out how countries will provide information about Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs), including the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.
They agreed on the procedure to uniformly count the greenhouse gas emissions.
If poorer countries feel they cannot meet the standards set, they can explain why and
present a plan to build up their capacity in that regard.
The document sets a way to decide on ambitious funding targets from 2025 onwards from
the current commitment to mobilise USD 100 billion per year as of 2020 in support of
climate action in developing countries.
Nations agreed on the methodology to collectively assess the effectiveness of climate action
in 2023, and finalised the procedure to monitor and report progress on the development
and transfer of technology.
The concerns of developing nations including India and least developed nations on funding
for carbon credit were finally addressed.
The rich nations which are the main polluters agreed to pay for greening in the
underdeveloped world.
The agreed guidelines mean that countries can now establish the national systems that are
needed for implementing the Paris Agreement by 2020.

Objectives




The primary objective is to limit the global average temperature to well below 2 °C above
pre-industrial levels.
Efforts will be made to limit the temperature increase to 1.5 °C above pre-industrial levels so
that it will be possible to reduce the risks and impacts of climate change.
Parties should take action to conserve and enhance, as appropriate, sinks and reservoirs of
greenhouse gases including forests.
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With a view to contribute to sustainable development and to achieve the long term
temperature goal of 2°C, the COP established the global goal on adaptation of enhancing
adaptive capacity, strengthening resilience and reducing vulnerability to climate change.

OUTCOMES OF COP24 IN POLAND
What was agreed at COP24?




Countries settled on most of the tricky elements of the “rulebook” for putting the 2015 Paris
agreement into practice.
This includes how governments will measure, report on and verify their emissions-cutting
efforts, a key element because it ensures all countries are held to proper standards and will
find it harder to wriggle out of their commitments.
This global deal is meant for climate actions by all the countries across the globe post-2020.

UNFCCC (United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change)





It is international environmental treaty negotiated at Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992
and entered into force in 1994.
It has near universal membership as it has 196 countries and European Union (EU) as its
members.
It is parent treaty of the 1997 Kyoto Protocol which was ratified by 192 of the UNFCCC
Parties.
The ultimate objective of both treaties is to stabilize greenhouse gas (GHGs) concentrations
in atmosphere at a level that will prevent dangerous human interference with the climate
system.

RECENT COP CONFERENCES:
COP
01
20
21
22
23
24

YEAR
1995
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

COUNTRY
BERLIN, GERMANY
PERU, LIMA
PARIS
MARRAKECH, MOROCCO
BONN, GERMANY
KATOWISE , POLAND

South African President Cyril Ramaphosa to be the Chief Guest at Republic
Day Celebrations 2019





South African President Cyril Ramaphosa will be Chief Guest at India’s 70th Republic Day
celebrations on January 26, 2019.
Ramaphosa was invited to be chief guest by Prime Minister Narendra Modi when two
leaders met on sidelines of G20 summit in Buenos Aires, Argentina.
The announcement comes month after US President Donald Trump declined India’s
invitation to be chief guest. The reason citied was “scheduling constraints” of President.
The Republic Day is celebrated to honour the Constitution of India that came into effect on
January 26, 1950 replacing Government of India Act (1935) as the governing document of
India. the Digital Sky portal.

THE UNIQUE ACADEMY (CHETAN PATIL)

Page 2

CURRENT AFFAIRS DEC-JAN 2019

MPSC INTEGRATED BATCHES 2018-19

Republic Day parade


On 26 January every year, Republic Day parade is held at Rajpath, New Delhi. It is largest and
most important of the parades in India. The parade showcases India’s defence capability and
its cultural and social heritage. It is conducted under control Union Defence Ministry .

Earlier Chief guests of Republic Day parades


2017- Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan (Crown prince of Abu Dhabi), 2016- Francois
Hollande (President of France), 2015-Barack Obama (US President), 2014- Shinzo Abe
(Japanese Prime Minister), 2013-Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck (King of Bhutan), 2012Yingluck Shinawatra (Then Prime Minister of Thailand), 2011- Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono
(Then President of Indonesia).

INDIA’S LONGEST RAILROAD BRIDGE


The Bogibeel bridge is India’s longest railroad bridge. It was inaugurated recently.

Salient features :





The bridge is 4.94 km long in length. The double decker rail and road bridge, on the
Bramhaputra river, will cut down the train-travel time between Tinsukia in Assam to
Naharlagun town of Arunachal Pradesh by more than 10 hours.
Built by the Indian Railways, the double-decker bridge is strong enough to withstand
movement of heavy military tanks.
The Bogibeel bridge will connect the south bank of the Brahmaputra river in Assam’s
Dibrugarh district with Silapathar in Dhemaji district, bordering Arunachal Pradesh.
The railways have reduced the distance between Dhemaji and Dibrugarh from 500 Kms to
100 kms with the completion of the project.

Significance of the Bogibeel Bridge:







The bridge spanning the River Brahmaputra between Dibrugarh and Dhemaji districts of
Assam is of immense economic and strategic significance.
This bridge is a marvel of engineering and technology.
This bridge reduces distances between Assam and Arunachal Pradesh.
This bridge would greatly enhance “ease of living” in the region.
The bridge is 4.94 km long and is India’s longest railroad bridge.
Since Dibrugarh is an important centre of healthcare, education and commerce in the
region, and the people living north of the Brahmaputra, can now access this city, more
conveniently.

Background:




Construction of the Bogibeel Bridge was agreed by the government as part of a 1985
agreement to end years of deadly agitation by Assamese nationalist groups.
The Bogibeel project was a part of the 1985 Assam Accord and was sanctioned in 1997-98.
The Bogibeel Bridge, which will have a serviceable period of around 120 years, is India’s only
fully welded bridge for which European welding standards were adhered to for the first time
in the country.
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106th INDIAN SCIENCE CONGRESS (ISC)-2019





World’s largest science meet ‘Indian Science Congress (ISC)-2019’ will be held from 3rd to
7th January 2019, in Jalandhar, Punjab.
Theme of ISC – Future India: Science and Technology
“Government’s aim is to deliver the benefits of Science & Technology to the last man in the
society and scientists being a pivot should put their heart and soul into finding new solutions
to the problems facing the nation and improve the quality of life of common man”.
It is the only second time for a University of Punjab to organize their herculean science
spectacle.

Background:







The Indian Science Congress Association (ISCA) owes its origin to the foresight and initiative
of two British Chemists, namely, Professor J.L. Simonsen and Professor P.S. MacMohan.
To advance and promote the cause of science in India.
To hold an annual congress at a suitable place in India.
To publish such proceedings, journals, transactions and other publications as may be
considered desirable.
To secure and manage funds and endowments for the promotion of Science.
The first meeting of the Congress was held from January 15-17, 1914 at the premises of the
Asiatic Society, Calcutta.

PM Modi to rename three islands in Andaman and Nicobar after Netaji
Subash Chandra Bose




Prime Minister Narendra Modi will rename three islands of Andaman and Nicobar after
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose on December 30, 2018. These three islands are - Ross Island,
Neil Island and Havelock Island.
These islands will be renamed during PM Modi’s visit to Port Blair to mark the 75th
Anniversary of hoisting of the National Flag at Port Blair by freedom fighter Subhash Chandra
Bose.

Renaming of islands:



Island

New Name

Ross Island

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Island

Neil Island

Shaheed Dweep

Havelock Island

Swaraj Dweep

Bose had hoisted the flag at Port Blair on December 30, 1943, as he believed that Port Blair
was the first territory to be freed from British rule. This was done after the Japenese
captured that area during the time of the Second World War.
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Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose:










Born on January 23, 1897, Bose tried to free India from the British rule with the help of
Imperial Japan and Nazi Germany but had failed in his attempt.
In 1938 and 1939, Netaji served the Indian National Congress as its President. But later, he
was ousted from the party due to his differences with Mahatma Gandhi.
After expulsion from Congress, he was placed under house arrest by the British. Later in
1940, he escaped from India.
In 1941, he went to Germany where he established Free India Centre and another Free India
Centre in Berlin with the help of German funds.
During his stay in Germany, he formed a Free India Legion to aid in a possible future German
land invasion of India. The group was formed with the participation of some 3000 people
comprising of Indians who were captured by Erwin Rommel's Afrika Korps.
Later in 1943, he moved to Japan and revamped the Indian National Army (INA) with
Japanese support. INA was a group of Indian soldiers from the British-Indian army who were
captured in the Battle of Singapore.
As per reports, Bose died when his plane crashed in Taiwan. However, several Indians don’t
believe that he died in the crash or even the crash had occurred.

Famous slogans given by the Subhash Chandra Bose:
 Jai hind Give me Blood and I shall give your freedom. , Ittefaq, etemad, Qurbani, dilli
Chalo

NITI Aayog releases Sustainable Development Goals Index







The NITI Aayog has released a first-of-its-kind Sustainable Development Goals index released
on 21st December 2018. According to the SDG Index, Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, and Tamil
Nadu have been ranked on top 3 positions and are on track to achieve the UN Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG).
The recently released Sustainable Development Goals Index aims to promote healthy
competition among States by evaluating their progress in social, economic and
environmental terms that will help India in achieving the UN Sustainable Development Goals
(SDG) by 2030.
Based on the performance of the States and UTs across 13 of the 17 identified SDGs, a score
ranging between 0 and 100 has been assigned to each of them in the index.
The index considered only 13 out of 17 goals because of non-availability of data at the state
level. The average Indian score in the SDG index is 57 and varies between 42 and 69 for the
States and between 57 and 68 for UTs.

Qatar to leave OPEC from January 2019




Qatar has announced its withdrawal from Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC) from January 2019 and focus more on the production of natural gas. It makes Qatar
first Gulf country to leave OPEC bloc of oil-producing countries led by Saudi Arabia.
Qatar has been member of OPEC since 1961 and its decision to pull out after more than five
decades comes at turbulent time in Gulf politics.
It is under boycott from its neighbouring gulf allies including Saudi Arabia for 18 months
(since August 2017).
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Salient features :




Qatar is the world’s largest exporter of liquified natural gas (LPG) and 17th largest producer
of crude oil (around 600,000 barrels per day). It also only holds around 2% of the world’s
global oil reserves.
The withdrawal decision reflects Qatar’s desire to focus its efforts on plans to develop and
increase its natural gas production from 77 million tonnes per year to 110 million tonnes in
the coming years.
Being part of OPEC its oil production was steady with limited prospects for increases. Since
2013, amount of oil Qatar produced has steadily declined from about 728,000 barrels per
day (2013) to about 607,000 barrels per day (2017), or just under 2% of OPEC’s total output.

STATES
Odisha’s Kandhamal Haldi to get GI tag




Odisha’s Kandhamal Haldi (turmeric) will soon get Geographical Indications (GI) tag. It is a
few steps away from receiving this tag.
Its registration was moved by Kandhamal Apex Spices Association for Marketing and was
accepted under sub-section (1) of Section 13 of Geographical Indications of Goods
(Registration and Protection) Act, 1999.
Kandhamal Haldi is famous for its healing properties. It is main cash crop of tribal people in
Kandhamal. Apart from domestic use, it is also used for cosmetic and medicinal purposes.

Salient features :




The golden yellow spice, named after the district where it is produced, has been cultivated
since time immemorial and is known for its medicinal value.
Turmeric is the main cash crop of tribal people in Kandhamal. Apart from domestic use,
turmeric is also used for cosmetic and medicinal purposes.
More than 60,000 families (nearly 50% of Kandhamal population) are engaged in growing
the variety. The crop is sustainable in adverse climatic conditions.

Geographical Indication (GI)







GI tag is name or sign used on certain products which correspond to specific geographical
location or origin. It is used for agricultural, natural and manufactured goods having special
quality and established reputation.
The purpose of GI tag enables stakeholders to authenticate their production while earning a
premium and derive an improved livelihood.
The goods and products having tag are recognised for their origin, quality and reputation
and gives it required edge in global market. It also ensures that none can use their name,
giving them exclusivity.
The registration of GI is valid for 10 years after which it needs to be renewed. Violation of GI
tags is punishable offence under law.
GI is covered as element of intellectual property rights (IPRs) under Paris Convention for
Protection of Industrial Property.
At international level, GI is governed by WTO’s Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS).

THE UNIQUE ACADEMY (CHETAN PATIL)

Page 6

CURRENT AFFAIRS DEC-JAN 2019



MPSC INTEGRATED BATCHES 2018-19

In India, GI tag Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection Act), 1999
governs it.
This Act is administered by Controller General of Patents, Designs and Trade Marks, who is
also Registrar of Geographical Indications and is based in Chennai, Tamil Nadu.

Postage Stamp on Rajkumar Shukla, associated with the Champaran
Satyagraha, released



The Department of Post has issued a Commemorative Postage Stamp on Rajkumar Shukla in
New Delhi on 18th December 2018.
The stamp was released as a tribute to the contribution made by Rajkumar Shukla in the
launch of Champaran Satyagraha in the year 1917.

About Rajkumar Shukla:






Raj Kumar Shukla was born on 23rd August 1875 in Satwaria village of Champaran in Bihar.
He a famous Indigo cultivator of Champaran and as he was a money lender as well.
He rose to fame for his close association with Gandhiji during the Champaran Satyagraha.
Raj Kumar Shukla convinced Mahatma Gandhi to visit Champaran, which was was a turning
point in India’s struggle for independence.
Earlier also, the Department of Posts had released a postage stamp in the year 2000 to
commemorate the 125th birth anniversary of Pandit Raj Kumar Shukla.
The Department of Posts has been issuing postage stamps to honour and to pay a tribute to
the important personalities who made a great contribution to public life especially the
freedom fighters of India.
The total number of such stamps released this year has reached 43 with the issuance of this
postage stamp.

15th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas begins at Varanasi







The 15th edition of the Pravasi Bhartiya Divas (PBD) began at Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh on
January 21, 2019, giving a chance to the Indian diaspora to participate in the ongoing
Kumbha Mela.
For the first time in the history of Pravasi Bhartiya Diwas, the event is being held in Varanasi,
the cultural and spiritual capital of India.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will formally inaugurate the event on January 22, 2019, along
with his Mauritian counterpart Pravind Jugnauth, the Chief Guest of the event.
Around 6,000 non-resident Indians (NRIs) are expected to take part in the three-day event.
Theme – ‘Role of Indian Diaspora in building New India’.

Salient features :




The Youth Pravasi Bhartiya Divas and Uttar Pradesh Pravasi Bhartiya Divas were held on
the opening day itself that is on January 21, 2019. The young diaspora will engage with its
counterparts back home in India.
Information and Broadcasting Minister, Rajyavardhan Rathore inaugurated several
exhibitions including a digital exhibition on the theme of 'Ek Bharat Swacch Bharat: Sardar
Patel and Gandhi ke Sapno ka Bharat’, intended towards the PBD.
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The Day will be jointly organised by the Union Ministry of External Affairs in association with
the Uttar Pradesh government.
The Nodal Officer of the 15th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas is Deepak Agrawal, Commissioner of
Varanasi Division.
The main convention center of PBD 2019 is the Deen Dayal Trade Facilitation Centre at Bada
Lalpur, Varanasi. The entire campus has been decorated with the theme of 'Kashi Culture'
depicting famous ghats, temples and the ethos of the most ancient living city.
The valedictory address and Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Awards will be given away by the
President Ram Nath Kovind on January 23, 2019.

MAHARASHTRA
State of Maharashtra’s Agribusiness and Rural Transformation (SMART)
Project






The objective of project is to create and support value chains in post-harvest segments of
agriculture, facilitate agribusiness investment, stimulate SMEs within the value chain.
It will also support resilient agriculture production systems, expand access to new and
organised markets for producers and enhance private sector participation in the
agribusiness.
The project will be implemented in 10,000 villages of total 40,913 villages in states with
objective to achieve sustainable farming within the next three years. It will cover almost
one-fourth of Maharashtra.
Its focus is on villages which are reeling under worst agriculture crisis compounded by lack of
infrastructure and assured value chains to channelise farm produce.
The project will be implemented in 10,000 villages comprising 10,000 gram panchayats
which were shortlisted by state government based on multiple parameters of socioeconomic backwardness in terms of development and growth.

Significance




The project is giant step towards transformation of rural economy and empowerment of
farmers and also sustainable agriculture through public-private partnership (PPP) model.
It seeks to sure higher production of crops and create robust market mechanism to enable
farmers to reap higher remunerations for the yield.
It unites agriculture-oriented corporates and farmers by providing them common platform.

Vedangi Kulkarni: Indian woman becomes fastest Asian to cycle the Globe



A 20-year-old Pune woman Vedangi Kulkarni has become the fastest Asian to cycle the
globe. She has completed the 29,000 km distance required to qualify as bicycling across the
globe.
She has spent 159 days peddling up to 300 km a day in 14 countries. The world record is in
the name of British adventurer Jenny Graham (38) who had cycled the globe in 124 days in
2018.

Her Journey


She started off from Perth. She cycled across Australia to reach Brisbane. From Brisbane, she
flew to Wellington, New Zealand, for cycling the entire country north to south.
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Then she took a flight across the International Date Line to Western Canada’s Vancouver.
From Vancouver, she travelled eastward till Halifax.
Then she flew to Europe and started from Iceland and later cycled through Portugal, Spain
France, Belgium, Germany, Denmark, Sweden and Finland to enter Russia. From Russia, she
flew to India for doing the last 4,000 km.
From India, she will now fly to Australia and cycle 15 Km to reach the place from where she
had started, to complete her journey.
Vedangi lugged the cycle with the heavy luggage that includes cycle tools, camping
equipment and clothing in desolate stretches all alone and did not have anyone
accompanying her for over 80 per cent of the route.

POLITY
AMENDMENTS TO THE CITIZENSHIP RULES, 2009


Union Home Ministry has notified amendments to the Citizenship Rules, 2009. The Centre
has made the changes under Section 18 of the Citizenship Act, 1955.

Changes:



The amendments seek to include a separate column in the citizenship form for applicants
belonging to six minority communities from Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh.
Under the amendments, a separate entry in the form will ask the applicant: “Do you belong
to one of the minority communities from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan — Hindus,
Sikhs, Buddhists, Parsis, Sikhs and Christians?”

What necessitated this?



The contentious Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2016, is pending in Parliament. A
parliamentary committee has been examining the Bill.
It has run into strong resistance in Assam because it will pave the way for giving citizenship
mostly to illegal Hindu migrants from Bangladesh in Assam, who came after March 1971, in
violation of the 1985 Assam Accord.

What is the Citizenship Amendment Bill 2016?






The Citizenship Amendment Bill was proposed in Lok Sabha on July 19, amending the
Citizenship Act of 1955.
If this Bill is passed in Parliament, illegal migrants from certain minority communities coming
from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, and Pakistan will then be eligible for Indian citizenship.
In short, illegal migrants belonging to the Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, Parsi or Christian
religious communities from Afghanistan, Bangladesh or Pakistan would not be imprisoned or
deported.
Moreover, these citizens gain permanent citizenship after six years of residency in India
instead of 11 years — as mentioned in the Citizenship Act (1955).
The registration of Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) cardholders may get cancelled if they
violate any law.

What is the Citizenship Act 1995?


Under Article 9 of the Indian Constitution, a person who voluntarily acquires citizenship of
any other country is no longer an Indian citizen.
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Citizenship by descent: Persons born outside India on or after January 26, 1950, but before
December 10, 1992, are citizens of India by descent if their father was a citizen of India at
the time of their birth.
From December 3, 2004, onwards, persons born outside of India shall not be considered
citizens of India unless their birth is registered at an Indian consulate within one year of the
date of birth.
In Section 8 of the Citizenship Act 1955, if an adult makes a declaration of renunciation of
Indian citizenship, he loses Indian citizenship.

Who is an illegal immigrant?
 According to the Citizenship Act (1955), an illegal immigrant is defined as a person who
enters India without a valid passport or stays in the country after the expiry of the visa
permit. Also, the immigrant who uses false documents for the immigration process.

NEW HIGH COURT FOR ANDHRA PRADESH




In pursuance of article 214 of the Constitution and the Order issued by the Supreme Court of
India and in exercise of powers conferred under clause (a) of sub-section (1) of section 30,
sub-section (1) of section 31 and sub-section (2) of section 31 of the Andhra Pradesh
Reorganisation Act, 2014, the President has constituted a separate High Court for the State
of Andhra Pradesh, namely, the High Court of Andhra Pradesh, from the 1st day of January,
2019 with the principal seat of such High Court at Amaravati in the State of Andhra Pradesh
and the High Court of Judicature at Hyderabad shall become the High Court for the State of
Telangana.
The new High Court for Andhra Pradesh will be the 25th High Court in the country. The new
Andhra HC is expected to function from a temporary structure in Amaravati till a permanent
building is set up at the ‘Justice City’ being planned in Amaravati.

Constitutional provisions related to High Court in India:






Article 214 provides that every State shall have a High Court, however, Article 231 states
that Article 214 shall not be a bar for constituting a common high court for two or more
States.
Only Parliament may by law establish a Common High Court for two or more States. This
means that, unless Parliament by law establishes a Common High Court for two or more
States, every State has to have a High Court, i.e., upon formation of a new State a new High
Court is also formed.
Article 216 provides that every High Court shall consist of a Chief Justice and such other
number of judges as the President may from time to time deem necessary to appoint.
Article 217 relates to appointment of HC judges.

Justice T B N Radhakrishnan sworn in as first Chief Justice of Telangana HC



Justice Thottathil Bhaskaran Nair Radhakrishnan was on January 1, 2019 sworn in as the first
Chief Justice of the Telangana High Court.
The oath to the office was administered to Justice Radhakrishnan by Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh Governor ESL Narasimhan at a ceremony held at Raj Bhavan. The ceremony was
attended by Telangana Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao and other judges, lawyers and
senior government officials.
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With this, the state of Telangana will have its first independent high court.

Salient features :








Prior to this, Justice Radhakrishnan had been serving as the Chief Justice of the High Court of
Judicature at Hyderabad for both the states of Telangana and Andhra Pradesh since July
2018.
Following his swearing in, the Chief Justice administered the oath of office to 12 justices of
Telangana High Court on the premises of the High Court.
The state’s Governor ESL Narasimhan then left for Vijayawada to administer the oath to
Justice Praveen Kumar, who has become the new acting Chief Justice of the Andhra Pradesh
High Court.
With the move, the separate high courts for the two Telugu states – Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana became functional.
Till recently, the High Court of Judicature at Hyderabad had been serving as a common high
court of the two states since June 2014 when Andhra Pradesh was bifurcated to carve out
Telangana.

T.B.N. Radhakrishnan:






Justice Thottathil B. Radhakrishnan enrolled as an advocate in December 1983 and started
practising in Thiruvananthapuram.
Later, he shifted to the High Court of Kerala at Kochi where he practised in civil,
constitutional and administrative matters.
He was appointed as a Permanent Judge of the Kerala High Court on October 14, 2004.
In July 2018, he was appointed as the Chief Justice of the High Court of Judicature at
Hyderabad for both the states of Telangana and Andhra Pradesh.
He has now been appointed as the first Chief Justice of the Telangana High Court for the
state of Telangana.

Supreme Court gets two new Judges:


In exercise of the powers conferred by clause (2) of Article 124 of the Constitution of India,
the President has appointed Shri Justice Sanjiv Khanna, judge of the Delhi high court and Shri
Justice Dinesh Maheshwari, chief justice of the Karnataka high court, to be a judge of the
Supreme Court of India. Their names had been recommended by the collegium.

What is the collegium system of appointment of judges?



The collegium system was commissioned by two judgments of the Supreme Court in 1990s.
It has no mention in the original Constitution of India or its successive amendments.
In the Third Judges case (1998), the Supreme Court opined that the chief justice of India
should consult a collegium of four senior most judges of the Supreme Court and even if two
judges give an adverse opinion, he should not send the recommendation to the government.
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Eligibility to become a Supreme Court judge:



To become a judge of the Supreme court, an individual should be an Indian citizen. The
norms relating to the eligibility has been envisaged in the Article 124 of the Indian
Constitution.
In terms of age, a person should not exceed 65 years of age. The person should serve as a
judge of one high court or more (continuously), for at least five years or the person should
be an advocate in the High court for at least 10 years or a distinguished jurist.

Is the collegium’s recommendation final and binding?



The collegium sends its final recommendation to the President of India for approval. The
President can either accept it or reject it.
In the case it is rejected, the recommendation comes back to the collegium. If the collegium
reiterates its recommendation to the President, then he/she is bound by that
recommendation.

NJAC and other efforts to reform:







The collegium system has come under a fair amount of criticism.
In 2015, the parliament passed a law to replace the collegium with a National Judicial
Appointments Commission (NJAC).
This was struck down as unconstitutional by the supreme court, in the Fourth Judges’ Case,
as the new system would undermine the independence of the judiciary.
Putting the old system of the collegium back, the court invited suggestions, even from the
general public, on how to improve the collegium system, broadly along the lines of – setting
up an eligibility criteria for appointments, a permanent secretariat to help the collegium sift
through material on potential candidates, infusing more transparency into the selection
process, grievance redressal and any other suggestion not in these four categories, like
transfer of judges.
This resulted in the court asking the government and the collegium to finalize the
memorandum of procedure incorporating the above.

GOVERNMENT SCHEMES
PRASAD Scheme: Centre includes Gangotri, Yamunotri in Uttarakhand,
Amarkantak in MP and Parasnath in Jharkhand


Union Government has included Gangotri and Yamunotri in Uttrarakhand, Amarkantak in
Madhya Pradesh and Parasnath in Jharkhand under Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual,
Heritage Augmentation Drive (PRASAD) to develop pilgrimage and heritage destinations in
the country. With the new additions, the number of sites under PRASAD has now reached to
41 in 25 states.

THE UNIQUE ACADEMY (CHETAN PATIL)

Page 12

CURRENT AFFAIRS DEC-JAN 2019

MPSC INTEGRATED BATCHES 2018-19

PRASAD Scheme


It was launched in 2014-15 by Union Ministry of Tourism. It aims at integrated development
of pilgrimage destinations in planned, prioritised and sustainable manner to provide
complete religious tourism experience. It focuses on the development and beautification of
the identified pilgrimage destinations.

Objectives



Harness pilgrimage tourism for its direct and multiplier effect upon employment generation
and economic development.
Enhance tourist attractiveness in sustainable manner by developing world class
infrastructure in the religious destinations. It also seeks to promote local art, culture,
handicraft, cuisine, etc.

Infrastructure development under this scheme includes



Development of entry points (road, rail and water transport), last mile connectivity, basic
tourism facilities like Information/interpretation centers, ATM/ money exchange.
Development of eco-friendly modes of transport, lighting and illumination with renewable
energy sources, drinking water, parking, toilets, waiting rooms, first aid centers, craft
bazars/haats/souvenir shops/cafeteria, rain shelters, telecom facilities, internet connectivity
etc.

Funding



Under it, Ministry of Tourism provides Central Financial Assistance (CFA) to State
Governments for promoting tourism at identified destinations.
For components within public funding under this scheme, Central Government will provide
100% fund. For improved sustainability of project, it also seeks to involve Public Private
Partnership (PPP) and Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) as well.

Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) extended to all poor households








The central Government has decided to extend the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY)
to all poor households in the country.
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) is the government’s flagship programme to provide
free cooking gas (LPG) connections. The PMUY scheme targets to reach out to provide free
LPG connections to 80 million families by 2020.
With the expansion of the PMUY scheme, all the poor households can avail the benefit from
PMUY and it will not be mandatory to be part of the Socio-Economic Caste Census (SECC) list
or the seven identified categories under the programme to be eligible for the scheme.
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) was launched in May 2016. The initial target set for
the scheme was to provide 50 million LPG connections to below poverty line (BPL) families
by 2019, by giving financial assistance of Rs 1600 per family.
Till now, Under PMUY schemes 58.5 million connections have been given across 715
districts. As per the government data, About 80 per cent of the beneficiaries come back for a
second refill and about 45 per cent take three or more refills annually. The government has
also recently launched LPG Panchayats to promote the PMUY scheme.
The vision behind the scheme: The successful implementation of the scheme will ensure
universal coverage of cooking gas in India, which will help in women empowerment and also
will protect their health. The time spent on cooking and drudgery will reduce. Additionally, it
will also generate employment for youth in the rural areas in the supply chain of LPG.
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NATIONAL E-VIDHAN APPLICATION (NEVA) PROJECT


Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs and Water Resources, River Development and
Ganga Rejuvenation, gave details on the status of implementation of National e-Vidhan
Application (NeVA) Project.

e-Vidhan:





It is a Mission Mode Project (MMP) comes under the Digital India Programme.
Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs (MoPA) is the ‘Nodal Ministry’ for its implementation in all
the 31 States/UTs with Legislatures.
The funding for e-Vidhan is provided by the MoPA and technical support by Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology (MietY).
The funding of NeVA is through Central Sponsored Scheme i.e. 60:40; and 90:10 for North
East & hilly States and 100% for UTs.

Aim of NeVA:
 It aims to bring all the legislatures of the country together, in one platform thereby creating
a massive data depository without having the complexity of multiple applications.

Highlights of NeVA:







Paperless Assembly or e-Assembly is a concept involving of electronic means to facilitate the
work of Assembly.
It enables automation of entire law making process, tracking of decisions and documents,
sharing of information.
Through the cloud technology (Meghraj), data deployed can be accessed anywhere at any
time.
The live webcasting of Lok Sabha TV and Rajya Sabha TV is also available on this application.
Doordarshan has already been enabled with provision to incorporate similar facility in
respect of State Legislatures.
Himachal Pradesh is already the first Digital Legislature of the country.

Central Project Monitoring Unit (CPMU) and Detailed Project Report (DPR):




The CPMU under MoPA, is responsible for reviewing the financial and technical progress of
the project. The State will prepare detailed project report (DPR) and gap analysis report.
State level project monitoring committee will carry out the technical scrutiny and financial
scrutiny of the DPR and after final approval of the same will be send to the MoPA for
approval.
After the technical and financial scrutiny, funds will be released for project implementation.

State Government’s Role in the implementation of e-Vidhan:





The State Government will appoint a Secretary level officer to be designated as the nodal
officer/representative for e-Vidhan implementation in the State Legislature(s).
State Government will bear the funds required for running of e-Vidhan MMP after 3 years.
The State Government will ensure capacity building for the effective implementation of eVidhan MMP module.
State Government/Legislature will undertake maintenance and replacement of ICT
equipment after 3 years.
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International Day of Persons with Disabilities observed globally


The International Day of Persons with Disabilities was observed globally on December 3,
2018 with the theme “Empowering persons with disabilities and ensuring inclusiveness and
equality”.



The international day aims to promote the rights of persons with disabilities in all spheres of
society and development.



It also aims to increase awareness of the situation of persons with disabilities in every
aspect of life, be it political, social, economic or cultural.



This year’s theme focuses on empowering persons with disabilities for an inclusive, equitable
and sustainable development as part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The
2030 Agenda pledges to “leave no one behind”.

World Soil Day observed globally with theme 'Be the Solution to Soil
Pollution'


5 December: World Soil Day



The World Soil Day was observed across the world on December 5, 2018. The day is
observed annually to highlight the importance of healthy soil and advocate for the
sustainable management of soil resources.
2018 Theme: The theme of the day this year is ’Be the Solution to Soil Pollution’.
The campaign aims to raise awareness regarding soil pollution and call people
to #StopSoilPollution. As pollution rises across the world, the soil is also getting affected.
Around one-third of global soils have already degraded.
Soil pollution can be invisible and seems far away but everyone everywhere is affected due
to it.
With the population expected to reach 9 billion by 2050, soil pollution is a worldwide
problem that is not only leading to the degradation of soil across the globe but is also
resulting in the poisoning of food, water and air.
Soils have a great potential to filter and buffer contaminants, degrading and attenuating the
negative effects of pollutants, but its capacity is finite.









Cause:




Most of the pollutants originate from human activities such as unsustainable farming
practices, industrial activities and mining, untreated urban waste and other nonenvironmental friendly practices.
With the evolution of technology, scientists have been able to identify previously
undetected pollutants, however, these technological improvements have also led to the
release of new contaminants into the environment.

What has India done to prevent soil pollution?
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The Union Government has launched nationwide the soil health card scheme to take care of
soil health for the first time in a uniform manner to evaluate the soil fertility across the
country.
According to the Union Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare, over 15 crore soil
health cards have been distributed to the farmers across the country.
The soil health card provides information to the farmers on the fertility status of their soil
and enables them to apply soil health card based recommended dosages of fertilizers
including micro-nutrients, bio-fertilizers, manures as well as soil ameliorants.
The card is helpful in checking the declining fertility of agriculture land and improve the
fertility of soils to increase productivity besides enhancing farmers income.

Human Rights Day 2018 observed across the world
10 December: Human Rights Day





The Human Rights Day 2016 was observed across the world on December 10, 2018 to
commemorate the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
The day aims at promoting and raising awareness of the two Covenants of Human Rights
Day.
They are: International Covenant on Economic Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR).
Theme 2018: The Theme of the 2018 Human Rights Day was ‘Let's stand up for equality,
justice and human dignity’.

70th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights






This year, Human Rights Day marked the 70th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, a document that proclaimed the rights which everyone is essentially entitled
to as a human being regardless of race, colour, religion, sex, language, national or social
origin, property, or birth.
The Declaration was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in Paris on December
10, 1948 as a common standard of achievement for all peoples and all nations.
It was drafted by representatives with different legal and cultural backgrounds from all
regions of the world.
The Universal Declaration is the most translated document in the world, available in more
than 500 languages.

When and why was the Day proclaimed?





The Human Rights Day commemorates the day on which the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948.
In 1950, the Assembly passed resolution 423 (V), inviting all States and interested
organisations to observe 10 December of each year as Human Rights Day.
UNGA in December 1993 created the mandate of High Commissioner for the promotion and
protection of all human rights.
The first Human Rights Day was celebrated in 1950.
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APPOINTMENTS

Brijendra Pal Singh nominated as President of FTII






The Union Ministry of Information and Broadcasting on December 13, 2018 nominated 'CID'
Director-producer Brijendra Pal Singh as the new President of Film and Television Institute of
India (FTII) and as the Chairman of FTII Governing Council.
The nomination was made by the Ministry under Rule 3 and Rule 22 of the Rules of the FTII.
Singh is at present the Vice Chairman of the FTII Governing Council.
Once appointed, Singh’s tenure will be for the remaining period of 3 years block starting
from March 4, 2017 as per the provisions of Rule 6(1) of the Rules of FTII, Pune.
The position of Chairman of FTII was left vacant after actor Anupam Kher stepped down in
October 2018, citing international film and TV assignments.

Brijendra Pal Singh:






BP Singh is an FTII alumnus of 1970-73 batch who specialised in film cinematography.
He is the Producer- Director of popular TV serial ‘CID’ which recently completed a record 21
years of successful run on SONY TV.
In 2004, he made his entry into the Limca Book of Records for taking a single continuous
shot of 111 minutes to mark the completion of six years of CID.
He was the Chairperson of FTII Academic Council during 2014-2017.
It was his vision to launch FTII's countrywide film education outreach initiative ‘SKIFT’
(Skilling India in Film and Television) in May 2017 which saw nearly 120 short courses
conducted in over 24 cities and towns across India, touching nearly 5000 learners so far.

Film and Television Institute of India (FTII)






Established in 1960, FTII is considered as a premier institute for training in Cinema and
Television. It is an autonomous institute under the Union Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting and is aided by the Central Government.
It is situated on the premises of the erstwhile Prabhat Film Company in Pune. FTII is a
member of the International Liaison Centre of Schools of Cinema and Television (CILECT), an
organisation of the world's leading schools of film and television .
It has been accorded the status of Institute of National Importance by the Union
Government. It boasts of notable alumni such as Naseeruddin Shah, Shabana Azmi, Om Puri,
Jaya Bachchan, among others.

Shaktikanta Das assumes charge as 25th Governor of Reserve Bank of India



Shaktikanta Das, Member of the 15th Finance Commission, on December 13, 2018 assumed
charge as the 25th Governor of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).
The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet, headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
made his appointment on December 12, 2018, within 24 hours of Urjit Patel’s sudden
resignation as RBI Governor. Das will have a three-year term.
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He currently represents India at the G-20 as a Sherpa, representatives of leaders of G20
member countries who coordinate on the agenda of the summit.

Das’s role in Governement’s demonitisation move:




Shaktikanta Das gained spotlight in late 2016 following the disruptive ‘Demonetisation’
move of the Narendra Modi Government.
Das was Secretary in the Department of Economic Affairs when Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced the currency ban.
Post demonetisation, Das became a familiar face during government press conferences
where he defended Centre’s move that banning Rs 500 and Rs 1000 notes would clean-up
the black economy, reduce counterfeit money and spur digital payments.

Das to address upcoming challenges







Das joins the RBI at a time when Indian Economy is facing major challenge of constant
depreciation of domestic currency ‘Rupee’. The rupee ended 53 paise lower, at Rs 71.87
against the US dollar on December 11, 2018.
Another challenge for Das is to gather the support of RBI executives such as Deputy
Governor Viral Acharya, who earlier showed his dismay against Government’s interference
in the central bank.
Note : With his appointment, Das joins the list of RBI Governors who were bureaucrats, the
latest being Raghuram Rajan.
Earlier such Governors were D Subbarao, Y V Reddy, Bimal Jalan, S Venkitaramanan, R N
Malhotra, Manmohan Singh, I G Patel, K R Puri and LK Jha.

Shaktikanta Das






He is a 1980 batch Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer from the Tamil Nadu cadre.
He served in the north block as Joint Secretary (Finance Expenditure) in 2008.
He was appointed as Fertilizer Secretary in December 2013. Prior to that, he was Special
Secretary at Department of Economic Affairs in the Ministry of Finance.
Das was appointed as Member of the 15th Finance Commission as well as India’s Sherpa for
the G20 after retirement.
Das holds degrees of graduation and post-graduation in History from the Delhi University.
He later pursued a financial management course from IIM Bangalore.

Sonam Kapoor named PETA India's Person of the Year for 2018



Sonam Kapoor, a vegan, has been named People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA)
India's Person of the Year for 2018.
"Whether she's enjoying vibrant vegan meals or rallying her fans to do their part to stop
animal suffering, Sonam Kapoor never hesitates to help animals any way she can," said PETA
India Associate Director Sachin Bangera in a statement.

Salient features :
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Sonam Kapoor has been known to be an advocate for animal rights. She is a vegan herself
and keeps animal skin out of her handbag line for her fashion brand Rheson, apart from
taking other action for the welfare of animals.
In 2016, the actress was named PETA India's Hottest Vegetarian Celebrity and she earned a
Compassionate Business Award from the group a year later for her cruelty-free handbag
line.
Her past animal advocacy efforts include urging the Minister of Environment, Forests and
Climate Change not to revoke the ban on classroom dissection for university life science and
zoology students.
She had also been at the forefront to call for a Maharashtra-wide ban on the glass-coated
manja, which harms and kills birds as they get entangled in it.
She had also donated "kind kites" to children to help prevent injuries from manja.
In addition, she frequently speaks out for animals on social media.
The past recipients of the PETA India's Person of the Year Award include Anushka Sharma,
Sunny Leone, Shashi Tharoor, former Supreme Court Justice KS Panicker Radhakrishnan a
Kapil Sharma, Hema Malini, R. Madhavan and Jacqueline Fernandez.

About PETA:







People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) is the largest animal rights organisation
in the world, with more than 6.5 million members and supporters.
PETA mainly focuses its attention on four areas, in which the greatest number of animals
suffer intensely, that too for the longest period of time:- Laboratories- Food industryClothing trade- Entertainment industry
The organisation works on a variety of other issues as well including the cruel killing of
rodents, birds, and other animals who are often considered “pests” as well as cruelty to
domesticated animals.
The organisation works through public education, cruelty investigations, research, animal
rescue, legislation, special events, celebrity involvement, and protest campaigns.

Urjit Patel resigns as RBI Governor: How Indian Economy fared under Urjit
Patel?




Urjit Patel on December 10, 2018 resigned as the Governor of the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) with immediate effect, citing personal reasons.
With his resignation, Patel became the first RBI governor since 1990 to resign before the
completion of the term. Patel’s three-year term was to end in September 2019.
Urjit Patel completed two years as the Governor of the RBI in September 2018. During these
two years, Patel dealt with the aftermath of demonetisation, oversaw a turn in the
monetary policy cycle and undertook various major initiatives to boost the Indian economy.
Have a look at some of them: DEMONISATION, TURNS IN MONETARY POLICY STANCE,
BATTLE AGAINST NPA’S THROUGH BANKRUPTY CODE, DECLINE IN RUPPEE

About Urjit Patel
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Urjit R Patel was appointed as the 24th Governor of Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on August
20, 2016 and took charge on September 4, 2016 for tenure of three years. He succeeded
Raghuram Rajan.
He was previously serving as the Deputy Governor of RBI. He mainly looked after monetary
policy, economic policy research, statistics and information management, deposit insurance,
communication and Right to Information.
He started working initially with the RBI as an advisor, following which he was appointed as
a consultant in the Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance.
He headed a panel that recommended landmark changes to monetary policy in India, which
included a switch to inflation-targeting and the creation of a panel to set interest rates.
He has previously been a non-resident Senior Fellow at the Brookings Institution since 2009.
He served at IMF India desk during the 1991–94 transition period. He was posted to IMF
country mission in India between 1992 and 95.
Patel, who completed his Bachelor's in Economics from the London School of Economics,
received his doctorate in Economics from Yale University in 1990.

WV Raman appointed new head coach of Indian national women’s cricket
team




Former India opener Woorkeri Venkat Raman was on December 20, 2018 appointed as the
new Head coach of the Indian women's national cricket team. The announcement was made
by the Board of Control for Cricket in India.
The 53-year-old will take over the role from Ramesh Powar, whose contract was not
renewed after the controversies and fall-out with senior women's cricket team player
Mithali Raj. Raman’s first assignment in his new post would be the tour of New Zealand,
which starts on January 24, 2019. He has been brought on with a two-year contract.

Salient features :





WV Raman was among one of the three candidates shortlisted for the role by an ad-hoc
panel to select the coach.
The panel comprised veteran cricketers Kapil Dev, Anshuman Gaekwad and Shanta
Rangaswamy.
Besides Raman, the list included the names of former India coach Gary Kirsten and
Venkatesh Prasad.
The committee had listed their order of preference as Kirsten, WV Raman and Venkatesh
Prasad and the shortlisted names were then sent to the Committee of Administrators and
the BCCI.

About WV Raman




Venkat Raman is a former Indian cricketer. His first-class career spanned from 1982 to 1999,
where he represented Tamil Nadu, mainly as a left-handed batsman and a part-time left-arm
spinner.
Raman made his Test debut in his hometown Chennai against West Indies in 1987–88, topscoring in the second innings with 83 and taking a wicket in his first over itself.
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In total, Raman played 11 Tests and 27 ODIs. However, he was relatively unsuccessful in
ODIs on the international stage. His only international century, 113, was against South Africa
in 1992–93.
Though he began his first-class career as a left-arm spinner, he eventually turned into a
batsman. He was a successful batsman in domestic cricket scoring three double centuries,
including 313 against Goa, in the 1988–89 season of the Ranji Trophy.
He was a prolific run-getter for Tamil Nadu, scoring 7939 first-class runs. His prime came in
the 1988-89 season when his run aggregate went up to 1018 runs, which surpassed the
world record set by Rusi Modi in 1944–45.
He retired from all forms of cricket in 1999 after being axed from the TN Ranji Team. After
retirement, WV Raman took to a successful career in coaching.
He has so far coached the Tamil Nadu and Bengal cricket teams in the Ranji Trophy besides
the Indian U-19 team. Currently, he is the coach for the Bengal Ranji team.
In the IPL, he was the assistant coach of Kings XI Punjab in 2013 and the batting consultant
of Kolkata Knight Riders in 2014.
Since 2015, he has been working as the batting consultant at the National Cricket Academy.
In this period, he also played the role of a coach for India A, Duleep Trophy and Under-19
teams.

Background








Ramesh Powar, who till recently held the position of the Indian national women’s team
coach, was eligible for a 12-month extension of his contract based on favourable evaluation
by BCCI.
However, Powar’s contract was not renewed after his differences with leading Indian
cricketer Mithali Raj came out in the open.
The controversy had erupted after Mithali was not selected in India’s playing XI against
England in the World T20 semi-final, which ended with India’s eight-wicket loss. The issue
became public through a series of leaked emails and ballooned into a major controversy.
Though Powar had shown interest to extend his association with the team, his application
was not given a go ahead.
This is the fourth time that the women’s head coach has changed in the last 19 months after
Purnima Rau was sacked just before the 2017 World Cup and Tushar Arothe resigned citing
"personal reasons" very early into his two-year contract after the T20 Asia Cup loss against
Bangladesh earlier in 2018.

Bharat Bhushan Vyas Appointed as New Member of UPSC



On 13 December 2018, Sh. Bharat Bhushan Vyas has joined as a member of the Union Public
Service Commission.
UPSC Chairman Arvind Saxena administered him the oath of office and secrecy. Shri Vyas has
become the first IAS officer from J&K cadre to join any constitutional body. His tenure will be
of three years.

About Bharat Bhushan Vyas:



He is an IAS officer of the 1986 batch, serving Jammu and Kashmir for last 32 years. He
retired as Chief Secretary of Jammu and Kashmir.
He served on prominent posts including Principal Secretary Finance, Srinagar Deputy
Commissioner, Divisional commissioner.
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Union Public Service Commission:



UPSC is a central recruiting agency in India which derived its mandate from Article 315 to
323 in Part XIV of Indian Constitution.
UPSC consists of a Chairman and four other members appointed by President of India. The
term of the Chairman and members of UPSC is of six years or until they attain the age of 65
years. According to Constitution, UPSC is ‘watch – dog’ of merit system in India.

SPORTS AND AWARDS
Sahitya Akademi Awards 2018 announced in 24 languages







India's national academy of letters, Sahitya Akademi on December 6, 2018 announced the
annual ‘Sahitya Akademi Awards 2018’, recognising the literary works of 24 writers in 24
different Indian languages.
Seven books of poetry, six novels, six short stories, three of literary criticism and two of
essays won the Sahitya Akademi Awards 2018.
To name a few, this year’s winners include Sanjib Chattopadhyay for Bengali, Anees Salim for
English, Sharifa Vijliwala for her essays in Gujarati, Chitra Mudgal for Hindi, and S Ramesan
Nair for his poetry in Malayalam.
The awards will be presented to winners at a roadshow function to be held on January 29,
2019 at New Delhi during the Festival of Letters, organised by Sahitya Akademi.

Mushtaq Ahmad Mushtaq’s “AAKH’’ won in ‘Kashmiri’ category




Eminent short-story writer, Mushtaq Ahmad Mushtaq, bagged the Award for his collection
of short stories “AAKH’’.
Mushtaq Ahmad, an Indian Information Service officer, is presently posted as Head of the
Regional News Unit at Radio Kashmir Srinagar.
AAKH, a collection of eighteen short stories, was published in 2012 and had earlier bagged
the best book award in Kashmiri at the state level from State Academy of Art, Culture and
Languages for the year 2014.

Selection of Awardees


The awardees were recommended by distinguished jury members representing 24
languages and were approved by the Executive Board under the chairmanship of Dr.
Chandrashekhar Kambar, the President of Sahitya Akademi.

Bhasha Salman 2017 and 2018



The Akademi also announced its Bhasha Salman for the year 2017 and 2018.
Yogendra Nath Sharma was awarded the Bhasha Salman for the North zone; G
Venkatasubbiah was awarded for South zone; Gagendra Nath Das was awarded for the
Eastern zone; and Shailaja Bapat for the Western zone.
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Miss Philippines Catriona Gray crowned Miss Universe 2018






Miss Philippines Catriona Gray was crowned Miss Universe after she won the final round of
the Miss Universe 2018 pageant, held in Bangkok, Thailand on December 17, 2018. Outgoing
Miss Universe Demi Leigh Nel Peters from South Africa crowned her successor.
Miss Philippines made it to the Top 5 along with Miss Puerto Rico, Vietnam, Philippines,
South Africa and Venezuela. The top five were then asked questions that were crafted by
fellow contestants and had to answer it in 30 seconds or less. This determined the Top 3.
The final three contestants included Miss Philippines, South Africa and Venezuela. During
the final round, each contestant was asked the same question. While one was asked the
question, the other two were required to wear headphones to keep them from listening to
the question and answer.

Salient features :








Catriona Gray won the 2018 Miss Universe pageant, beating 93 other women representing
their countries.
With her win, Gray became the fourth contestant from the Philippines to win Miss Universe
in almost 50 years. She joins Pia Wurtzbach (2015), Margarita Moran (1973) and Gloria Diaz
(1969) in the feat.
Pia Wurtzbach had last won the Miss Universe crown for the Philippines in 2015 and the
succeeding edition was hosted in Manila.
Gray won the crown while wearing a gorgeous red gown that had been designed by Filipino
fashion designer Mak Tumang.
Tamaryn Green of South Africa was first runner-up followed by Miss Venezuela Sthefany
Gutiérrez, who was the second runner-up of Miss Universe 2018.
This year’s pageant was applauded for its inclusivity and diverse competition. Miss Spain
Angela Ponce made history as the pageant’s first openly transgender contestant and Rosa
Montezuma became Panama’s first indigenous Miss Universe contestant.

About Catriona Gray:







Born in Australia, Gray is a Filipina-Australian television host, singer, model, stage actress
and beauty pageant titleholder.
The 24-year-old was an early favourite this year. She entered her first pageant at the age of
5 years and then moved to the United States for university, where she studied music theory
at the Berklee College of Music in Boston, Massachusetts.
In addition, she obtained a Certificate in Outdoor Recreation and a black belt in Choi KwangDo martial arts.
After finishing high school in Australia, she then moved to Manila, Philippines where she
worked as a commercial model.
On October 2, 2016, Gray was crowned Miss World Philippines 2016. After winning her
national competition, Gray competed at Miss World 2016 held in MGM National Harbor, in
Oxon Hill, Maryland, United States where she made it to the Top 5.
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About Miss Universe






The 67th Miss Universe pageant was held on December 17, 2018 at Impact, Muang Thong
Thani in Nonthaburi Province, Thailand.
Demi-Leigh Nel-Peters of South Africa crowned her successor, Catriona Gray of the
Philippines at the end of the event.
The show was hosted by comedian Steve Harvey and supermodel Ashley Graham, while
television personality Carson Kressley and runway coach Lu Sierra provided commentary and
analysis throughout the event. American singer-songwriter Ne-Yo performed during the
competition.
This year’s pageant saw participation from contestants belonging to 94 countries and
territories across the world, which surpasses the previous year’s record of 92 contestants.

Noted writer Amitav Ghosh honoured with Jnanpith Award 2018






Noted English writer Amitav Ghosh was on December 14, 2018 honoured with 54th Jnanpith
Award, a literary award given to an author for "outstanding contribution towards literature".
The decision was taken during a meeting of Jnanpith Selection Board chaired by eminent
novelist, scholar and Jnanpith laureate Pratibha Ray.
As per Bharatiya Jnanpith, "Amitav Ghosh is a path- breaking novelist. In his novels, Ghosh
treads through historical settings to the modern era and weaves a space where the past
connects with the present in relevant ways..."
Ghosh is known for a series of novels such as Shadow Lines, The Glass Palace, The Hungry
Tide, and the Ibis Trilogy -- Sea of Poppies, River of Smoke and Flood of Fire that chronicle
the trade between India and China run by the then East India Company.

About Amitav Ghosh








Amitav Ghosh is an Indian-American author best known for his work in English fiction.
In 1986, he wrote his debut novel titled The Circle of Reason.
His other famous works in fiction are The Shadow Lines, The Calcutta Chromosome, The
Glass Palace, The Hungry Tide, Sea of Poppies, among others.
His notable non-fiction writings are In an Antique Land, Dancing in Cambodia and at Large in
Burma, Countdown, and The Imam and the Indian.
The Shadow Lines won the Sahitya Akademi Award and the Ananda Puraskar.Sea of Poppies
was shortlisted for the 2008 Man Booker Prize.
His most recent book, The Great Derangement; Climate Change and the Unthinkable, a work
of non-fiction, was released in 2016.
The Government of India awarded him the civilian honour of Padma Shri in 2007.

About Jnanpith Award:



Established in 1961, the Jnanpith Award is the highest literary award of India.
The award is bestowed only on Indian writers writing in any of the 22 Indian languages
included in the Eighth Schedule to the Constitution of India and English.
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It is presented annually by the Bharatiya Jnanpith Trust to an author for their "outstanding
contribution towards literature". It is not conferred posthumously.
Prior to 1982, the award was only conferred for a single work by a writer, however, after
1982 the award recognised writers’ lifetime contribution to Indian literature.
The first recipient of the award was the Malayalam writer G. Sankara Kurup, who received it
in 1965 for his collection of poems, Odakkuzhal. Bengali writer, Ashapoorna Devi was the
first woman novelist to win the award in 1976 for her 1965 novel Pratham Pratisruti.
The 2017 Jnanpith award was awarded to Krishna Sobti, renowned Hindi litterateur.

Asma Jahangir posthumously awarded with 2018 UN Human Rights Prize






Late human rights activist, Asma Jahangir was on December 18, 2018 awarded with the UN
Human Rights Prize 2018, posthumously.
Her daughter Munizae Jahangir received the award on her behalf at the award ceremony
that took place at the UN Headquarters in New York, as part of activities to celebrate Human
Rights Day.
Asma Jahangir passed away on February 11, 2018 due to cardiac arrest. She was known for
her outspoken nature and unrelenting pursuit for human rights.
This year, the award coincided with the 70th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.

Other Winners


Earlier in October 2018, Asma Jahangir was announced as one of the four winners of this
prestigious prize. Other winners were women's rights activist of Tanzania Rebeca Gyumi;
activist for the rights of indigenous Brazilian communities Joenia Wapichana and Ireland's
human rights organisation ‘Front Line Defenders’.

About UN Human Rights Prize





The About UN Human Rights Prize is an honorary award given to individuals and
organisations in recognition of outstanding achievement in human rights.
The award was established by the UN General Assembly in 1966.
Every five years, the prize winners are chosen by a special committee mandated by the UN
General Assembly. The UN Human Rights office provides support to the special committee.
The award was first conferred in December 1968, marking the twentieth anniversary of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Mary Kom becomes 'World No 1' Boxer in latest AIBA World Rankings


The celebrated MC Mary Kom became the World No 1 Boxer in 45-48 kg category in the
latest International Boxing Association’s (AIBA) World Rankings released on January 10,
2019.
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Mary Kom was placed by AIBA at top of the charts in the 45-48 kg category weight division
with 1700 points.



‘Magnificent Mary’ became the most successful boxer in world championships history when
she claimed the 48kg category top honours in November 2018, her unprecedented sixth
world title triumph.

All about Mary Kom


An Indian Olympic boxer from Manipur, Mary Kom is the only woman to become World
Amateur Boxing champion for a record six times.



She is also the only woman boxer to have won a medal in each one of the seven world
championships. She once won silver.



She is the only Indian woman boxer to have qualified for the 2012 Summer Olympics,
competing in the flyweight (51 kg) category and winning the bronze medal.



She also became the first Indian woman boxer to win a gold medal at the 2014 Asian Games,
held at Incheon, South Korea.



She is also the first Indian woman boxer to win gold at the 2018 Commonwealth
Games, held in Gold Coast, Australia.



In April 2016, Kom was nominated by the Indian President as a member of the Rajya Sabha,
the upper house of the Indian Parliament.



In March 2017, the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports appointed Mary Kom along with
Akhil Kumar as national observers for boxing.



Mother of three, Mary was awarded with the Padma Bhushan in 2013. She is also the
recipient of the Padma Shri (2006), Arjuna Award (2003), and the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna
award (2009).

Gandhi Peace Prize announced for years 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018



The Gandhi Peace Prize for the years 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018 was announced on January
16, 2019 by the Union Ministry of Culture.
The 2018 Gandhi Peace Prize was conferred on Yohei Sasakawa, who is at the forefront of
many philanthropic initiatives. His compassionate nature can be seen in the manner in which
he has worked to eliminate leprosy in India.

Awardees
Year

Awardees

Contribution

2015

Vivekanada Kendra,
Kanyakumari

Contribution in rural development,
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education, development of natural
resources.
Akshaya Patra Foundation and
Sulabh International

2016

Akshaya Patra Foundation was
chosen for its contribution in
providing mid-day meals to millions
of children across India
Sulabh International was chosen for
its contribution in improving the
condition of sanitation in India and
emancipation of manual
scavengers.

Ekal Abhiyan Trust

2017

Yohei Sasakawa

2018






Contribution in providing education
for rural and tribal children in
remote areas pan India, rural
empowerment, gender and social
equality
For his contribution in Leprosy
Eradication in India and across the
world

The awardees were selected by the jury under the Chairmanship of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.
The jury comprises the Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi, Speaker of Lok Sabha Sumitra
Mahajan, Leader of the single largest Opposition Party in Lok Sabha Mallikarjuna Kharge and
Member of Parliament, L.K. Advani.
The jury unanimously decided on the awardees after detailed discussions on January 16,
2019.

About Gandhi Peace Prize:







The Gandhi Peace Prize was instituted in the year 1995 on the occasion of the 125th birth
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi.
This annual award is given to individuals and institutions for their contributions towards
social, economic and political transformation through non-violence and other Gandhian
methods.
The award carries a cash prize of Rs 1 crore, a citation and a Plaque as well as an exquisite
traditional handicraft/handloom item.
The Award for every year is selected by a Jury under the Chairmanship of the Prime Minister.
Julius K Nyerere, former Tanzanian President, was the first recipient of the award in 1995.
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FIRST IN WORLD, MAHARASHTRA AND INDIA
Akademik Lomonosov: World’s First Floating Nuclear Power Plant becomes
operational



On December 11, 2018, Russia’s Akademik Lomonosov, the world’s first floating nuclear
power plant (FNPP) has become operational.
The Russian atomic energy corporation Rosatom announced that the plant has been brought
to 10% of its capacity.

Akademik Lomonosov:





Akademik Lomonosov was constructed by Russian state nuclear power firm Rosatom. It has
length of 144 metres and width of 30 metres.
It has displacement of 21,500 tonnes and crew of 69 people. For power generation, it has
been fitted with two modified KLT-40 naval propulsion nuclear reactors (each of 35 MW
capacity) together providing up to 70 MW of electricity and 300 MW of heat.
It is named after Russian Academician Mikhail Lomonosov. It has latest security systems and
is considered as one of safest nuclear installations in the world.
However, environmentalists have dubbed it as ‘nuclear Titanic’ or ‘Chernobyl on ice’. It will
be primarily used to power oil rigs in remote areas of Artic region where Russia is pushing to
drill for oil and gas.

Significance:





The low-capacity, mobile (floating) nuclear power plant can produce enough electricity to
power town of 200,000 residents living in Russia’s far-flung northernmost Artic region where
large amounts of electricity is not needed’ and construction of conventional power station
based on coal, gas and diesel is complicated and costly.
It can save upto 50,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions per year. The project is part of
Russia’s greater aims to secure rich deposits of oil and gas in North Pole region in Artic.
Due to climate change, new shipping routes are opening up in Russia’s north and as result, it
is strengthening its military position in the region.

NRTI: India’s first Railway University in Vadodara dedicated to Nation







On 15 December 2018, Union Railways Minister Piyush Goyal has dedicated India’s first
railway university to the Nation in Vadodara. The Railway University will be first of its kind
institution in the nation and the third in the world after Russia and China.
It is named as the National Rail and Transportation Institution (NRTI). It will be a deemed
university which will offer professional courses in technology and management of
transportation networks.
The chairman of Railways Board Sh. Ashok Lohani has been named the Vice Chancellor of
the University It will host visiting faculty from renowned institutions like XLRI School of
Management and Indian Business School, Hyderabad and others.
The National Rail and Transportation Institution (NRTI) started its operation on September 5
earlier this year. The first batch of the university has already been shortlisted and consists of
103 students – 62 for BSc in Transportation Technology and 41 in BBA in Transportation
Management.
Both the courses are the flagship three-year programmes offered by the university. The first
batch of students has been awarded 50 per cent scholarship in the yearly course fee of Rs
75,000.
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The actual annual fee of NRTI for one year is Rs 91,000, including all other charges. There are
plans to start Master Degree programmes from the academic session 2019-20 in
Transportation and Systems Design, Transport Systems Engineering, Transport Policy and
Economics, and others.
The Railways Ministry has sanctioned Rs 421 crore for the NRTI and its curriculum
development for the next five years.
A greenfield campus is also under development for the university. Indian Railways has
identified a 110-acre plot of land for the NRTI campus at Pipaliya village in Waghodiya
Taluka, District Vadodara

Gujarat becomes first state to implement 10 per cent quota for EWS in
general category


Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani announced on January 13, 2019 that his government will
implement the 10 per cent reservation for economically weaker sections of the general
category with immediate effect.



The announcement comes less than a week after the Indian Parliament passed a
constitutional amendment bill to facilitate 10 per cent reservation for upper castes in higher
education and employment.



In a tweet, the Chief Minister said, “Happy to state that the Government Of Gujarat has
decided to implement 10 per cent EWS reservation benefits from January 14. It will be
implemented in all ongoing recruitment process too wherein there is the only advertisement
published but the first stage of examination is yet to held.”

Salient features


The decision comes just a day after President Ram Nath Kovind gave his assent to
the Constitutional amendment to provide the 10 per cent reservations to the upper
castes.



According to the state government’s notification, besides fresh recruitment, the
new 10 per cent quota will be implemented in all ongoing recruitment processes
where only advertisement has been published but the first stage of examination is
yet to be held or the actual recruitment process has not started.



In such cases, a fresh announcement about the admission process or jobs will have
to be made.



However, if the recruitment or admission process, tests or interviews, started
before January 14, the new reservation would not apply.

Who will be covered under new 10% quota?






The proposed amendment Bill will define Economically Weaker Section (EWS) as one having:
Annual household income below Rs 8 lakh
2. Agriculture land below 5 acres
3. Residential house below 1000 sqft
4. Residential plot below 100 yards in notified municipality
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5. Residential plot below 200 yards in non-notified municipality area

Definition of household?





A person whose family has a gross annual income below Rs 8 lakh will be identified as EWS
for the benefit of reservation.
The household includes “the person who seeks the benefit of reservation, his, her parents
and siblings below the age of 18 years as also his, her partner and children below the age of
18 years”.
Also, income will cover all sources such as salary, agriculture, business and profession.

India’s Satyarup becomes world’s youngest mountaineer to climb 7 peaks, 7
volcano summits




Indian mountaineer Satyarup Siddhanta on January 16, 2019 became the world’s youngest
mountaineer to climb the seven highest peaks and volcanic summits across all continents
after conquering Antartica's highest point Mount Sidley
Satyarup summited Mt. Sidley at 6:28 am in the morning, at a temperature of minus 40
degree Celsius according to the inReach Satellite Communicator he was carrying.

Key records broken:



Satyarup achieved the unique feat at the age of 35 years and 262 days, setting a new world
record by beating Australia's Daniel Bull who did it at the age of 36 years and 157 days.
With this feat, Satyarup also became the first Indian to conquer the seven mountain peaks
and seven volcanic summits.

About Satyarup Siddhanta









The West Bengal-based IT professional, who currently works in Bengaluru, belongs to
Haridevpur in South Kolkata and is a software engineer by profession.
Despite being an asthma patient, Satyarup holds an illustrious record of conquering several
treacherous summits including Mt Kilimanjaro in Africa, Mt Elbrus in Europe, Mt Denali in
Alaska and Mt Mont Blanc in France.
He successfully climbed Mount Everest in 2016. Before that in 2012, he climbed Mt. Vinson
in Antarctica. He has also summited Mont Blanc and Carsten’s Pyramid in Papua New
Guinea, which is the highest point in Oceania.
The biggest challenge Satyarup had to face was arranging the funds for such expensive
expeditions. It was difficult to get sponsors.
However, he did not let this stop him and apart from sponsorship, crowdfunding he took
personal loans and auctioned his summit mementos to make his dream come true.
The 35-year-old scaled the highest volcanic peak in North America, Pico de Orizaba on
December 5, 2018.
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World’s 7 Mountain Summits



Summiting the world’s seven mountain peaks refers to climbing the highest mountains of
each of the seven continents.
The highest mountains of each of the seven continents include Mount Everest in Asia, Mt
Aconcagua in South America, Mt Denali in North America, Mount Kilimanjaro in Africa, Mt
Vinson Massif in Antartica, Mount Elbrus in Europe, Carstensz Pyramid in Oceania and Mt
Kosciuszko in Australia.

Satyarup’s Summits:











Following are the 7 summits that Satyarup successfully climbed:
Mt Kilimanjaro, Africa (5895 metres) – June 29, 2012 and June 14, 2018
Mt Elbrus, Europe (5642 m) – June 27, 2013
Mt Aconcagua, South America (6962m) - January 13, 2014
Mt Denali, North America (6190m) - June 23, 2014
Mt Mont Blanc, Western Europe (4810 m) – September 23, 2014
Mt Kosciuszko, Australia (2228 m) - June 12, 2015
Mt Everest, Asia (8848 m) - May 21, 2016
Mt Carstenz, Oceania (4884 m) - June 13, 2017
Mt Vinson Massif, Antarctica (4892 m) - December 15, 2017

SCI-TECH
Train 18: India’s first locomotive –less train crosses 180kmph mark during
trails:


India's first locomotive-less train ‘Train 18’ on December 2, 2018 crossed the 180 kmph
speed limit during a test run in the Kota-Sawai Madhopur section.



The major trials are now over with just some more remaining. Once Train 18 becomes
operational, it will commence its commercial run from January 2019.



Earlier on November 26, 2018, the Research Designs and Standards Organisation announced
that the trial run of indigenously developed engineless train 'Train 18' was successfully
conducted and the train ran up to 115 km per hour on tracks in Moradabad division of
Northern Railway.



The trials proved that the train has defined track geometry parameters, curved alignments
of specific radius and station yard zones.

Salient features :



It is capable of touching 200 kmph provided the rest of Indian Railways’ system such as
tracks and signals permit. It will replacing current 30-year-old Shatabdi Express – a day train.
Thus it is touted as next generation Shatabdi Express. It will be first long-distance train
without separate locomotive (engine).
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It has been indigenously developed by Chennai-based Integral Coach Factory (ICF) in just
short time span of 18 months.
It took investment of nearly Rs 100 crore to build this prototype and subsequent bulk
production will bring down the cost. Thus, it will be cheaper compared to imported engine
less train.
With 16 coaches, it will has same passenger carrying capacity as that of Shatabdi Express. It
has aerodynamically designed driver cabins at both ends for quicker turn-around at
destinations.
It sports advanced regenerative braking system which saves power. It is fully air-conditioned
and offers better passenger comfort and safety, as all equipment are fixed under carriage, so
that more space is available on board.
It has soft lighting, automatic doors, footsteps and GPS based Passenger Information System
(PIS).
It also has onboard Wi-Fi and infotainment, and modular toilets with bio-vacuum systems.
Footstep in coach’s doorway in this train slides outward when train stops at station, enabling
passengers to board or deboard safely with comfort.

India, US Air Forces exercise Ex Cope India-2018 begins in West Bengal




Air Forces of India and US began their 12-day joint exercise “Ex Cope India-2018” in West
Bengal.
It is fourth edition in series of bilateral joint exercise held by Air Forces of two nations
conducted in India.
This year for first time exercise will be held at two Air Force bases in West Bengal’s
Kalaikunda and Panagarh.

Salient features :





This edition of exercise is aimed at providing operational exposure to air force personnel of
both countries and undertake mutual exchange of best practices for enhancing operational
capability.
It will be focused on enhancing US-Indian mutual cooperation and building on existing
capabilities, aircrew tactics and force employment.
It will showcase US and India’s efforts and commitment to free and open Indo-Pacific
region. US Air Force is participating with 12 F15 C/D, 3 C-130.
Indian Air Force (IAF) is participating with Su-30 MKI, Jaguar, Mirage 2000, C-130J and
AWACS aircraft.

Background




Cope India is series of international Air Force exercises between Indian Air Force (IAF) and
United States Air Force (USAF) conducted on and over Indian soil.
The first such exercise was conducted at IAF air force station in Gwalior from February 2004.
The exercise included flight tests, practice and demonstrations as well as lectures on
subjects related to aviation.
The exercise has evolved to incorporate subject matter expert exchanges, air mobility
training, airdrop training and large-force exercises, in addition to fighter training exercises.
The exercise was repeated in 2005, 2006, 2009 and was last held in 2010.
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SHINYUU Maitri 18: First India, Japan air exercise begins in Agra


The first bilateral air exercise SHINYUU Maitri-18 between Japanese Air Self Defence Force
(JASDF) and Indian Air Force (IAF) began at Air Force Station Agra. The theme of this exercise
is joint Mobility/Humanitarian Assistance & Disaster Relief (HADR) on Transport aircraft.

SHINYUU Maitri-18



The focus of the exercise is set for IAF and JASDF crews to undertake Joint Mobility/ HADR
operations.
IAF and JASDF will also practice display of heavy loading/off loading during this exercise. In
this exercise, JASDF will be participating with C2 aircraft along with aircrew and observers.
IAF is participating with C-17 and An-32 aircraft with aircrew and observers.

GSAT-11: India’s heaviest satellite launched from French Guyana


Indian Space Research and Organisation (ISRO) has successfully launched India’s heaviest
and mostadvanced communication satellite GSAT-11 into space. It was launched on board of
Ariane 5 VA-246 rocket from Kourou Launch Base, French Guiana.

Salient features:





GSAT-11 also called Big Bird has been indigenously developed by ISRO. It weigh 5854 kg
making it heaviest Indian-made equipment that has been put into the orbit.
It will provide high data rate connectivity to Indian mainland and islands users through 32
user beams in Ku-band and 8 hub beams in Ka-band.
It is three to six times more powerful than any other ISRO’s satellite. It will help provide
satellite-based internet to remote places where cable-based internet cannot reach.
It will boost the broadband connectivity to rural and inaccessible gram panchayats in the
country under Bharat Net Project, which is part of Digital India Programme.

Agni-5 missile successfully test-fired


Nuclear capable surface to surface Agni-5 ballistic missile was successfully test-fired from Dr
Abdul Kalam Island off the Odisha coast. It was user associated trial of missile undertaken by
strategic force command along with DRDO scientists.

About Test





The missile was launched with help of mobile launcher from launch pad-4 of the Integrated
Test Range (ITR) at Dr Abdul Kalam Island in the Bay of Bengal.
During this trial, the flight performance of the missile was tracked and monitored by radars,
tracking instruments and observation stations.
It was seventh trial of the indigenously-developed surface-to-surface missile. The first test
was conducted in April 2012, second in September 2013, third in January 2015 and fourth in
December 2016.
The fifth test was held January 2018 and seventh was held in June 2018. All the trials were
successful.

Agni-5 ballistic missile



It is three-stage solid propellant nuclear-capable intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM),
indigenously developed by the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO).
It is about 17 metres long, 2 metres wide and has a launch weight of around 50 tonnes. Agni5 is latest and most advanced variant in terms of navigation and guidance, warhead and
engine in Agni series of missiles.
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It has strike range of over 5,000 kilometres and can carry nuclear warhead of 1.5 tonne.
Thus, it can hit most northern parts of China and other parts of Asia, Europe and Africa.
Unlike other missiles of Agni series, Agni-5 is most advanced missile having new technologies
incorporated with it in terms of navigation and guidance, warhead and engine.
It is also a fire and forget missile, which once fired cannot be stopped, except by interceptor
missile which only US, Russia and Israel have. It carries Multiple Independently Targetable
Re-entry Vehicles (MIRV) payloads.
A single MIRV equipped missile that can deliver multiple warheads at different targets. It is
also incorporates advanced technologies involving ring laser gyroscope and accelerometer
for navigation and guidance. It has not yet inducted into the Services.

India has an armory the Agni series missiles:





Agni-1 with 700 km range
Agni-2 with a 2,000-km range
Agni-3 and Agni-4 with 2,500 km to more than 3,500-km range
Agni-5 with a strike range of 5,000 km

Military Communication Satellite GSAT-7A successfully launched by ISRO



Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) successfully launched the communication
satellite GSAT-7A on 19th December 2018 from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC) in
Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh.
GSAT-7A weighing 2250 kg was launched using Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle
(GSLV-F11).

About GSAT-7A Satellite:








ISRO’s GSAT-7A satellite is the heaviest satellite (2250 kgs) with an indigenously developed
cryogenic stage that has been launched by GSLV.
GSAT-7A is a high-tech communication satellite having new technologies including a
Gregorian Antenna.
It is the 39th communication satellite of ISRO and will mainly be used for military
applications. Indian Air Force’s existing communication capabilities of satellites will be
augmented with GSAT-7A GSAT-7A will offer services to the users in Ku-band over the Indian
region.
The launch of GSAT-7A was the 13th flight of GSLV-MkII and the seventh flight with an
indigenously developed cryogenic engine.
GSAT-7A was lifted off by GSLV which is ISRO’s fourth generation launch vehicle with three
stages. The first stage consists of four liquid strap-ons and a solid rocket motor.
The second stage of GSLV has a high thrust engine using liquid fuel. The third and final stage
of the GSLV is the cryogenic upper stage.

Background





On December 5, 2018, India’s next generation high throughput communication satellite,
GSAT-11 was successfully launched from the Kourou launch base in French Guiana by
Ariane-5 VA-246.
The communication satellite, weighing about 5854 kg, is the heaviest satellite built by ISRO.
The satellite is the fore-runner in the series of advanced communication satellites with
multi-spot beam antenna coverage over Indian mainland and Islands.
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It is expected to play a vital role in providing broadband services across the country. It will
also provide a platform to demonstrate new generation applications.
The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) on December 19, 2018 successfully launched
geostationary communication satellite GSAT-7A onboard Geosynchronous Satellite Launch
Vehicle GSLV-F11.
The 26-hour countdown for the launch commenced on December 18 at 2.10 pm and the
rocket blasted off at 4.10 pm from the second launch pad at Satish Dhawan Space Centre in
Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh.

Salient features :







The launch vehicle, GSLV-F11, which is in its 13th flight, will inject GSAT-7A into a
Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO).
The satellite with a mission life of eight years has been built to provide communication
capability to the users in Ku-band over the Indian region.
The satellite separated from the rocket after 19 minutes of the launch. It will be placed in its
final Geostationary Orbit (GEO) using the onboard propulsion system.
According to ISRO, GSAT-7A will take a few days after separation from the launcher to reach
its orbital slot.
GSLV-F11 is ISRO's fourth generation launch vehicle with three stages. The four liquid strapons and a solid rocket motor at the core form the first stage.
While the second stage is equipped with a high thrust engine using liquid fuel, the cryogenic
upper stage forms the third and final stage of the vehicle.

About GSAT-7A:






GSAT-7A is the 35th communication satellite built by ISRO with a Gregorian Antenna and
many other advanced new technologies.
Most of the functional requirements of the communication payloads and the other systems
have been derived from ISRO’s earlier geostationary INSAT/GSAT satellites.
The satellite is also the heaviest one being launched by GSLV with an indigenously developed
cryogenic stage. The cryogenic stage of this vehicle has been modified to increase the thrust
rate.
Configured ISRO's standard I-2000 Kg (I-2K) Bus, the satellite weighs about 2,250 kg,

Background






On December 5, 2018, India’s next generation high throughput communication satellite,
GSAT-11 was successfully launched from the Kourou launch base in French Guiana by
Ariane-5 VA-246.
The communication satellite, weighing about 5854 kg, is the heaviest satellite built by ISRO.
The satellite is the fore-runner in the series of advanced communication satellites with
multi-spot beam antenna coverage over Indian mainland and Islands.
It is expected to play a vital role in providing broadband services across the country. It will
also provide a platform to demonstrate new generation applications.
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BEIDOU NAVIGATION SATELLITE SYSTEM (BDS)




China’s BeiDou Navigation Satellite System (BDS), touted as a rival to the widely-used
American GPS, has started providing global services.
The positioning accuracy of the system has reached 10 metres globally and five metres in the
Asia-Pacific region. Its velocity accuracy is 0.2 metres per second, while its timing accuracy
stands at 20 nanoseconds.
Pakistan has become the first country to use the BeiDou system ending its reliance on the
Global Positioning System (GPS).

Significance:


It will be the fourth global satellite navigation system after the US GPS, Russia’s GLONASS
and the European Union’s Galileo.

About BeiDou Satellite System:





Named after the Chinese term for Big Dipper, the BeiDou system started providing
independent services over China in 2000. It is being projected by Beijing as a rival to the
American Global Positioning System (GPS).
The full constellation is scheduled to comprise 35 satellites.
BeiDou has two separate constellations, BeiDou-1 and BeiDou-2. BeiDou-1 also known as
first generation was a constellation of three satellites.
BeiDou-2, also known as COMPASS, is the second generation of the system. It became
operational in the year 2011.

What are the various GNSS systems?


The four global GNSS systems are – GPS (US), GLONASS (Russia), Galileo (EU), BeiDou
(China). Additionally, there are two regional systems – QZSS (Japan) and IRNSS or NavIC
(India).

BOOKS
Admiral Sunil Lamba released book titled ‘Blue Waters Ahoy’



Admiral Sunil Lanba, Chief of the Naval Staff, released a book titled ‘Blue Waters Ahoy!’ –
chronicling the Indian Navy’s History from 2001-10.
The unveiling was a part of an At Home function held at the Navy House in the presence of
Ramnath Kovind, the President of India and the Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces.

Book ‘Changing India’ by Manmohan Singh Release




Former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, ridiculed for his silence by his political opponents
for years, had taken an unusual dig at Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the release of his
book, Changing India.
Dr Manmohan Singh said he wasn’t ‘the PM who was afraid of talking to the Press’.
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ECONOMICS AND HRD
RBI forms Nandan Nilekani led Committee to boost digital payments






The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on January 8, 2018 constituted a High-Level Committee on
Deepening of Digital Payments to encourage digitisation of payments and enhance financial
inclusion.
The five-member committee will be headed by UIDAI’s former Chairman Nandan Nilekani.
The committee will review the existing status of digitisation of payments and suggest ways
to bridge any gaps in the ecosystem.
The Committee will submit its report within a period of 90 days from the date of its first
meeting.

Terms of Reference of the Committee








Review the existing status of digitisation of payments in the country, identify the current
gaps in the ecosystem and suggest ways to bridge them
Assess the current levels of digital payments in financial inclusion
Undertake cross country analyses with a view to identify best practices that can be adopted
in our country to accelerate digitisation of the economy and boost financial inclusion
Suggest measures to strengthen the safety and security of digital payments
Provide a road map for increasing customer confidence and trust while accessing financial
services through digital modes
Suggest a medium-term strategy for deepening of digital payments
Note: The central bank announced the constitution of the Committee in its Fifth Bi-Monthly
Monetary Policy Statement 2018-19, that was released on December 5, 2018.

Economist Surjit Bhalla resigns from Prime Minister’s Economic Advisory
Council



Eminent economist and columnist Surjit Bhalla has resigned as part-time member of
Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister(EAC-PM).
His resignation comes day after Reserve Bank of India (RBI) governor Urjit Patel, quit
abruptly after months-long tussle over policy with government.

Prime Minister’s Economic Advisory Council (PMEAC)



PMEAC is non-constitutional and non-statutory, non-permanent and independent body,
constituted with the prime and sole aim to analyse all critical issues, economic or otherwise,
referred to it by the prime minister and advising him thereon.
It is mandate to give advice to prime minister on economic matters such as inflation, GDP
changes, export-import changes, creating supporting environment for increased trade and
commerce.

Functions


Submit periodic reports to PM related to macroeconomic developments and issues which
will have implications of the economic policy.
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Analyse any topics, issues assigned by the PM and provide advice to them. Analyse
macroeconomic issues having high importance and present the views to PM and any other
task which is assigned by Prime Minister.
Current Composition of PMEAC: It is headed by Niti Aayog member Bibek Debroy.
Economists Rathin Roy, Ashima Goyal and Shamika Ravi are other part-time members.

WEF’s Global Gender Gap Report 2018: Iceland tops; India ranks 108th






The World Economic Forum (WEF) on December 18, 2018 released the Global Gender Gap
Report 2018, reviewing 149 countries on the basis of their progress towards gender parity
and then lists them accordingly in its Global Gender Gap Index.
These 149 countries are ranked on the basis of four thematic dimensions- Economic
Participation and Opportunity, Educational Attainment, Health and Survival, and Political
Empowerment.
This year, the Gender Gap Index was topped by Iceland with a score of 0.858, holding the
top spot in the index for the 10th consecutive year.

India’s rank in Global Gender Index 2018:







India was ranked 108th in the Global Gender Gap Index 2018, same as it was ranked in 2017.
In terms of economic opportunity and participation, India ranked 142nd out of 149
countries. Moreover, India continued to rank third-lowest in the world on health and
survival, remaining the world's least-improved country on this subindex.
Though India made no improvement in the overall gender gap ranking, it recorded
improvement in wage equality and managed to fully close its tertiary education gender gap
for the first time.
Among other South Asian countries, India fetched fourth place with top 3 being Bangladesh
(48th), Sri Lanka (100th) and Nepal (105th).

Salient features of the Global Gender Gap Report 2018 :







According to the report, the world has closed 68 percent of its gender gap; and at the
current rate of change, it will take 108 years more to close the overall gender gap and 202
years to bring about parity in the workplace.
The Gender Gap Index 2018 was topped by Iceland, having closed more than 85.8 percent of
its overall gender gap.
Nordic countries dominated the top spots in the index with Norway ranked at 2nd, Sweden
at 3rd, and Finland at 4th.
Other countries rounding of the top-10 were Nicaragua (5th), Rwanda (6th), New Zealand
(7th), the Philippines (8th), Ireland (9th) and Namibia (10th).
Among the G20 group of countries, France leads in 12th place, followed by Germany (14th),
United Kingdom (15th), Canada (16th) and South Africa (19th), United States (51st), and six
countries below 100- China (103rd), India (108th), Japan (110th), Korea (115th) Turkey
(130th) and Saudi Arabia (141st).
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About Global gender gap report:



It is published annually by the world economic forum since 2006.
Global gender gap index is a part of this which measures gender equality across four pillars–
they are economic opportunity, political empowerment, educational attainment and health
and survival.

India’s ranking on major global indices in 2018

In World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business rankings portray, we rank 77th on a list of 190
economies that are doing well for businesses. India improved its rank substantially on the
Ease of Doing Business index from 132 in 2016, to 100 in 2017, and further to 77 in 2018.



In the Human Development Index (HDI), compiled by the United Nations Development
Program, taking parameters like education, health and income into account, India has done
slightly better than the previous year as it climbed up a spot from 131 to 130 out of 189
nations.



In Happiness Index, India slipped 11 spots from 122nd rank of 2017 to become the 133rd
happiest nation in the world. It is an annual publication carried out by United Nations
Sustainable Development Solutions Network since 2012.



In the Global Peace Index, India has performed poorly and has done just a shade better than
its previous performance of 137 as we rank 136 this time. Iceland, New Zealand, Austria,
Denmark and Canada are the most peaceful countries, according to GPI.



Global Hunger Index has also shown a fall in India’s ranking from the past year. While India
ranked 100th in a list of 119 countries last year, the 2018 performance is worse as now it is
on 103rd spot. According to the report, “a ranking below 100 shows that a country’s
undernourishment, child wasting, child stunting, and child mortality levels are at the highest
level.”
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UNIQUE BULLETS
1. Which state has been adjudged the best state at 2018 IITF Delhi? - Uttarakhand
2. Which Indian philanthropist has been bestowed with the highest French civilian distinction
Chevalier de la Legion d’Honneur? - Azim Premji
3. The bilateral naval exercise ‘Konkan 18’ has started between India and which country?- United
Kingdom
4. The air force units of India & which country are scheduled to participate in exercise ‘Cope India
2019 (CI19)’? - United States
5. On which of the following dates, the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People
is observed? - November 29
6. Which country has become the first NATO nation to appoint a female Chief of Armed Forces? Slovenia
7. Iravatham Mahadevan, the renowned epigraphist has passed away recently, He was from
which state? - Tamil Nadu
8. Who has become the first Indian to won the ISSF’s highest shooting honour ‘Blue Cross’? Abhinav Bindra
9. What is the theme of the 2018 World AIDS Day (WAD)? - Know your status
10. The European Union has recently announced to become the world’s first climate neutral
economy by which year? - 2050
11. Which country will chair the Kimberley Process (KP) from January 2019? - India
12. India’s first owl festival was held in which of the following cities? - Pune
13. Which Bangladeshi activist has been chosen for the UNESCO / Emir Jaber al-Ahmad al Jaber al
Sabah Prize for Digital Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities? - Vashkar Bhattacharjee
14. Who is the author of the book “Architecture of Justice: A Pictorial Walk-through of the
Supreme Courts and High Courts of India”? - Vinay Thakur
15. Which of the following cities is the venue of the UN Climate Summit (COP24)? – Katowice
16. Which of the following countries has become the world’s first nation to recognise ‘orphanage
trafficking’ as a form of modern slavery? - Australia
17. Which of the following is the first leader to lose Freedom of Paris award? - Aung San Suu Kyi
18. Recently, it was in news that India will host the G20 summit in 2022. Which of the following is
not a member of G-20? – Spain
19. Cyril Ramaphosa, who is expected to be the chief guest at 2019 Republic Day of India is
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President of which African country? - South Africa
20. What is the name of India’s first locomotive-less train, which was recently in news? - Train 18
21. Which country has recently decided to withdraw its membership from OPEC as of January
2019? - Qatar
22. Who has been awarded the PETA ‘Hero to Animals’ award for banning the Chinese manjha in
Delhi? - Imran Hussain
23. Which city is the venue of the Asia Pacific Summit-2018? - Kathmandu
24. India’s longest rail-road bridge ‘Bogibeel Bridge’ has built over which of the following rivers? Brahmaputra
25. Which of the following is the India’s heaviest communication satellite i.e. recently launched
successfully from French Guiana?- GSAT-11
26. Asian Games gold medalist Swapna Barman has become the brand ambassador for digital
banking platform ‘YONO’. The app is offered by which of the following banks? - SBI
27. Who is the author of the book ‘Blue Waters Ahoy!’? - Anup Singh
28. Which state government has launched SMART initiative for agribusiness & rural - Maharashtra
29. What is the India’s position in terms of CO2 emitter in 2017, as per recent study by Global
Carbon Project? - 4th
30. What is the theme of the 2018 World Soil Day (WSD)? - Be the Solution to Soil Pollution
31. Who has been appointed the new Chief Economic Advisor (CEA)? - Krishnamurthy Subramanian
32. Which short story writer has bagged 2018 Sahitya Academy Award for the Kashmiri language? Mushtaq Ahmad Tantray
33. The UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) has decided to observe which year as the
International Year of Millets? - 2023
34. Which country’s government has recently enacted controversial law to accept foreign bluecollar
workers? - Japan
35. What is the theme of the 2018 International Volunteer Day (IVD)? - Volunteers build Resilient
Communities
36. Which state is the venue of the 2018 Startup India Venture Capital Summit? - Goa
37. PRASAD Scheme, which is in news recently, was launched on behalf of which union ministry? Ministry of Tourism
38. Ajay Rohera, who has created world record for highest first-class debut score in cricket
history, is from which state? - Madhya Pradesh
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39. Which state government has recently launched a 24-hour helpline ‘181’ for women facing
harassment? - Tamil Nadu
40. Who is the newly appointed Governor of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)? - Shaktikanta Das
41. Jamal Khashoggi, who has been named Time magazine’s 2018 “Person of the Year”, is from
which country? - Saudi Arabia
42. Which Indian personality has been appointed as Vice-Chair of UN Panel of Auditors for 2019? Rajiv Mehrishi
43. Under which article of the constitution, the member of UPSC shall be appointed by the
President? - Article-316
44. In which state, the Pratibha Parva is being organized in all primary and secondary schools? Madhya Pradesh
45. What is the theme of the 2018 International Human Rights Day (IHRD)? - Stand up for the human
rights
46. Who has been appointed as the new president of the Film and Television Institute of India
(FTII)? - Brijendra Pal Singh
47. Who has been honoured with Jnanpith Award for 2018? - Amitav Ghosh
48. The world’s first Floating Nuclear Power Plant (FNPP) has become operational in which
country? – Russia
49. On which date, the 2018 National Energy Conservation Day (NECD) was recently observed in
India? - December 14
50. The Nigerian military has recently lifted ban on which UN agency operations in ravaged
northeast? - UNICEF
51. “One City-One Operator scheme” which was recently in news, is related to which of the
following? - Sewage
52. Who has been crowned the 67th Miss Universe 2018? - Catriona Elisa Gray
53. Which country’s team has won the 2018 men’s Hockey World Cup? - Belgium
54. What is the theme of the 2018 International Migrants Day (IMD)? - Migration with Dignity
55. Which Indian film has been shortlisted for the 91st Oscar in the Documentary Short Subject
category? - Period. End of Sentence
56. Who has been named PETA India’s Person of the Year 2018? - Sonam Kapoor
57. What is the India’s rank at the WEF’s Gender Gap Index 2018? - 108th
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58. ISRO has successfully launched its military satellite ‘GSAT 7A’ through which launch vehicle? GSLV–F11
59. Which Indian politician is the author of the book “A Rural Manifesto – Realising India’s Future
through her Villages”? - Varun Gandhi
60. Who has been appointed the new coach of the Indian women’s cricket team? - W V Raman
61. Which Indian politician is the author of the book “Changing India”? - Manmohan Singh
62. How many monuments have been adopted under the ‘Adopt A Heritage’ project? - 10
63. On which date, the 2018 National Mathematics Day (NMD) was observed in India recently? December 22
64. Which of the following states have emerged as top performing states in NITI Aayog’s SDG
India index 2018? - Himachal Pradesh, Kerala and Tamil Nadu
65. India’s longest rail-cum-road bridge “Bogibeel” is located in which of the following states? –
Assam
66. Which state is the venue of the 106th Indian Science Congress (ISC-2019)? - Punjab
67. Who clinched the Indian-style prestigious wrestling championship ‘Maharashtra Kesari 2018’? Bala Rafique Shaikh
68. Which state government has launched the ‘Bharat Ratna Atal Bihar Vajpayee International
Schools’ for students in rural areas? - Maharashtra
69. Which of the following is the erstwhile name of Swaraj Dweep in Andaman & Nicobar
Islands? - Havelock Island
70. Who is head of the RBI committee to review the existing Economic Capital Framework (ECF)? Bimal Jalan
71. The Union Cabinet has recently approved Amendment in the POCSO Act of 2012. The act is
related to which of the following causes? - Child sexual abuse
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