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Why is it in 
news?

 z Thousands of desperate farmers across India had gathered in New delhi to 
protest against the continued state of agrarian distress.

 z Earlier this year, farmers and indigenous groups marched to India's financial 
capital Mumbai with the same set of demands.

 z Indian farmers have repeatedly staged large demonstrations over the past year.
 z They accused the authorities of failing to support their livelihood and 

demanding government assistance, including better prices for their crops and 
farm loan waivers.

What the 
farmers are 
demanding?

 z Farmers demand remunerative prices for their produce and freedom from debt.
 z Protesting farmers demand a special session of Parliament on agrarian crisis 

to pass two Bills:
(1) one pertaining to one-time full loan waiver.
(2) a long-term institutional measures to ensure farmers are not pushed into 

debt again.
 z Implementation of Swaminathan Commission recommendations that say the 

Minimum Support Price should be fixed at 50% above the comprehensive cost 
of production.

Facts about 
Indian 
agriculture

 z Population dependent: Share in employment 48.9% (NSSO in 2011-12). 
 z Cultivators and Labourers: 45% cultivators and 55% labourers.
 z Contribution to GDP: 17.4% percent of the nation's total economic output in 

2015-16 as per NSSO(India's GdP $2.3 trillion).
 z Irrigation: In terms of Arable land India ranks 1st in the World and has the 

second highest area under irrigation in the World.
 z Animal Husbandry: India has the highest number of cattle as well as livestock 

population in the World. 
 z Agricultural Diversity: 20 agro-climatic regions and 15 major climates of the 

World are found in India making diverse cultivation possible. 
 z Food grain production: 

(1) From 217 million tonnes in 2006-07, the country’s production jumped to 
275.11 million tonnes in 2016-17. It stood at 51 million tonnes in 1951.

(2) Despite the droughts in 2009, 2014 and 2015 the upward trend in production 
has continued .

(3) The government concluded that the country was not only self-sufficient 
but had enough to export.

 z Ranks in food grain production :
(1) India is among the top producers of several crops such as wheat, rice, 

pulses, sugarcane and cotton.
(2) It is the highest producer of milk and second highest producer of fruits and 

vegetables.
(3) It also accounted for about 25% of the total quantity of cotton produced 

1 Farmer Distress, Challenges and 
Solutions (Agriculture Theme)
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besides being the 2nd highest exporter.
 z Agriculture Yield: The agricultural yield (quantity of a crop produced per unit of 

land) is found to be lower in the case of most crops, as compared to other top 
producing countries such as China, brazil and the United States.

 z Although India ranks third in the production of rice, its yield is lower than
 z brazil, China and the United States. The same trend is observed for pulses, 

where it is the second highest producer. 
 z (Data source:  PRS)
 z Farm Equipment: India has mechanised over the last few years and is a leading 

producer of farm equipment. India ranks 1st in tractor production in the World. 
 z Trend of production: There has been a rising trend in the production of food 

grains (275MT) as well as cereals (250MT) in recent years. The production of 
pulses on the other hand has been fluctuating and is around 18MT.

 z Horticulture: The Area, total production as well as productivity of the 
horticulture sector has increased consistently. This is significant as Horticulture 
has the highest returns ratio. (Returns of horticulture is Rs. 3 lakh per hectare, 
cereals Rs. 35k/ha, pulses 30k/ha.). But still only 10 percent area is under 
horticulture. 

 z Agri Exports: India is one of the leading agri exporting countries. 2017-18 India 
earned 37bn$ and stood 15th internationally. The New Export Policy for Agri 
Growth targets to scale up the exports to 60 bn$ by 2022. 

What are 
advantages 
for india in 
agriculture?

(Image source : India brand equity foundation)
What is the 
agrarian crisis

 z Agrarian distress refers to the constantly exacerbating problems before Indian 
farmers such as low and non remunerative prices, rising indebtedness, falling 
productivity and climate change induced unsustainability.

 z This has resulted in distress migration, farmer suicides, social tensions, 
feminization of agriculture, demand for reservations etc.

 What are the main reason for agricultural crisis in India?
Rising 
population, 

(1) The main reason  is the rising pressure of population on farming and land assets. 
 ¾ Eco Survey 2017-18 says that for Economic development India needs to
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decreasing 
land holding 
and increasing 
small farmers:

     remove people from Agriculture sector and employ them in manufacturing. 
 ¾ As per Agriculture census - 
 ¾ Average farm size in India is small, at 1.15 hectare, and since 1970-71, there 

has been a steady declining trend in land holdings.  
 ¾ 63 per cent holdings are less than 1 ha accounting for 19 per cent of the 

total operated area whereas; over 86 percent holdings are less than 2 ha 
accounting for nearly 40 per cent of the total area. 

(2) Increase in small farmers:

 ¾ The small and marginal land holdings (less than 2 hectares) account for 
85% of land holdings. This is a major limitation to reaping the benefits of 
economies of scale.

 ¾ They have little marketable surplus, they are left with low bargaining power 
and no say over prices.

 ¾ They face serious challenges, including a lack of better price realization, 
market information and knowledge, weak market linkages for their produce 
and inefficient supply chains. 

Solutions (1) Cluster based farming
(2) Contract Farming
(3) Land leasing

NITI Ayog 
Model Bill on 
Land Leasing

 z NITI Ayog has proposed a Model Land Leasing Law in 2016. barring few states 
(Rajasthan, MP, UP) others haven't moved on it. 

 z Laws in India traditionally have not encouraged land leasing by allowing the 
transfer of title to the tenant. 

 z A land lease  is a lease agreement that permits the tenant to use a piece of 
land owned by the landlord in exchange for rent. 

 z The model law was created on the basis of the report of the Haque panel. It 
proposes to legalise the entire tenancy process for agricultural land at the 
national level.

 z Benefits of Land Leasing: 
 ¾ Land aggregation
 ¾ Increasing Productivity
 ¾ Increasing Income
 ¾ Post Harvest Tech
 ¾ Employment to farmers

 z Features of the Model Bill:
 ¾ Aims to increase agri efficiency.
 ¾ Security of land title for owner and security of tenure for tenant.
 ¾ Automatic resumption post lease period.
 ¾ Mutual contract.
 ¾ Crop insurance access to tenants.
 ¾ Incentive to tenant to make investment in land.

•	 Criticism/Challenges:
 ¾ Diversion of land to allied activities
 ¾ Encouraging of monoculture
 ¾ Decline in  food grain production
 ¾ Lack of clarity on lessee cultivator
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Contract 
Farming 
Model Act 
2018

 z Contract farming can be defined as agricultural production carried out 
according to an agreement between a buyer and farmers, which establishes 
conditions for the production and marketing of a farm product or products.

 z Union Agriculture Minister released Model Agriculture Produce and Livestock 
Contract Farming and Services (Promotion & Facilitation) Act, 2018

 z Based on this draft Model Act, legislatures of states can enact a law on contract 
farming as contracts fall under the Concurrent List of the Constitution. 

 z To double farmers income by 2022, NITI Aayog  is working with states to adopt 
first set of agri market reforms, including contract farming, online spot and 
futures trading besides encouraging private investment.

 z Imp Features:
 ¾ Farmer Protection: Protecting interest of the farmers considering them 

weaker party.
 ¾ Contracts all along the value chain can be entered into. 
 ¾ Registration: “Registering and Agreement Recording Committee” or an 

“Officer” for the purpose at district/block/ taluka level.
 ¾ Insurance: Product will be covered under crop/livestock insurance scheme. 
 ¾ Outside APMC: Contract framing to be outside the ambit of APMC Act.
 ¾ Structures: No permanent structure can be developed on farmers’ land/

premises.
 ¾ Title: No right, title of interest of the land shall vest in the sponsor.

 z Current Structure:
 ¾ The Model APMC Act, 2003 provided for contract farming and was released 

to the states. 
 ¾ 20 states have amended their APMC Acts to provide for contract farming, 

while Punjab has a separate law on contract farming.
 z Limitations of Current Structure:

(1) role of APMCs which are designated as an authority for registration and 
dispute settlement in most states

(2) provisions of stockholding limits on produce under contract farming
(3) poor publicity of contract farming among the farmers about its benefits.

 z Advantages to farmers
 ¾ Makes small scale farming more competitive.
 ¾ Assures market to the farmer.
 ¾ It reduces the risk of production, price and marketing costs.
 ¾ Open up new markets.
 ¾  Higher production of better quality, financial support in cash and /or kind 

and technical guidance. 
 ¾ Reduces the risk of the farmer.
 ¾ Teaches farmers new skills and use of technology. 

 z Advantages to Agro based companies
 ¾ Assured raw material of desired and consistent quality.
 ¾ Negotiated price avoids cost over runs. 
 ¾ Optimization of installed capacity of the company. 
 ¾ Overcoming of land constraint. 

 z Challenges for farmers
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 ¾ Marketing and production related failures.
 ¾ delay in payments.
 ¾ Manipulation of quotas. 
 ¾ Indebtedness through advances. 

 z Challenges for companies
 ¾ Contracted farmers may face land constraints due to a lack of security of 

tenure, thus jeopardizing sustainable long-term operations.
 ¾ Social and cultural constraints may affect farmers' ability to produce to 

managers' specifications.
 ¾ Poor management and lack of consultation with farmers may lead to farmer 

discontent.
 ¾ Farmers may sell outside the contract (extra-contractual marketing) thereby 

reducing processing factory throughput.
 ¾ Farmers may divert inputs supplied on credit to other purposes, thereby 

reducing yields.

Seeds  z It is one of the most imp input in agriculture.
 z Challenges -

 ¾ Low replacement rate of seeds. 
 ¾ Use of farm seeds by farmers instead of certified seeds from official agencies 

results in lower yields. 
 ¾ Government policies have stifled investment, research and marketing of 

certified seeds, thus increasing their costs and compelling farmers to go far 
farm saved seeds. 

 ■ Solutions -
 ¾ Encourage seed banks at local level.
 ¾ Encourage private sector participation in seeds. 
 ¾ Boost to R& D in seeds and increasing the awareness of seeds. 

Fertilizers  z Excessive and imbalanced use of fertilizers by Indian farmers caused distorted 
policies. It has replaced traditional Indian practice of organic manure which 
helped in keeping the soil healthy.

 z Urea is subsidized while other fertilizers have been deregulated (P and K)
resulting in excessive use of Urea. 

 z This imbalanced use causes reduction in fertility of the soil and other harmful 
impacts as the runoff into water negatively impacts aquatic life as well. 

 z The eutrophication in rivers commonly seen in Indian rivers is also because of 
this runoff. 

 z Hence PM has asked for reducing by half the usage of Urea. 
 z As per Survey 2015-16 the fertilizer subsidy casts a huge burden on the exchequer 

and is further misdirected as it is cornered by big farmers, is smuggled out to 
foreign countries (Nepal and bangladesh) and is sold in the black market. 

 z Further restrictions on movement, import and cost plus subsidy to select 
producers of Urea creates a distorted environment. 

 ■ Solutions -
 ¾ Removing the restrictions on import. 
 ¾ decontrolling the price. 
 ¾ Reforming the subsidy so that the more efficient producers get more 

subsidy and not vice versa. 
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 ¾ Promoting organic fertilizers. 
 ¾ Increasing the use of Neem coated Urea.  

 ■ It helps to stop leaching of Urea.
 ■ It stops diversion of Urea to Chemical industry. 
 ■ Will generate employment for rural population. 
 ■ Neem is a natural insecticide. 
 ■ Neem releases the nutrients gradually, allowing plants to better absorb 

them and increase their yield. 
Pesticides  z Help control the attack o f various agents on crops, fruits and vegetables. 

 z but as last year's episode in Yavatmal has shown they pose a grave risk to 
farmers and agri labourers who use them. 

 z Further, the residue of pesticide can also harm the consumers of such pesticides 
which are toxic chemicals. 

 ■ Solutions :
(1) Increasing awareness regarding the harmful impacts.
(2) Use of bio-pesticides must be resorted to.
(3) Popularising organic farming. 
(4) Pesticide Management Bill 2017 that is pending must be passed to 

replace the older Act. 
(5) Insurance coverage of farmers and agri workers. 

Irrigation/
Water

 z demand for water is increasing and due to climate change availability is 
becoming more erratic. 

 z Despite India having largest area under irrigation, it is still less in terms of percentage. 
 z Further the irrigated area is concentrated in states such as West UP, Punjab and 

Haryana. Thus 64% of area is rainfed.
 z Tube wells account for the largest expansion in source of irrigation in recent 

years. Thus ground water table of India is falling. 
 z A lot of water is wasted in India on account of traditional methods of irrigation 

such as canal based irrigation. 
 z This has reduced the water use efficiency i.e. more water is needed to produce 

food grain in India. This has made India a Net Water Exporting Country. Water 
Footprint Network (WFN) database says India had the lowest virtual imports of 
water in the world. (In 2014-15 it took 10 trillion litres of water to produce the 
37 lakh tonnes of Basmati exported from India.)

 ■ Solutions:
 ¾ Increasing water use efficiency - More crop per drop.
 ¾ Better practices such as drip and sprinkle irrigation and modern tech like 

Precision Farming must be used.
 ¾ The incomplete irrigation projects at State level and connecting links with 

projects must be completed. 
 ¾ Increasing the coverage of irrigation - Har Khet Ko Paani.
 ¾ Populist policies such as free power must be avoided. 

Credit  z Domination of informal source of credit, especially moneylenders. 
 z The proportion of debt from informal sources is rising as there is a increase in 

tenants and reduction in owner cultivators.
 z This leads the farmer into a debt trap that has often ended in suicide. 
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 ■ Solution:
 ¾ Tenancy law reforms and implementation of land leasing.
 ¾ Increasing sources of formal credit for farmers.
 ¾ Easier access to formal credit. 
 ¾ Overall reforms of the agriculture sector. 
 ¾ One time loan waiver scheme. 

Insurance  z PM FasalBima Yojana has capped the premium for farmers while the state has 
taken on the responsibility of remaining premium. 

 z It is a pan India scheme with participation from public and private sector. 
 ■ Challenges : 

 ¾ Slow settlement of claims and allegations of insufficient settlement 
despite disaster. 

 ¾ Lack of contact person or offices of the insurance company at district and 
even at state capital level.

 ¾ Lack of grievance redressal mechanism.
 ¾ Banks enrolled as agents. Often loans are granted on the condition of 

subscription to insurance.
 ¾ In case of claim settlements, banks deduct outstanding of loans. 
 ¾ Usage of technology to forecast next year's monsoon and accordingly 

tempering marketing campaigns. 
 ■ Solutions-

 ¾ 3 year insurance subscription.
 ¾ disallowing banks to sell insurance. 
 ¾ Instituting grievance redressal system that is user friendly.
 ¾ Not allowing the current system of district level monopoly. 

Less 
Mechanised 
Farming

 z Mechanization improves efficiency of man power, reduction in input costs, 
increasing the net cultivated area,  improving the quality of cultivation, 
increasing farm output, adopting crop diversification, reduction in losses, and 
earning income. 

 z India is World leader in manufacturing tractors and other traditional farm 
implements. 

 ■ Challenges : 
 ¾ Tractorization and not mechanisation. 
 ¾ India does not produce high end agri machines.
 ¾  inadequacy of farm power and machinery with farmers.
 ¾ Region specific variation in level of farm mechanization. 
 ¾ Small holdings.
 ¾ Agrarian crises and unaffordability of machines. 
 ¾ Lack of training and extension facilities for machines. 

 ■ Solutions
 ¾ Increase the availability of credit to this sector.
 ¾ Create ecosystem for R&D in higher end farm machines. 
 ¾ Make assured supply of electricity available. 
 ¾ Terrain specific tools must be developed. 
 ¾ Gender sensitive machines must be created. 
 ¾ Custom hiring centres must be created in PPP mode for small and 

marginal farmers.  
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 ¾ Flexible subsidies for procuring machines and implements.
Feminization 
of agriculture

 z Number of women in agriculture: Women make up about 33% of cultivators 
and about 47% of agricultural labourers in rural India.

 z Causes of feminization: Economic Survey 2017-18 says that with growing rural 
to urban migration by men, there is ‘feminisation’ of agriculture sector. It is 
increasing number of women in multiple roles as cultivators, entrepreneurs, 
and labourers.

 z Challenges: Patriarchal nature of society, land titles not in their name, lack of 
access to credit, insurance and other facilities, lack of skills and training, lack of 
women friendly implements etc. 

 z Role of women in agriculture :
(1) Ensuring food security: Globally, there is empirical evidence that women have 

a decisive role in ensuring food security and preserving local agro-biodiversity.
(2) Integrated management of  natural resources: Rural women are responsible 

for the integrated management and use of diverse natural resources to 
meet the daily household needs.

(3) Fighting mal nutrition: Given financial support and choice in crop selection, 
women farmers preferred crops that would contribute to household dietary 
diversity while promoting food and nutrition security. Male farmers, on the 
other hand are found to be more inclined to use the farmland for cash crops

 z Steps Taken:
 ¾ Budget allocation: Earmarking at least 30% of the budget allocation for 

women beneficiaries in all ongoing schemes/programmes and development 
activities. 

 ¾ Women centric activities: Initiating women centric activities to ensure 
benefits of various beneficiary-oriented programs/schemes reach them.

 ¾ SHGs: Focusing on women self-help group (SHG) to connect them to micro-
credit through capacity building activities and to provide information and 
ensuring their representation in different decision-making bodies. 

 ¾ Women Farmer’s Day: Recognizing the critical role of women in agriculture, 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare has declared 15th October 
of every year as Women Farmer’s day.

 z Way Forward:
 ¾ Access to resources: The differential access of women to resources like land, 

credit, water, seeds and markets needs to be addressed.
 ¾ Financial support :Making women participants in the financial aspects of 

the farm and family is both a cause and result of achieving success in this 
regard. Financial support specifically ensuring availability of institutional 
credit to women farmers is the key.

 ¾ Skill and knowledge: The complementary necessity is skill and knowledge 
transfer in sustainable agriculture techniques, crop varieties and farm. 

 ¾ Gender specific intervention: With women predominant at all levels-
production, pre-harvest, post-harvest processing, packaging, marketing – 
of the agricultural value chain, to increase productivity in agriculture, it is 
imperative to adopt gender specific interventions.
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Minimum 
Support price 
issue

 z Fixing of MSP:
 ¾ The Commission for Agricultural Costs & Prices (CACP) in the Ministry of 

Agriculture recommends MSPs for 23 crops.
 ¾ These include 14 grown during the kharif/post-monsoon season and six 

in rabi/winter (wheat, barley, chana, masur, mustard and safflower), apart 
from sugarcane, jute and copra.

 ¾ The CACP is supposed to consider various factors while recommending the 
MSP for a commodity, including cost of cultivation.

 z New Changes:
 ¾ The Budget for 2018-19 announced that MSPs would henceforth be fixed at 

1½ times of the production costs for crops as a “pre-determined principle”.
 ¾ The CACP’s job will be only to estimate production costs for a season and 

recommend the MSPs by applying the 1.5-times formula.
 z Calculation of production cost:

 ¾ The CACP does not do any field-based cost estimates itself.
 ¾ It merely makes projections using state-wise, crop-specific production 

cost estimates provided by the Directorate of Economics & Statistics in the 
Agriculture Ministry.

 z Types of production cost:
 ¾ The CACP further projects three kinds of production cost for every crop, 

both at state and all-India average levels.
 ¾ ‘A2' :  Costs directly incurred by the farmer( seeds, fertilisers,)
 ¾ ‘A2+FL' : A2 plus an imputed value of unpaid family labour.
 ¾ ‘C2’:  Rentals and interest forgone on owned land and fixed capital assets, 

on top of (A2+FL)
 z New costs:

 ¾ CACP’s ‘Price Policy for Kharif Crops: The Marketing Season 2018-19’ report 
states that its MSP recommendation is based on 1.5 times the A2+FL costs.

 z What are critics saying?
 z Farm activists say that the 1.5-times MSP formula (originally recommended by 

M S Swaminathan ) should have been applied on the C2 costs.
 z What are the other limitations of MSP? 

 ¾ Operations are carried out in limited areas of Punjab, Haryana, West UP, 
Andhra Pradesh etc. only.

 ¾ Farmers are generally not aware of the provisions of MSP.
 ¾ MSP are not declared for all the crops taken up and practically not carried 

out even for all the crops for which announcements are made.
 ¾ Farmers allege that the entire quantity of their production is often not 

bought by the government, unlike waht is promised. 
 ¾ The procurement points are distant and often not known to the farmers 

making it difficult for the farmers to take their production to these places
 z Differential Pricing: This concept was given by the NITI Ayog to optimizing the 

cost burden of fulfilling the MSP related commitment. Instead of buying all the 
foodgrain at the said MSP, government can pay the differential price with respect 
to the market price that the farmer has received. This will also lower the cost and 
losses of holding huge amount of foodgrains in the storehouses of FCI. 
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Market Issues  z Agri prod has increased but farmer's income has not.
 z Agri markets are fragmented based on the jurisdiction of the APMCs. 
 z Middlemen dominate the market denying remunerative prices to farmers. 
 z According to Ashok Gulati, former chairman of the Commission for Agricultural 

Costs and Prices, commission agents in Delhi charge exorbitant fees ranging 
from 6 per cent to 15 per cent.

 z Appropriate infrastructure is not available leading to losses- drying yards, cold 
storages, transport etc. 

 z Farmers are not able to sell their produce at markets where there are better rates. 
 ■ Solutions-

 z There must be direct interface between farmer and final consumer.
 z He must have the right to sell to whomsoever he wishes. 
 z Creating seamless All India Market with proper information being available to 

the farmers. 
 z Shifting agriculture market from State list to Concurrent list. This would help in 

the above stated goal. 
 z Private investment must be invited to upgrade and build large storage and 

warehousing systems that are climate resilient. 
 z Increasing the access to the market by building market in the radius of 5km to 

the farmers home/field as suggested by NCF. 
Food 
Processing

 z Committee of State Ministers, in charge of Agricultural Marketing to Promote 
Reforms (2013) -post-harvest losses of various commodities ranged from 6 to 
18 per cent. 

 z 40 per cent of all fruits and vegetables are lost annually in India between 
the grower and the consumer mainly due to lack of storage facilities, a weak 
transportation system and bad roads.

 z Importance for India:
 z Reduce waste
 z Increase shelf life, choice, quality of food.
 z Create employment for the disguised unemployed youth in agri. 
 z Huge export potential and earning forex. 
 z Crop diversification. 
 z Forward and backward linkages. 
 z Govt Initiatives
 z Pradhan Mantri Kisan SAMPADA Yojana (Scheme for Agro-Marine Processing 

and Development of Agro-Processing Clusters) with an allocation of Rs. 6,000 
crore for the period 2016-20 

 z Mega Food Park Scheme
 z Cold chain infrastructure
 z 100% FDI allowed

Why doubling 
of farmers 
income?

 z The National Commission on Agriculture (1976) as well as the NCF (2006) had 
categorically emphasised that higher output alone will not provide higher 
income to farmers unless it is well marketed.

 z Production has risen from 51 million tonnes in 1951 to 217 million tonnes in 
2017 but farmers income has not risen proportionately. 

 z Dalwai Committee has pointed out that farmer's share in the consumer price is  
in the range of 15-40%. 



 20   Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs December - 2018  (Study Material)

The Unique Academy

 z Hence the new approach to focus on doubling of farmers income by 2022 was 
announced by the government  in its Union budget 2016-17.
DalwaiCmt Terms -

 ¾ Prepare plan to shift farm policies to income based from current production-
oriented.

 ¾ Identify potential areas of agriculture where more investment should happen.
 ¾ Suggest ways to reduce the risk of farming by diversifying to horticulture 

and allied activities like livestock and fisheries to boost income.
 ¾ Suggest measures for reducing the cost of cultivation and addressing 

unpredictability of weather and price fluctuations in farm sector.... 
Recommendations -

 ¾ Agricultural Marketing - The committee has called for placing agricultural 
marketing in the Concurrent list for creation of and All India Market. 

 ¾ State Level Measures -
 ¾ Creation of better physical infrastructure.
 ¾ Improved price information dissemination campaigns.
 ¾ Reforming regulations that force farmers to sell their produce to local 

monopolies.
 ¾ Producer Organisations - It suggested increasing the number of farmer 

producer and village producer organisations (FPO/VPO).
 ¾ State Governments may convert their principal and sub-market yards into 

full-fledged and independent markets.
 ¾ Upgrading the existing rural periodical markets as Primary Rural Agricultural 

Markets for meeting the rural retail markets demand.
 ¾ Committee has suggested offering pledge finance i.e.post-harvest loan 

against produce as collateral.
 ¾ Upgrading storage godowns, including cold storages is a prerequisite to 

make available Negotiable Warehouse Receipts for these loans.
 ¾ Comprehensive guidelines to promote warehouse-based post-harvest loans 

and eNWR (Negotiable Warehouse Receipts) based trading.
Climate 
Change

 z Impact of climate change :These predictions imply that in the absence of 
any adaptation by farmers and any changes in policy (such as irrigation), farm 
incomes will be lower by around 12% on an average in the coming years. 
Unirrigated areas will be the most severely affected, with potential losses 
amounting to 18% of annual revenue.

Economic 
survey on 
climate change 
and Indian 
Agriculture

 z This years economic survey have one chapter on Indian agri and cliamate 
change.

 z The chapter discusses the impact of extreme rainfall and temperatures on farm 
incomes and crop yields.

 z Problems:
 z Reduction  in  Agri incomes :Climate change could reduce agricultural incomes 

by up to 25% .
 z Lack of policy support :If government policy does not respond to changing 

rainfall and temperature patterns, a loss of 15%-18% is likely in farm income. It 
could rise to 20%-25% in unirrigated areas .

 z Solutions given:
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 ¾ Expansion of irrigation :Irrigation be expanded to more parts of the country 
 ¾ Direct income support:  Farmers must get direct income support instead of 

subsidies.
 ¾ Agriculture Research: agriculture research is important to lift crop yields, 

and power subsidies must be replaced by direct benefit transfers.
IPCC 5th 
Assessment 
report 2014
(Points specific 
to India)

 z Climate change will especially affect the livelihoods of people. 
 z Agriculture the mainstay of the Indian economy  will see dramatic changes in 

yields, affecting people’s right to food security.
 z Estimated loss: In India, the estimated countrywide agricultural loss in 2030 is 

over $7 billion. It will severely affect the income of 10 per cent of the population.
 z Estimated Yield Reduction:

 ¾ Monsoon sorghum grain yield is projected to decline by 2-14 per cent by 
2020, with worsening yields by 2050 and 2080.

 ¾ Wheat yields in the Indo-Gangetic plains are expected to experience a 51 
per cent reduction in the most high-yielding areas due to heat stress. This 
region currently produces 14 to 15 per cent of the world’s wheat and feeds 
around 200 million people of the region.

 z On Rice: With current temperatures approaching critical levels in North India in 
October, South India in April and August and in East India from March to June, 
rice development will accelerate and reduce the time required for growth.

 z On forests: A third of forest areas in India are projected to change by 2100, with 
deciduous forests changing into evergreen ones due to increased precipitation. 
Human pressures are, however, expected to slow these changes.

Initiatives by 
Govt to tackle 
climate change

 z National Mission on Sustainable Agriculture launched in 2010 under National 
Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) addresses both mitigation and 
adaptation to climate change

 z It acts programmes such as System of Rice Intensification (SRI) against 
conventional rice cultivation and coverage of milch animals under Ration 
balancing Programme. 

 z National Initiative on Climate Resilient Agriculture has also been launched in 
2011 to address both adaptation and mitigation in agriculture sector. 

 z The National Food Security Act, 2013 promulgated by the government is aimed 
at ensuring  timely and efficient procurement and distribution of food grains, 
building up and maintenance of food stocks, their efficient storage, movement 
and delivery to the distributing agencies and monitoring of production, stock 
and price levels of food grains. 

 z Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana has been formulated with the vision of 
extending the coverage of irrigation and improving water use efficiency ‘More 
crop per drop'.

 z  Pradhan Mantri FasalBima Yojana has been launched for farmers’ welfare. 
 z Another scheme has been launched to provide Soil Health Card to every farmer. 

Further Government of India has set up the goal is to double the income of the 
farmers by 2022.

 z Another important initiative relating to rivers is the National Mission for Clean 
Ganga which seeks to rejuvenate the river along its length of more than 2,500 km.

 z KUSUM Scheme
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 z GOBAR DHAN
(Source: PIb)

Impacts of 
different 
subsidies:

(1) Fertiliser subsidies, especially on urea, have led to the imbalanced use of soil 
nutrients.

(2) The subsidies are often cornered by the more well off farmers and the small 
and marginal farmers dont get the benefit. Eco Survey 2016-17 refers to this as 
'bounties to the well off'. 

(3) A lot of the subsidized fertilizer is smuggled across the borders and sold in 
Nepal and bangladesh. 

(4) The subsidy on irrigation water has resulted in an inefficient use of scarce water.
(5) Highly subsidised power has led to over-exploitation of groundwater. As per 

NASA the water table is falling every year by 0.3 metres. 
(6) Subsidy on the interest rates on crop loans has diverted substantial amounts of 

agri-credit to non-agricultural use.

Agri Exports  z The Union Cabinet  approved the Agriculture Export Policy.
 z It aims at 

 ¾ increasing India’s exports to $60 billion by 2022 from the current $37 billion.
 ¾ diversify our export basket, destinations and boost high value and value 

added agricultural exports including focus on perishables.
 ¾ To promote novel, indigenous, organic, ethnic, traditional and non-traditional 

Agri products exports.
 ¾ double India’s share in world agri exports by integrating with global value 

chain 

Imp  z Reforms in tenancy laws, land leasing, distribution of ceiling surplus land and 
wasteland, providing adequate access to common property and wasteland 
resources, and the consolidation of holdings.

 z Prevent diversion of prime agricultural land and forest to the corporate sector 
for non-agricultural purposes.
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Recommen-
dations of 
Swaminathan 
Committee

 z Establish a National Land Use Advisory Service, which would have the capacity 
to link land use decisions with ecological meteorological and marketing factors 
on a location and season-specific basis.

 z Rainwater harvesting and aquifer recharge should be mandatory and farmers 
must be provided with financial assistance to invest in the replenishment of 
their renewable resource. 

 z improved irrigation practices, including sprinkler and drip irrigation
 z A water literacy movement should be launched and regulations should be 

developed for the sustainable use of groundwater.
 z In water-scarce areas, the land use system should place emphasis on the 

cultivation of high value – low water requiring crops, such as pulses and 
oilseeds.

 z A Pani Panchayat in every village can help in getting the available water 
distributed on an equitable basis.

 z In drought-prone areas, a Drought Code may be introduced which details the 
action needed to minimize the impact of an adverse monsoon and maximize 
the benefits of a good season. Similarly, in areas prone to heavy rainfall, a Flood 
Code may be introduced.

 z  Livestock Feed and Fodder Corporations at the State Level for ensuring 
availability of quality fodder and feed.

 z A National Livestock Development Council may be established to give 
integrated attention to all aspects

 z “Fish for All Training and Capacity Building Centres” which can impart training 
to fisher families in all aspects of the capture/culture–consumption chain.

 z Inland aquaculture, including the culture of ornamental fish and air-breathing 
fish, for additional income by providing necessary space in ponds and reservoirs.

 z There is a need for both credit and insurance literacy in villages.
 z Expand the outreach of the formal credit system to reach the really poor and 

needy.
 z drought-prone areas should have a 4-5 year repayment cycle for crop loans, 

taking into account the management of risk.
 z Cooperative farming will be ideal for small and marginal farmers since the 

cooperative can provide centralized services like tractors and other farm 
equipment as well as threshing and drying machines, to support small-scale 
decentralized production.

 z Group Farming by Self-help Groups: promote the SHGs at the production end 
of the farming enterprise by encouraging groups to lease farmland.

 z Symbiotic contracts which confer benefits to both producers and purchasers, 
will be ideal for ensuring assured and remunerative marketing opportunities.

 z Youth will be attracted to take to farming as a profession only if farming 
becomes economically rewarding and intellectually stimulating.

 z Educated youth should be helped through a form of Venture Capital Fund, 
low-interest loans and allotment of wastelands for setting up agri-clinics and 
production-cum-processing centres to undertake outsourcing jobs both from 
within and outside the country, enabling India to emerge as a major agricultural 
outsourcing hub.
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 z The scope of the MSP programme should be expanded to cover all crops of 
importance to food and income security for small farmers.

 z Indian Trade Organisation (ITO) should be established to help the Government 
to operate a Livelihood Security Box and link global policies with local action in 
a manner beneficial to farmers.

 z Panchayats with responsibility for agriculture including agricultural extension. 
They will have to be empowered with the needed information, training and 
tools for discharging this responsibility.

Source PRS, The Hindu, IFFRI, IBBF, Indian Express ,Live mint, PIB
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Syllabus  z GS2: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the 
Centre and States and the performance of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, 
institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these 
vulnerable sections.

 z GS2: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 
relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Why in the 
news?

 z The Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2016 passed in Lok Sabha. 

Background  z Surrogacy: A contract in which a woman carries a pregnancy “for” another couple. 
 z  ART: The advent of new Assisted Reproductive Technology (ART) has changed 

nature of surrogacy from altruistic to commercial.
 z India as a hub :

(1) A $ 2.3 billion industry. 
(2) but surrogate mothers are paid less than a tenth of what they get in the US.
(3) Reported incidents such as unethical practices, exploitation of surrogate 

mothers, abandonment of children born out of surrogacy, rackets of 
intermediaries importing human embryos and gametes.

 z The 228th report of the Law Commission of India: Recommended for 
prohibiting commercial surrogacy and allowing ethical altruistic surrogacy to 
the needy Indian citizens. 

Key provisions 
of the 
surrogacy 
(Regulation) 
Bill 2016

 z Definition of Surrogacy :It is an arrangement whereby an intending couple 
commissions a surrogate mother to carry their child.

 z Eligibility:
 ■ The intending couple must be :
 ¾  Indian citizens
 ¾ Married for at least five years with at least one of them being infertile. 

 z Close relative: The surrogate motherhas to be a close relative who has been 
married and has had a child of her own.

 z No Payment:  No payment other than reasonable medical expenses can be 
made to her. 

 z Legal status of surrogate child: deemed to be the biological child of the 
intending couple.

 z Authorities:  Central and state governments will appoint appropriate authorities 
to grant eligibility certificates to the intending couple and the surrogate mother 
and regulate surrogacy clinics.

 z Fine:  Undertaking surrogacy for a fee, advertising it or exploiting the surrogate 
mother will be punishable with imprisonment for minimum 10 years and a 
fine of up to Rs 10 lakh.

 z The Bill shall apply to whole of India, except the state of Jammu and Kashmir.  

2         Surrogacy Bill
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What are 
changes made 
in this bill 
from previous 
bill?

 z Reduction of punishment :
(1) The earlier version provided for a minimum jail term of 10 years for some 

offences; the present one sets a maximum of 10 years.
 z Giving option to surrogate mother:

(1) The present bill forbids the surrogate mother to use her own gametes 
(eggs).

(2) It gives her the option to withdraw before the embryo is implanted.
(3) Also puts a condition for obtaining a “certificate of essentiality” that the 

intending couple needs.
(4) They must provide a 16 - month insurance coverage for the surrogate 

mother including postpartum complications. 

Standing 
Cmt. Rec not 
included?

 z The bill did not make several changes sought by the Standing Committee.
 ■ Live-in relationships

(1) As Supreme Court has recognised live-in relationships.
(2) The Standing Committee had recommended that the government should 

broadbase the eligibility criteria in this regard.
 ■ Altruistic Surrogacy

(1) It recommended that compensation be the norm and the word altruistic 
should be replaced with compensated.

(2) Altruistic surrogacy it observed is tantamount to exploitation. 

Benefits  z Benefits to Indian couple: All infertile Indian married couple who want to avail 
ethical surrogacy will be benefited.

 z Protection of rights: Further the rights of surrogate mother and children born 
out of surrogacy will be protected.

 z Regulation of surrogacy: The major benefits of the Act would be that it will 
regulate the surrogacy services in the country.

 z Altruistic surrogacy: While commercial surrogacy will be prohibited including 
sale and purchase of human embryo and gametes, ethical surrogacy to the 
needy infertile couples will be allowed on fulfillment of certain conditions and 
for specific purposes.

 z Control of unethical practices: It will control the unethical practices in surrogacy, 
prevent commercialization of surrogacy and will prohibit potential exploitation 
of surrogate mothers and children born through surrogacy.  

Issues with the 
Bill

 z Only for couples who don’t have child:
(1) The bill permits surrogacy only for couples who cannot conceive a child. 
(2) This procedure is not allowed in case of any other medical conditions 

which could prevent a woman from giving birth to a child.
 z LGBT persons:

(1) Citizens who still don’t have a right to marry — LGBT persons — are denied 
the option despite the judgment in Navtej Singh Johar case.

 z Eligibility criteria:
(1) The Bill specifies eligibility conditions that need to be fulfilled by the 

intending couple.
(2) Further, it allows additional conditions to be prescribed by regulations. 
(3) This may be excessive delegation of legislative powers.

 z Certificate:
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(1) The surrogate mother and the intending couple need eligibility certificates 
from the appropriate authority. 

(2) The bill does not specify a time limit within which such certificates will be 
granted.  

 z  It also does not specify an appeal process in case the application is rejected.
 z The Bill does not define the term ‘close relative’ used for surrogate mother. 
 z Further, the surrogate mother (close relative) may donate her own egg for the 

pregnancy.  This may lead to negative health consequences for the surrogate 
baby.

 z For an abortion, in addition to complying with the Medical Termination of 
Pregnancy Act, 1971, the approval of the appropriate authority and the consent 
of the surrogate mother is required.  The bill does not specify a time limit for 
granting such an approval. 

 z Further, the intending couple has no say in the consent to abort. 
Concerns  z Altruistic surrogacy: Altruistic surrogacy could be more exploitative than 

commercial surrogacy for women in the prevailing patriarchal structure of 
society.

 z Exploitation: The consent of the surrogate may be obtained through coercion 
and exploitation due to family pressures.

 z No commercial value: Prevents women from being paid for their reproductive 
labour and expecting them to provide it for free.

 z Health support: Altruistic arrangements do not provide any support to the 
surrogate mother in the course of the pregnancy.

 z Medical infertility :
(1) Medical infertility is usually defined as the inability to achieve pregnancy 

after a year or two of trying to conceive a child.
(2) Hence, there is no reason to compel the intended couple to wait for a period 

of five years. 

What could be 
done?

 z Regulation of commercial surrogacy: It was recommended that commercial 
surrogacy should be regulated through a comprehensive compensation policy.

 z Inclusion: Surrogacy bill should include single parents, same-sex couples, 
transgender persons and different units of families that can access surrogacy.

 z Surrogacy contracts:
(1) Surrogacy contracts are made properly by the parties and are not 

discriminatory or adversely affecting the interests of the surrogate women.
(2) She should be adequately and reasonably compensated and the 

compensation should be commensurate with all the costs she bears.
 z Adoption:

(1) The long and tedious process of adoption needs to be made easy.

Source  z The Hindu, Indian Express, PIB, PRS India, LiveLaw.
Question  z Lok Sabha has passed Surrogacy Regulation Bill 2016. Critically analyze its 

provisions.
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Syllabus 
Relation

 z GS 2 (Polity and Governance): Government policies and interventions for 
development in various sectors, development processes and the development 
industry the role of NGOs, SHGs, various groups and associations, donors, charities

Why is it in the 
news?

 z Ministry of Labour & Employment is taking steps for simplification, 
amalgamation and rationalisation of Central Labour Laws.

 z The NITI Aayog has pressed for 'substantive' reforms in labour laws.
Concept  z The Labour reforms in India are meant to maintain industrial peace and to 

promote the welfare of labourers.
 z In India, labour is included in the concurrent list.

Context  z Currently, there are over 40 state and central laws regulating various aspects 
of labour - industrial disputes, working conditions in factories, and wage and 
bonus payments. 

 z The Second National Commission on Labour (2002) had recommended 
that existing labour laws should be classified into broader groups for easier 
compliance, such as (i) industrial relations, (ii) wages, (iii) social security, (iv) 
safety, and (v) welfare and working conditions.

 z This would also allow for uniformity in the coverage of various labour laws 
that are in force.

 z In this context, the Code on Wages, 2017 was introduced in Lok Sabha on 
August 10, 2017. 

Highlights of 
the "Code on 
Wages 2017"

 z The Code replaces four existing laws:
(1) The Payment of Wages Act, 1936,
(2) The Minimum Wages Act, 1948,
(3) The Payment of bonus Act, 1965, 
(4) The Equal Remuneration Act, 1976.

 z The central government will set minimum wages for certain employments 
including railways, and mines.

 z State governments will set minimum wages for all other employments. 
 z The Code provides that a national minimum wage may be set by the central 

government.
 z States cannot set minimum wages lower than the national minimum wage. 
 z Further, the central government may set separate national minimum wages 

for different states or regions of the country.  
 z Minimum wages must be revised by the central or state governments at an 

interval of five years.
 z The overtime rate will be at least twice the normal rate of wages of the 

employee.
Why labour 
reforms?

 z India poised to have the largest workforce in the world by 2025.
 z Labour force has the capability to define the growth and development of any 

country and plays the most important role in economic activity.

3 Labour Reforms
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 z For creating decent work environment and ensuring well-being and prosperity 
of its labour force.

Issue of 
organised and 
unorganised 
sector

 z The small proportion of organised labour enjoys an advantage with stringent 
laws and rules and regulations enabling them to fight for their rights.

 z The major chunk (92% unorganised sector) however consists of unorganised 
labour with almost no job or social security.

Labour 
problems in 
India

 z Under paid: Employees are under paid, far less than the wage conditions of 
the International Labour Organisation.

 z Exploitation: There are no proper working hours (office timing) and working 
for long hours makes workers vulnerable to over exploitation and adversely 
affects their health.

 z No proper security: no proper provision of life insurance and medical insurance 
for workers working in the unorganised sectors.

 z Contract labour: forces the employees, especially women to work in the same 
uncomfortable work conditions till their contract gets over.

 z Automation: The increasing use of robots and use of high-end technology 
results in reduced employment opportunities.

 z Abuse: Women employees face exploitation in the form of abusive language or 
even sexual exploitation at their work place.

 z No leisure: Employees are not provided with minimum number of holidays as 
prescribed by the International Labour Organisation.

Issue of Child 
labour

 z The Child Labour Act bans children below fourteen years of age engaged in 
both hazardous and non-hazardous activities and below eighteen years of age 
in hazardous activities.

 z However, there is a conflict in the definition of child labour itself.
 z Children are more vulnerable than other type of workers and it affects their 

education and health condition. 
Issue of plenty 
of labour laws

 z Indian labour market is spoiled by over-arching complexities of archaic labour 
laws.

 z Unmindful bureaucratic control and corrupt inspectorate having unlimited 
abilities to exploit the susceptible factory owners at the cost of welfare of the 
workers.

 z Complex legislation has held back India’s industrial ambitions, despite programs 
such as ‘Make in India’ designed to stimulate domestic manufacturing. 

Labour law 
flexibility and 
labour security

 z A major weakness of India is the ‘informalisation’ of the economy with large 
numbers of workers who have little job security and earn less too.

 z It is said that labour market liberalization is likely to augment employment 
flexibility, skill development and job creation on a wider scale.

 z Free market put emphasis on the amendments in labour laws enabling the 
employers to hire, fire and regulate the terms and conditions of employment 
according to exigencies of emerging market scenarios.

 z The government has been perceived as being very keen to introduce business-
friendly reforms.

Labour 
Demands

 z Rights of workers for decent treatment.
 z Fair wages.
 z Adequate social security.
 z Farmers are demanding better prices for their produce and financial safety nets. 
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Government 
Initiatives

(1) Prohibition of employment of children below 14 years in all occupations and 
processes through amendment in the Child Labour (Prohibition & Regulation) 
Act, 1986.

(2) Extending the coverage of Employees State Insurance by increase in the wage 
ceiling from Rs. 15000/- per month to Rs. 21000/- per month.

(3) Launching of unified Shram Suvidha Portal for allotment of a Unique Labour 
Identification Number (LIN) for establishments, filing of self-certified and 
simplified Online Annual Return and a transparent Labour Inspection Scheme 
through computerized system.

(4) Portability of Employees Provident Fund accounts through Universal Account 
Number (UAN).

(5) Social Security Act,2008 – It provides for social security and welfare of the 
unorganized workers.

(6) Minimum Wages Act,1948 – It sets the minimum wages that must be paid to 
skilled and unskilled labourers.

(7) SARVEKSHANA -Management of proper labour status with the help of National 
Sample Survey Organisation(NSSO).

(8) Maternity benefit Act,1961– The Act provides for maternity leave for women 
both before and after delivery.

(9) Employees’ Provident Fund Scheme and National Pension Scheme -The 
organisation under organised sector with more than twenty employees will 
contribute 12% of their salary in Provident Fund.

(10) Employee’s State Insurance (ESI) -The employees will get medical insurance 
through ESIC hospitals at the time of injury.

(11) UDAAN Scheme- to enhance the employability of unemployed youth of J&K. 
Way Ahead  z Progressive laws: It is imperative that labour laws are progressive and 

bureaucratic control is substituted by transparent governance.
 z Capacity Building :

(1) Equal emphasis should be laid on empowering the labour forces by 
enhancing their competencies.

(2) This can be accomplished by integrating vocational training with higher education.
 z National labour policy: A radical legislative intervention in labour market will 

be impossible without developing a broad-based and holistic national labour 
policy.

 z New opportunities: In the wake of highly automated manufacturing ecosystem, 
it is also important for the government of India to create new opportunities.

 z Digitization: Since the proposed code is expected to effect fair periodic 
inspections, a road map of digital inspection should be instituted for better 
transparency.

 z Adoption: When technologies change more rapidly, as they are now doing, 
and employers must change their processes, they must provide workers 
opportunities to learn the new skills necessary. 

 z Consensus: Reforms must be made with consensus amongst workers and their 
unions, and employers and their associations. Trust between workers and 
employers must be increased. 

Conclusion  z Labour reform is a tedious process but once implemented, it will be beneficial 
for industries and ultimately help in job creation.
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 z As a country with demographic dividend India must create a conducive 
atmosphere for industries for better employment generation.

 z The reforms will give the required push for simpler labour laws, and help in 
economic growth.  

Source The Hindu, Yojana, PRS, LiveMint, ET.
Question Maintaining balance between the labour security and promoting business-friendly 

reform is a policy challenge. Elucidate. 
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Syllabus 
relation

GS 3: Land reforms in India

Why is it in the 
news?

 z One of the demand of the recent farmers protests has been that government 
should recognize their legal rights over the land they till.

The Concept  z Land reforms refers to an institutional measure directed towards altering the 
existing pattern of ownership, tenancy and management of land.

 z Includes: Measures and policies relating to redistribution of land, regulation of 
rent, improving the conditions of tenancy, cooperative organisation, agricultural 
education, and so on.

 z Land is a State subjectbutland acquisition is in Concurrent subject.
History of 
Land policy in 
India

 z The land-revenue system implemented by Todar Mal during Akbar's regime 
marks the beginning of systematic efforts to manage the land.

 z It incorporated measurement, classification and fixation of rent as its main 
components.

Background  z Land reform is a part of the country’s freedom movement as the agrarian 
structure that we inherited from the British at the time of independence was 
of the feudalistic exploitative character.

 z Zamindars- intermediaries-moneylenders played a big role in exploiting the 
masses.

 z Tenants were burdened with high rents, unproductive cultivation and other 
forms of exploitation.

 z Hence the land reform measures aim not only at raising agricultural productivity 
but are also a tool for social uplift.

 z  Issues:
 z Land was concentrated in few hands.
 z Multiple intermediaries who had no vested interest in self-cultivation.
 z Leasing out land was a common practice.
 z The tenancy contracts were expropriative in nature and tenant exploitation 

was ubiquitous.
 z Post-Independence policy direction: Abolition of intermediaries, tenancy 

reforms, fixing ceiling on land holdings and consolidation of land holdings. 
Reform phases (1) The first phase (1950 - 72) :

 ¾ Three pronged efforts to abolition of the intermediaries, Tenancy reform, 
the redistribution of land using land ceilings.

 ¾ The abolition of intermediaries was relatively successful, but tenancy reform 
and land ceilings met with less success.

(2) The second phase (1972 - 85) shifted attention to bringing uncultivated land 
under cultivation.

(3) The third phase (1985 - 95):

4 Land Reforms
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 ¾ Focus on water and soil conservation through the Watershed Development, 
drought-Prone Area development (dPAP) and desert-Area development 
Programmes (dAdP).

 ¾ A central government Waste land development Agency was established to 
focus on wasteland and degraded land.

(1) The fourth phase (1995 onwards) centres on debates about the necessity to 
continue with land legislation and efforts to improve land revenue administration 
and, in particular, clarity in land records. 

Land 
Acquisition 
Act

Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, 
Rehabilitation & Resettlement Act, 2013:

 z The Act provides for land acquisition as well as rehabilitation and resettlement. 
It replaces the Land Acquisition Act, 1894.

 z All acquisitions require rehabilitation and resettlement to be provided to the 
people affected by the acquisition.

 z Compensation for the owners of the acquired land shall be four times the 
market value in case of rural areas and twice in case of urban areas.

 z In case of acquisition of land for use by private companies or public private 
partnerships, consent of 80% of the displaced people will be required.

 z Purchase of large pieces of land by private companies will require provision of 
rehabilitation and resettlement.

 z The provisions of this Act shall not apply to acquisitions under 16 existing 
legislations including the Special Economic Zones Act, 2005, the Atomic Energy 
Act, 1962, the Railways Act, 1989, etc. 

Arguments 
over Land 
Reforms and 
Legal changes

 z The Indian Constitution originally recognized the right to property as a 
fundamental right.

 z That right came under attack beginning with the first amendment in 1951.
 z The Morarji Desai government eventually scrapped the fundamental right to 

property with the forty-fourth amendment in 1978.
 z In its place came Article 300-A that makes it possible for a citizen to be 

dispossessed without compensation through an act of legislation.
 z Land reforms at one hand promotes equity, disperse concentration of land 

and curb exploitation, at other hand it results in Fragmentation of land and 
pockets of inefficiency. 

Recent 
Demands: 
The changing 
picture

 z Now during recent protests, farmers of Maharashtra have been demanding 
that the government should recognize their legal rights over the land they till.

 z It seems now it is the poor who have the biggest reason to cheer a reinstated 
fundamental right to property. There are two reasons for this :
(1) The poor have neither the legal resources nor the political heft to fight 

laws or administrative orders that allow governments take over their land.
(2) The poor do not have enough opportunities to make a living in formal jobs 

in case they are forcibly separated from their property.
 z The security of property provides incentives for a small farmer to invest in his 

land or a slum dweller to spend on basic infrastructure.
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Conclusion  z Although the efforts of the state have yielded benefits they have not yielded 
desired results.

 z The challenges are the large gaps between policy and legislation and between 
legislation and implementation.

Source The Hindu, Yojana, LiveMint, Planning Commission.
Question  z How have the land reform policies evolved in post-Independent India? Discuss 

the recent demands of farmers related to land ownership.
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Syllabus 
Relation

 z GS 2: Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of 
business, powers & privileges and issues arising out of these

Why is it in 
news?

 z The Central Government-imposed President's rule in Jammu and Kashmir 
starting from December 20, 2018, as the Governor's rule expires in the state six 
months after it was imposed.

What is 
president 
rule?

 z President's rule is the suspension of state government and imposition of direct 
Central Government rule in a state.

 z Article 356: in the event that a state government is unable to function according 
to constitutional provisions, the Central government can take direct control of 
the state machinery.

 z Subsequently, executive authority is exercised through the centrally appointed 
governor who has the authority to appoint other administrators to assist them.

Why 
governors 
rule and not 
president rule 
in J and K?

 z Special Case for J & K:
(1) In other states, President's Rule is imposed after collapse of the local 

government under Article 356 of the Constitution.
(2) But Jammu and Kashmir has its own separate Constitution that provides for 

an intermediary statutory layer in the state.
(3) As per Article 92 of the Jammu and Kashmir Constitution, Governor's Rule 

is imposed in the state for a period of six months.
(4) Jammu and Kashmir assembly remains under suspended animation during 

this period. However, the governor may dissolve the assembly.
(5) Suspended assembly means the elected MLAs remain in office and legislative 

assembly continues to exist without the power of legislation.
(6) The governor assumes the power of legislation during this period.
(7) At the expiry of six months of Governor's Rule and if suspension of assembly 

has not been revoked, Jammu and Kashmir comes under the President's 
Rule as mandated by the Constitution of India as per Article 356.

(8) However, in both the cases, the governor administers as per the Centre's directions.

When can 
President's 
Rule be 
imposed on a 
state?

 z State Legislature is unable to elect a leader as Chief Minister.
 z Collapse of a Coalition due to disagreements, parting ways within the members.
 z Serious breakdown law and order.
 z Elections postponed due to ineligible reasons.
 z Loss of majority in the state assembly.
 z Shoot up of insurgency or rebellion.

Diff between 
article 356 and 
365

 z Article 356:
(1) Mainly deals with emergency which is imposed on state when state 

machinery fails and is not able to work according to the constitution.
(2) Governor after reviewing the situation send his report to the President who 

acts accordingly.

5   President's Rule
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(3) If he imposes emergency then state government is suspended & all the task 
of the government is taken up by Parliament.

 z Article 365 :
(1) Comes into action when state does not comply to any of the direction given 

by the central government while exercising the executive power.
(2) Then President can after citing the reason that situation has arisen where 

the state government cannot work according to the constitution can 
suspend state government.

Difference 
between 
article 352 and 
356

Misuse of 
president rule

 z Political grounds:  Often, President’s Rule have been imposed purely on political 
grounds to topple the ministry formed by a party different from the one at the 
Centre, even if that particular party enjoyed majority in the Legislative Assembly.

 z Partisan consideration:  Suspending or dissolving assemblies and not giving a 
chance to the other political parties to form governments in states has been 
due to partisan consideration of the Union Government, for which Article 356 
has been clearly misused.

S. R. Bommai 
v. UOI

 z No Absolute Power: The verdict concluded that the power of the President to 
dismiss a State government is not absolute.

 z Parliament approval :
(1) President should exercise the power only after his proclamation (imposing 

his/her rule) is approved by both Houses of Parliament.
(2) Till then the President can only suspend the Legislative Assembly by 

suspending the provisions of Constitution relating to the Legislative 
Assembly.

 z The dissolution of Legislative Assembly is not a matter of course.
 z It should be resorted to only where it is found necessary for achieving the 

purposes of the Proclamation.
 z If not approved by the parliament:

(1) In case both Houses of Parliament do not approve the Proclamation, the 
Proclamation lapses at the end of the two-month period.

(2) In such a case, the government which was dismissed revives.
(3) The Legislative Assembly, which may have been kept in suspended animation 

gets reactivated.
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 z Judicial Review: Presidential Proclamation under Article 356 is subject to 
judicial review.

 z Significance of the S.R. Bommai vs Union of India case
(1) The case put an end to the arbitrary dismissal of State governments by a 

hostile Central government.
(2) The verdict also categorically ruled that the floor of the Assembly is the only 

forum that should test the majority of the government of the day.

Sarkaria 
Commission 
on President 
rule

 z Should be used only in last resort.
 z Proclamation by Parliament: the State Legislative Assembly should not be 

dissolved unless the proclamation is approved by the Parliament.
 z Alternative government:  all possibilities of forming an alternative government 

should be fully explored before the Centre imposes emergency in a State on 
grounds of breakdown of Constitutional machinery.

Conclusion  z This article was supposed to be use under rarest of rare cases. But we have 
seen its been used over 100 times till now and misuse of Article 356.

 z Article 356 is not supposed to be use to destroy that autonomy of the states.
 z It needs to be used in proper cases otherwise harms of the basic features of 

Indian Constitution that it’s federal structure otherwise it will become a Unitary 
Constitution.

 z Only the spirit of “Cooperative federalism” can preserve the balance between 
the Union and the State and promote the good in the people and not an attitude 
of dominance and superiority. 

Source The Hindu, Legal services, Mint, Indian express
Question  z The NITI Aayog is advocating cooperative federalism for fast and inclusive 

growth in India. In this wake analyse the use of President rule in Indian Politics. 
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Syllabus 
relation GS 3: Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Investment models.  

Why is it in the 
news?

 z Recently Prime Minister laid the Foundation Stones of City Gas Distribution 
(CGD) Projects in 65 Geographical Areas (GAs) in 129 Districts.

 z CGd networks will increase the availability of clean cooking fuel or Piped Natural 
Gas (PNG) and transportation fuel Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) for consumers.

More in the 
news

 z Government is working to move towards the gas-based economy.
 z Presently the share of gas in the country’s energy mix is just over 6% and the 

aim is to reach the 15% figure, while the world average is 24%.
 z Govt. is working on enhancing the LNG terminal capacity, renegotiating Indo-

Qatar Gas deal in this direction.
 z Govt. is also aiming to produce gas through agro-wastes and other products 

and including the same into the CGd network.
Background  z India plans to reduce by 2030 its carbon footprint by 33-35% from its 2005 

levels, as part of its commitments to COP21 in 2015.
 z Currently India is 3rd biggest emitter of Green House Gases (GHGs) after US 

and China.
 z As per WHO database released in May 2018, India has 14 out of 15 world’s 

most polluted cities in terms of PM 2.5 concentration.
Why Natural 
Gas?

(1) Safe and Cheaper:
 ¾ Natural gas is an environment friendly and cheaper fuel.
 ¾ Natural Gas (as CNG) is cheaper by 60% as compared with petrol and 45 % 

with respect to diesel.
 ¾ Similarly, Natural Gas (as PNG) is cheaper by 40 % as compared with market 

price LPG.
(2) Efficient:

 ¾ Natural Gas is supplied through pipelines, as there is no need to store 
cylinders in the kitchen and thus saves space.

(3) Reduces Carbon Emission:
 ¾ Shifting to Natural gas from fuels like pet coke and furnace oil  will help 

reducing the amount of carbon emission.
Significance 
of City Gas 
Distribution

(1) Environment friendly:CGD assumes significance in India, the biggest 
emitter of greenhouse gases after the US and China.

(2) Uninterrupted Supply: The expansion of CGD network to benefit industrial 
and commercial units by ensuring the uninterrupted supply of natural gas.

(3) Energy Saving: Since the present mode of delivering gas to consumers with 
cylinders is highly energy intensive, CGD project seems a right step.

(4) Cost-efficient: It is cost efficient as it is cheaper by 60% as compared with 
petrol and 45 % with respect to Diesel.

6 Gas Grid in India
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Concerns (1) Availability of Gas: Importing and made available the required amount of gas 
to everyone on an uninterrupted is a challenge.
(2) Infrastructure bottleneck:

 ¾ Due to lack of available infrastructure, the CGD project could face delay in 
implementation.

(3) Acquiring Land: The amount of compensation to a person over whose land the 
pipelines supposed to lay down is very minimal.

Way Ahead (1) Access and Affordability: There is need to ensure easy access and long-term 
affordable price to consumers.

(2) Safety: Consumers needs to be educated about the safe use of piped gas to 
avoid accidents.

(3) Timely Implementation: Government must ensure coordinated and timely 
implementation of the project and the entire value chain.

(4) Reasonable contracts: Securing reasonable long-term contracts for LNG, LNG 
terminals and the pipelines is desirable for commercial viability.

(5) Viability Gap Funding (VGF): For the infrastructure financing, VGF has to be 
come from the government.

Source PIb, The big Picture, LiveMint.
Question  z How can City Gas Distribution (CGD) Projects help India could achieve its target 

to reduce its carbon footprint by 33-35% by 2030 from its 2005 levels? Bring 
out the challenges before these projects.
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Syllabus 
relation

GS 3 : Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, 
growth, development and employment.

Why is it in the 
news?

 z The government released the GDP growth estimates for previous years based 
on the new method of calculation and base year it had adopted in 2015.

 z The new data and the manner in which it was released led to criticism from 
various quarters, including Opposition parties and economists alike.

 

 z Source : ET

(1) Avg Investments (GFCF as % of GDP): UPA average: 33.4 &NDA 2: 28.9
(2) Factory Output Data:UPA average: 6%&NDA 2: 4.1%

The Concept  z Gross Domestic Product (GDP): the final value of the goods and services 
produced within the geographic boundaries of a country during a financial year.

 z Gross Value Added (GVA): provides the rupee value for the amount of goods 
and services produced in an economy after deducting the cost of inputs and 
raw materials in intermediate process that have gone into the production of 
those goods and services.

7 Back Series GDP Data
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 z GVA also gives sector-specific picture like what is the growth in an area, industry 
or sector of an economy. 

 z It is the sum of a country’s GDP and net of subsidies and taxes in the economy. i.
eGross value added = GDP + subsidies on products - taxes on products.

 z While GVA gives a picture of the state of economic activity from the producers’ 
side or supply side, the GDP gives the picture from the consumers’ side or 
demand perspective.

 z Both GVA and GDP measures need not match because of the difference in 
treatment of net taxes.  

What 
happened in 
the recent 
episode?

 z Shift from factor-cost-based method to market-cost-based method:
(1) India's GdP is measured by using Gross Value Added (GVA) at market 

price, rather than factor cost i.e. it takes into account market prices paid by 
consumers.

(2) It is calculated by adding GDP at factor price and indirect taxes (minus subsidies).
(3) Earlier, domestic GDP was calculated at factor or basic cost, which took into 

account prices of products received by producers.
(4) Further, government changed the base year used for calculations to 2011-

12 from the previous 2004-05.
(5) However, this had led to the problem of not being able to compare recent 

data with the years preceding 2011-12.
(6) The back-series data released provided the earlier years’ data using the new 

calculations.
(7) The new data release shows that GdP growth during previous government 

(2005-06 to 2013-14) averaged 6.7%, compared with the 8.1% and 7.46%, 
respectively, estimated using the older method.

(8) In comparison, the current government has witnessed an average GdP 
growth rate of 7.35% during the first four years of its term, based on the 
new method.

(9) The new data shows that, contrary to the earlier perception, the Indian 
economy never graduated to a ‘high growth’ phase of more than 9% in the 
last decade or so.

Why back 
series data?

 z After the base year is changed, the GDP in previous years is revised according 
to the new base year for a fair comparison.

 z The back series that the government released adjusts GDP numbers for fiscal 
years 2005-12 using new methodology with FY12 as the base year. 

 z The back-series data serves as a link between the old and new methodology 
of calculating the GDP.

Different 
Estimates

 z The new back series data diverges significantly from the estimates made in a 
draft report released by the SudiptoMundle committee set up by the National 
Statistical Commission (NSC).

 z It showed that growth during previous government(2005-2013) crossed 9% on 
at least four occasions, and even hit 10.78% in 2010-11.

 z This report pegged the average GDP growth during 2005-2009 at about 8.4% 
and at 7.7% during 2009-2013.

 z The present government, however clarify that this was just a draft report that 
used only one of the many methods.
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Government's 
stand

 z The NSC numbers -which had bumped growth during the previous regime were 
not actual but experimental. 

 z It says the back-series GdP data numbers were thoroughly vetted by leading 
economists before being made official. 

 z Finance Minister further said that CSO was a highly credible organisation and 
maintains arm’s length distance from Finance Ministry. 

Concerns  z The GdP back series numbers was announced by the NITI Aayog which is 
essentially a political and economic advisory body, and not the Central 
Statistics Office (CSO) the custodian of data of Indian economy.

 z This itself was a departure for the first time and showed the CSO in extremely 
poor light and raises serious questions of credibility.

 z Both the NITI Aayog and the CSO kept saying a mix of methodologies were used 
but there was no clarity on the major changes in the benchmarks.

Final Words  z GDP related data becoming a political battlefield is not in the interest  of the 
economy.

 z Sharp retrospective revisions can undermine the credibility of India’s national 
accounts.

 z Accurate statistical data and an unbiased and independent statistical system 
is not only important for academic research but also vitally crucial for policy 
making.

 z Facts and data are also vital for the survival for a democracy. For it is these 
facts and data which make our governments accountable.

 z An independent panel could be established to review the entire exercise. It is 
important that these concerns are addressed in a transparent and effective 
manner.

Source The Hindu, Firstpost, Economic Times, LiveMint.
Question  z How change in methodology and the sharp differences of estimates of growth 

numbers could hamper India's credibility ? 
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Syllabus relation  z GS 2- Government policies and interventions for development in various 
sectors and issues arising out of their design and implementation.

 z GS 3- Challenges to internal security through communication networks, 
role of media and social networking sites in internal security challenges, 
basics of cyber security

Why is it in news?  z Recently, GoI has allowed 10 intelligence and investigating agencies and 
the Delhi Police to intercept, monitor and decrypt "any information" 
generated, transmitted, received or stored in any computer.

 z It has rekindled a debate on the State’s powers to carry out surveillance, 
and on the constitutional validity of Section 69 and the IT Interception 
Rules themselves.

Brief timeline  z 2007: Indian Telegraph Act – Section 5(2) and Rule 419A of the Indian 
Telegraph (Amendment) Rules, 2007.

 z 2009: Rules under Section 69 of IT Act were framed.
 z 2011: Home ministry issued the standard operating procedure (SOP) for 

interception, handling, use, copying, storage and destruction of messages, 
telephonic intercepts, e-mails under section 5(2) of Telegraph Act and 
Section 69 of IT Act.

 z 2015: Shreya Singhal vs Union of India Case- SC held that Sec 66A is 
unconstitutional and void. It took away the freedom of speech and the 
right to descent. It had a intimidating effect on free speech.

 z 2017: 9 judge Supreme Court Constitutional bench declared Right to 
Privacy is a Fundamental Right.

Government’s 
stand/arguments

(1) Nothing is new: Agencies already had this power under the IT Act 
to lawfully “intercept, monitor and decrypt” information through a 
“computer resource”.

(2) End delays in sharing information: By listing out the agencies authorised 
to “intercept, monitor and decrypt” data, it will reduce or end delays in 
sharing information.

(3) Not conferring any new powers: It doesn’t confer any new powers to any 
of the security or law enforcement agencies.

(4) Codification of the existing orders: Notification has been issued to notify 
the Internet Service Providers, Telecommunication Service Providers, and 
intermediaries etc. to codify the existing orders.

(5) Ensuring due process of law: The order has been issued to ensure that 
due process of law is followed by the concerned actors.

(6) Preventing unauthorised use of powers: It will also prevent any 
unauthorised use of these powers by any agency, individual or 
intermediary.

8 Government notification of IT
Act, 2000
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Acts and rules 
involved in 
governing the 
legal provisions for 
surveillance in India

(1) Main acts governing the legal provisions for surveillance in India:
 ¾ The Telegraph Act of 1885 and
 ¾ The Information Technology Act of 2000.

(2) The Telegraph Act of 1885 : 
 ¾ It allows for the interception of calls and messages. i.e. telephone 

surveillance is sanctioned under the 1885 Telegraph Act.
(3) The Information Technology Act of 2000 : 

 ¾ It deals with provisions to intercept digital information including 
data stored on a computer, internet traffic and other data flows. i.e. 
electronic surveillance is authorised under this act.

(4) Section 69 (1) of the IT Act :
 ¾ The power to intercept and monitor the computer traffic comes 

from section 69 (1) of the IT Act “in the interest of the sovereignty 
or integrity of India, defence of India, security of the state, friendly 
relations with foreign states or public order or for preventing incitement 
to the commission of any cognizable offence relating to above or for 
investigation of any offence”.

(5) Rule 4 of the IT (Procedure and Safeguards for Interception, Monitoring 
and Decryption of Information) Rules of 2009 : 

 ¾ It provides that ‘the competent authority (home secretary in case of 
the central government) may “authorise an agency” of the government 
to intercept, monitor or decrypt computer resource traffic.

 (1) At par with the Telegraph Act : 
 ¾ Statutory order brings the IT Act at par with the Telegraph Act-the 

same 10 agencies have been authorised for interception but there is 
an inherent difference in their respective scopes.

(2) Conditions for interception : 
 ¾ The Telegraph Act says there should be a condition of a “public 

emergency” or “interest of public safety” for intercepting information 
but the IT Act is silent about these.

(3) Scope and safeguards :
 ¾ The grounds under the IT act are wider and lack some of the safeguards 

provided under the Telegraph Act.
 ¾ Like the Telegraph Act, there are clauses in the IT Act and rules as well 

to prevent any misuse of the interception mechanism.
 ¾ Rule 22 of IT Rules, 2009, mandates that all cases of interception and 

monitoring or decryption should be placed before a review committee 
headed by the cabinet secretary, which meets once in two months to 
go through individual instances.

Criticism (1) To target opposition :  It enables governments to target opposition 
leaders especially in the run up to important elections.

(2) Violating individual’s “inviolate personality”: Samuel Warren and Louis 
Brandeis, the two Boston lawyers who first articulated the idea of a right 
to privacy described it as one which embodied protections for each 
individual’s “inviolate personality”.

(3) Unconstitutional and an assault on fundamental rights: Many experts 
and opposition leaders described it as “unconstitutional and an assault
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on fundamental rights”, alleging that country was being turned into a 
“police state”.

(4) `Bureaucratisation of the process: decisions about surveillance are 
taken by the executive branch (including the review process), with no 
parliamentary or judicial supervision.

(5) Vagueness and ambiguity :

 ¾ Under Section 69 of the IT Act, the grounds of surveillance have been simply 
lifted from Article 19(2) of the Constitution, and pasted into the law.

 ¾ They include very wide phrases such as “friendly relations with foreign 
States” or “sovereignty and integrity of India”.

(6) Lack of transparency in process: There is almost no information available 
about the bases on which surveillance decisions are taken, and how the 
legal standards are applied.

Way Forward (1) Focusing protection of civil liberties of citizens : Instead of allowing 
the debate over the notification to lapse into political controversy, it is 
important to push for a privacy regime configured to protect the civil 
liberties of citizens against the government.

(2) Formulating robust data protection law : The lack of a data protection 
framework worsens the delicate balance between fundamental rights 
and the need for government surveillance.

(3) Judicial oversight :

 ¾ Interception process should have judicial oversight and safeguards 
need a relook in light of SC’s privacy judgement.

 ¾ All surveillance requests must necessarily go before a judicial authority, 
which can apply an independent legal mind to the merits of the request.

(4) Parliamentary oversight :
 ¾ There must be parliamentary oversight over the agencies that conduct 

surveillance.
(5) Need for new benchmarks for lawful interception:

 ¾ In the new internet and data age, surveillance needs a very different 
approach.

 ¾ The extent of invasion of privacy enabled thereby makes it vital to 
reconsider the adequacy and constitutionality of Section 69 and of the 
procedural safeguards prescribed for an interception, etc. under the Rules. 

(6) Proportionality standard:
 ¾ Any impingement upon the right to privacy must be proportionate.
 ¾ i.e. if Same goal of protecting national security can be achieved by a 

smaller infringement upon fundamental rights, then the government is 
constitutionally bound to adopt the method that does, indeed, involve 
minimal infringement.

Sources The Hindu, Indian express, Hindustan times, Live Mint, NDTV
Question  z Recent MHA notification has given new impetus to the debate on the 

State’s powers to carry out surveillance, and on the constitutional validity 
of Section 69 and the IT Interception Rules. Discuss.
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Syllabus 
relation

 z GS 2- Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre 
and States and the performance of these schemes.

Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently, Lok Sabha passed a bill seeking to empower the transgender 
community by providing them a separate identity.

Background (1) 2011 Census: Persons who do not identify as ‘male’ or ‘female’ but as ‘other’ 
stands at 4,87,803 (0.04% of the total population). 

(2) 2013 :
 ¾ Government set up an Expert Committee to examine issues related to 

transgender persons.
 ¾ The Committee stated that transgender persons faced issues of social stigma 

and discrimination which affected their access to education, healthcare, 
employment and government documents. 

(3) 2014: NALSA JUDGEMENT
 ¾ The Supreme Court recognised a transgender person’s right to self-

identification as male, female or the third gender.
 ¾ the Court directed central and state governments to grant legal recognition 

to transgender persons, address issues of social stigma and discrimination, 
and provide social welfare schemes for them.

(4) 2014: A private member Bill was introduced in Rajya Sabha in 2014 to 
guarantee rights and provide welfare measures for transgender persons.

(5) 2016: Government introduced the Transgender Persons (Protection of 
Rights) bill, 2016 in Lok Sabha.

(6) 2018: The 2016 bill was passed with 27 amendments that were recommended 
to proposed draft bill.

Highlights of 
the Bill

(1) Definition of a transgender person: Given in following comparison chart.
(2) Certificate of identity for a transgender person :

 ¾ A transgender person has to obtain a Certificate of Identity which will confer 
rights and be proof of recognition of identity as a transgender person issued 
by district Magistrate (dM).

(3) Prohibition against discrimination against transgender persons:
 ¾ The Bill prohibits discrimination against a transgender person, including 

unfair treatment or denial of service in relation to: (i) education; (ii) 
employment; (iii) healthcare; (iv) access to public goods and facilities; (v) 
right to movement; (vi) right to rent or own property; (vii) opportunity to 
hold public or private office; and (viii) access to a government or private 
establishment which has custody of a transgender person.

 ¾ The 2018 Bill states that every establishment must designate a complaint 
officer. 

(4) Benefits related to health and education :

9 Transgender Persons Bill, 2018
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 ¾ The central and state governments shall take steps to provide healthcare 
facilities to transgender persons including: (i) separate HIV surveillance 
centres; (ii) sex reassignment surgery and hormonal therapy counselling; (iii) 
review of medical curriculum; and (iv) a comprehensive insurance scheme.

 ¾ Educational institutions shall provide inclusive education and opportunities.
(5) National Council for Transgender persons:

 ¾ A National Council for Transgender (NCT) persons will be set up to advice the 
central government on policies, and legislation related to transgender persons.

 ¾ It will also monitor and evaluate such policies.
 ¾ The National Council has been additionally empowered to redress the 

grievances of transgender persons. 
(6) Offences and Penalties :

 ¾ The Bill specifies the following offences: (i) compelling transgender persons 
to beg or do forced or bonded labour (excluding compulsory government 
service for public purposes); (ii) denial of use of a public place; (iii) denial of 
residence in household, village or other place of residence; and (iv) physical, 
sexual, verbal, emotional or economic abuse.

 ¾ These offences will attract imprisonment between six months and two 
years, and a fine.

Challenges 
faced by 
Transgender 
Persons

Months and two years and a fine

Comparison 
of the 
Transgender 
Persons 
(Protection of 
Rights) Bill, 
2016 with the 
Bill as passed 
by Lok Sabha 
in December 
2018:

Transgender Persons (Protection of 
Rights) Bill, 2016

Bill as passed by Lok Sabha (2018 Bill)

Definition of Transgender :
•	The Bill defines a transgender person 

as one who is (i) neither wholly female 
or male; (ii) a combination of female 
and male; or (iii) neither female nor 
male. Such a person’s sense of gender 
does not match the gender assigned 
at birth, and includes trans-men and 
trans-women, persons with intersex 
variations and gender-queers.

•	It now states that a transgender 
person is one whose gender does 
not match the gender assigned at 
birth.  It includes trans-men and 
trans-women, persons with intersex 
variations, and gender-queers.  
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•	The 2018 bill also includes persons 
having such socio-cultural identities 
as kinnar, hijra, aravani, and jogta.

•	The Bill defines a person with 
intersex variations as a person who 
at birth shows variations in his or 
her primary sexual characteristics, 
external genitalia, chromosomes, or 
hormones from normative standard 
of male or female body.

Issuance of Revised Certificate of 
Identity:
•	A transgender person may make an 

application to the District Magistrate 
for a certificate of identity, indicating 
the gender as ‘transgender’.  If there 
is a change in their gender, the 
individual can make an application 
for a revised certificate. 

•	The district Magistrate issues a revised 
certificate on the recommendation 
of the District Screening Committee. 

•	After the issue of a certificate of 
identity, a transgender person may 
apply for a revised certificate only if 
the individual undergoes surgery to 
change their gender either as a male 
or a female. 

•	The application must be accompanied 
with a certificate from the Medical 
Superintendent or Chief Medical 
Officer of the institution where the 
individual has undergone surgery.

•	The district Magistrate can issue 
the revised certificate without the 
recommendation of the District 
Committee. 

Obligations of Establishments:
 zEvery establishment with 100 or more 
persons is required to designate a 
person as a complaint officer to deal 
with the complaints under the Act.
 zThe bill prohibits any person from 
discriminating against a transgender 
person, including unfair treatment or 
denial of service. 

 zThe 2018 bill removes the threshold 
and states that every establishment 
must designate a complaint officer. 
 zThe Bill extends this obligation to 
establishments as well.

Criticism (1) Violation of SC NALSA judgement and Fundamental right of self-identification 
of gender :

 ¾ The Supreme Court in National Legal Services Authority v. Union of India (or 
NALSA), 2014 has held that the right to self-identification of gender is part of 
the right to dignity and autonomy under Article 21 of the Constitution.  

 ¾ NALSA judgment had specifically laid out that “any insistence on surgery for 
declaring one’s gender is immoral and illegal”.

(2) Discrimination at home:
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  ¾ Provision in the bill that they should either live with their natal “family”-
defined as blood or adoptive relations-or sent to rehabilitation centres, 
without considering the that discrimination begins at home.

 ¾ It also ignores the fact that hijra communities have for long sheltered young 
trans-people from the violence and coercion of family.

(3) Transgender persons and their status under existing laws:
 ¾ It does not define the acts that constitute sexual offences thus, making it 

complicated for transgender persons to report such crimes and access 
justice.

 ¾ Bill makes “sexual abuse” punishable, with a disproportionate punishment 
of imprisonment only up to two years.

(4) Reservation:
 ¾ Bill does not give effect to the far-reaching directive of the Supreme Court to 

grant backward class reservation to the transgender community.
 ¾ It doesn’t take a note of the Standing Committee’s concerns about recognising 

civil rights in marriage, divorce and adoption among them.
(5) Criminalisation of begging-

 ¾ Bill criminalises begging by making it an offence for someone to compel or 
entice a transgender person into seeking alms.

 ¾ This provision could give immunity to the police to exert force on transgender 
persons and “rehabilitate” them in beggars’ homes or detention centres 
against their will.

Way forward  z A robust Bill with strong anti-discrimination provisions that will remedy the 
historical injustices faced by the transgender community is needed.

 z bill must be brought in line with the NALSA judgment to ensure full realisation 
of transgender persons’ fundamental rights.

 z It needs to be followed up with keen implementation and framing of deadlines 
to achieve specific objectives.

Source The Hindu, Indian express, PRS Legislative, RSTV, Indiatoday

Question  z The Transgender Persons bill will do more damage than good if passed without 
revision. In the context of above statement. Discuss the recently passed 
Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2018.
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Syllabus 
Relation 

 z GS 2:  Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the 
Centre and States and the performance of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, 
institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these 
vulnerable sections.

Why is it in 
news?

 z The Supreme Court has come with a new witness protection regime.
 z The SC said Witness Protection Scheme, 2018 will come into effect immediately 

across all States.
What was 
need for 
witness 
protection 
scheme?

 z The need to protect witnesses has been emphasised by Law Commission 
reports and court judgments for years.

 z Witnesses turning hostile is a major reason for most acquittals.
 z Little incentive for witnesses to turn up in court and testify against criminals.
 z besides threats to their lives they experience hostility and harassment while 

attending courts.
 z The slow and adjournment prone judicial process fails to account for the 

hassles faced and time lost by the witness.
Features and 
funding

 z 3 types of witnesses: It broadly classifies witnesses in need of protection into 
three types based on the threat assessment.

 z Funding:  The scheme is to be funded by budgetary support from State 
governments and donations. This is at variance with the Law Commission’s 
recommendation in 2006 that the Centre and the States share the cost equally.

Highlights 
of the draft 
scheme

 z Finalization of draft: Finalised in consultation with the National Legal Services 
Authority (NALSA) and Bureau of Police Research and Development (BPRD).

 z Proportionate threat: The types of protection measures envisaged under the 
scheme are to be applied in proportion to the threat and they are not expected 
to go on for infinite time.

 z Safeguards:
(1) Safeguard is witnesses and accused do not come face to face during 

investigation or trial.
(2)  Adequate security measures should be there for the safety of the witnesses.

 z Identity: identity protection and giving a new identity to the witness.
 z Police Escort:

(1) police escort will be provided to witnesses who are threatened.
(2) If needed, they would be relocated to a safe house.
(3) The scheme also says mails and phone calls of the witnesses would be 

monitored to trace the person threatening them.
 z Witness protection fund:  Witness protection fund will be created in each state 

to meet the expenses incurred under the scheme.
 z Witness deposition complexes: It will be set up in all district courts by the 

states and union territories within a year where the witnesses could fearlessly

10  Draft Witness Protection Scheme
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Criticism/ 
What are 
challenges?

   depose against the high and mighty without coming face-to-face with the 
accused.

 z Identity protection:
 ¾ The huge pendency of cases would require change of identity for lakhs if not 

millions of people.
 ¾ Doing it while keeping their professional and property rights and educational 

qualifications intact is not possible.
 z Independent witness: 

 ¾ Fear of reprisal, intimidation, tardiness of judicial processes,  results in 
witness is being truthful.

 z Police escort: Police escort to the courtroom, temporary safe houses and 
relocation of the witness would stretch the police manpower.

 z Cost of the scheme: For building witness protection complexes huge amount 
of money is required.

Conclusion  z An initiative for protecting the witnesses was the need of the hour in the light 
of recent experiences. Although, measure appears sound on paper, its test will 
be its effective implementation. 

Source PIB, The Hindu
Question  z In light ofseveral recent cases where witnesses turned hostile, discuss the need 

for aWitness Protection scheme. 
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Syllabus 
relation

 z GS2 :Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary, 
Ministries and departments of the Government

Why is it in 
news?

 z Recent decisions by the SC in december has brought capital punishment in News.
 z The latest judgment in the mass murder case in Kerala and the dismissal of a 

plea in Nirbhaya gang rape and murder are a case in point.
What is capital 
punishment?

 z Capital punishment also known as the death penalty is a government-sanctioned 
practice whereby a person is killed by the state as a punishment for a crime. 

Does the 
country have 
a mandatory 
death penalty?

 z India does not have such a system. In Mithu v. State of Punjab, the SC ruled 
that the mandatory death penalty is unconstitutional.

 z In the 1980 case of Bachan Singh v. State of Punjab, the Court held that the 
death penalty should only be applied for the most heinous offenses (“the rarest 
of the rare”). 

Dr B R 
Ambedkar's 
view

 z “This country by and large believes in the principle of non-violence… and 
although people may not be following it in actual practice, they certainly 
adhere to (it) as a moral mandate… The proper thing… to do is to abolish the 
death sentence altogether.”  … Dr B. R. Ambedkar. 

Law 
Commissions 
reports on 
death penalty

 z 262nd Report, Law Commission: recommended the abolition of capital 
punishment “for all crimes other than terrorism related offences and waging 
war”.

Supreme 
Court’s 
observations

 z Bachan Singh vs State Of Punjab (May 9, 1980): death penalty must be awarded 
only in the “rarest of rare cases when the alternative option is unquestionably 
foreclosed”.

 z Deena Dayal Etc. Etc vs Union Of India And Others (September 23, 1983): the 
convict cannot be subjected to barbarity, humiliation, torture or degradation 
before the execution of (the) sentence.

 z In Santosh Kumar SatishbhushanBariyar vs State of Maharashtra (May 13, 
2009): "The right to life is the most fundamental of all rights. Consequently, a 
punishment which aims at taking away life is the gravest punishment. Capital 
punishment imposes a limitation on the essential content of the fundamental 
right to life, eliminating it irretrievably."

 Debate on the Mode of Execution
Why is it in 
news?

 z A PIL has  ignited a moral debate on the question of hanging a convict by the 
neck till his eventual death.

 z The petition  filed in the Supreme Court  wants execution by hanging to be 
judged against the backdrop of international opinion and evolving standards 
of human decency.

What SC 
judges said?

 z Hanging by rope is not a cruel way to execute the death sentence.
 z The mechanics of hanging have undergone significant improvement over the

11 Capita Punishment Debate
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 years and it has almost been perfected into a science.
 z The system is consistent with the obligation of the state to ensure that the 

process of execution is conducted with decency and decorum and without 
causing degradation or brutality of any kind.

Different 
modes of 
excution

There are nine common methods of execution: Hanging, firing squad, shooting, 
beheading, lethal injection, stoning, lethal gas, electrocution, and a particularly 
ghastly one that involves throwing people from a height.
The most common method is hanging with as many as 60 countries authorising 
this practice.
The least common methods are electrocution, lethal gas execution and throwing 
off heights.
The United States is the only country to authorise both electrocution and lethal 
gas execution.

Arguments 
against the 
death penalty

 z Right to Life: The death penalty goes against our most basic human right - the 
right to life.

 z Painful death: Being killed by lethal injection or being electrocuted is not 
always smooth and painless sometimes it causes a painful death.

 z Not proven as deterrent:  The deterrence value has not been proved empirically 
and has not served as a deterrent to control crime.

 z Civilized society: Most of the civilised world abolished it. death penalty has not 
deterred terrorism, murder or even theft.

 z Irrevocable: As death sentence is irrevocable - an innocent person can also be 
wrongly executed.

 z No uniform principle: There is no uniform and fair principle on execution of 
convicts on death row.

 z Error of Courts: between January 1, 2000 and June 31, 2015, Supreme Court 
imposed 60 death sentences and subsequently admitted that it had erred in 15 
of them. So, it clearly admitted that it has arbitrarily imposed the most extreme 
punishment.

 z Belief of judges: It depends on judges’ personal beliefs.
 z Targets only poor: It unfairly targets poor and marginalised, that means, those 

without money & power.
 z Structural flaws: As per the recent Death Penalty India Report by the National 

Law University, Delhi, the structural flaws in our criminal procedure and criminal 
justice system are most pronounced in death penalty cases.

Arguments for 
death penalty

 z Not reflection of uncivilized society:  Its constitutionality is upheld, even in 
liberal democracies like U.S. It is not reflection of uncivilised society.

 z Deterrent for crime: death sentence serves as deterrent for other criminals.
 z Proportionate punishment: A guilty must be punished proportionate to the 

severity of the crime.
 z Closure for victims’ family: Death penalty provides a closure for the victims' families.
 z Reciprocity: If someone murders someone else, they have given up their human 

rights, including the one to stay alive themselves. The punishment should 'fit 
the crime' - if you have killed someone, you should be killed too.

 z Not arbitrary: The punishment is not arbitrary because, it comes out of a 
judicial process. To call it arbitrary, one has to necessarily prove the process as 
flawed.
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 z Rarest of rare: It is being implemented in the “rarest of the rare” cases and the 
fact is during the last 13 years, only four people have been executed. 

Sources The Hindu, Indian Express, Amnesty  
Question  z Law commission in its various reports has recommended to abolish capital 

punishment in India. Discuss its effects on Indian society if implemented given 
the increasing number of heinous crimes. 
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Syllabus 
relation

GS 3 : Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Investment 
models.  

Why is it in the 
news?

 z IndiGo, SpiceJet and Jet Airways slipped from profitability to steep losses in 
2018.

 z These airlines together account for 70% of the domestic market share.
Indian 
Aviation 
Sector

 z One of the fastest growing industries in the country during the last three years.
 z Third largest domestic civil aviation market in the world.
 z Expected to become the world’s largest domestic civil aviation market in the 

next 10 to 15 years.
Background  z According to the Directorate General of Civil Aviation, India’s air passenger 

traffic has grown by at least 16% annually over the past decade.
 z Airbus forecasts that domestic traffic will grow five and a half times over the 

next two decades.
 z but the growth has been largely profitless. 

Why in Loss? (1) High fuel prices:
 ¾ Rising crude prices over the past year and a half increased the cost of 

Aviation Turbine Fuel by 40%.
 ¾ Fuel accounts for the biggest expenditure for an airline- anywhere between 

30 and 40% of the total expenditure incurred.
(2) Fall in Rupee value:

 ¾ The rupee saw a steady fall reaching 74 to a dollar in early October.
 ¾ This not only increased the fuel cost but also the payments made in foreign 

currency for engine lease rentals, and maintenance and purchase of spare 
parts.

(3) Competition:Airlines have been unable to raise fares because of stiff 
competition.

(4) High taxes on fuel too is a major problem. The Centre charges 14% excise 
duty on ATF. The states add their own sales tax  sometimes up to 29%.

(5) Loss due to 'Capacity Addition': As airlines embarked on a massive fleet 
expansion, there are more seats to fill than ever before. This in turn 
compel them to offer huge discounts

Concerns  z The negative impact of an airline terminating its operations would be huge - 
rising airfares, reduced capacity and poor connectivity.

 z It directly impacts the economy as several sectors are dependent on cheap and 
easy air travel.

 z Calls for Consolidation: The inter-airline competition is sapping the strength of 
several airlines. Experts have advised consolidation like has happened in case 
of telecom sector. 

12 India's Aviation Crisis
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Road Ahead  z Despite the temporary challenges airlines are likely to see a buoyant future, 
provided the policy and infrastructural enablers are provided.

 z International Air Transport Association, the global aviation body, has forecasted 
that India will be the third biggest aviation market by 2024 after China and the 
U.S.

 z The industry stakeholders should engage and collaborate with policy makers 
to implement efficient and rational decisions that would boost India’s civil 
aviation industry.

Source The Hindu, IBEF, LiveMint.

Question  z What are the various reasons behind Indian airlines facing losses despite growth 
in passenger traffic ? What steps could be taken to address the problems?  

 



 Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs December - 2018  (Study Material)   57

The Unique Academy

Syllabus 
Relations

GS 2:  Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors 
and issues arising out of their design and implementation.

Why is it in 
news?

 z The death of an American tourist who illegally visited the isolated North 
Sentinel Island had drawn the world's attention to the small island's reclusive 
inhabitants.

Notification of 
home ministry

 z Earlier this year, the Ministry of Home Affairs passed a notification exempting 
foreign nationals from having to acquire restricted area permits (RAP) to visit 
29 islands in the archipelago.

 z The list includes nine islands in Nicobar and two in Andaman, occupied by 
tribal and indigenous communities considered "particularly vulnerable".

 z Among them was also North Sentinel island.
 z But authorities insist tourists will still have to obtain permission from the district 

authority and the forest department to do so.
 z In the long run this can have grave implications for  the indigenous population.

Who are 
Sentinelese?

 z The Sentinelese are a pre-Neolithic people who have inhabited North Sentinel 
Island for an estimated 55,000 years without contact with the outside world.

 z The Sentinelese people are related to other indigenous groups in the Andaman Islands.
 z but they've been isolated for long enough that other Andaman groups like the 

Onge and the Jarawa can't understand their language.
 z The Nicobar tribes are Mongoloid;  the Andaman tribes, including the 

Sentinelese, are Negrito — evidence for the Homo sapiens migration from 
East Africa some 70,000 years ago.

13 Sentinelese Issue
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 z They are short stature, possibly due to the “island effect” that causes genetic 
limitation over time.

 z According to a 2011 census effort and based on anthropologists' estimates of 
how many people the island could support:

 ¾ there are probably somewhere between 80 and 150 people on North 
Sentinel Island,

 ¾ Or it could be as many as 500 or as few as 15.
How do they 
live?

 z Hunters and gatherers: The Sentinelese hunt and gather in the forest and fish 
in the coastal waters.

 z Making small boats: Unlike the neighbouring Jarawa tribe  they make boats  
these are very narrow outrigger canoes, described as ‘too narrow to fit two 
feet in’.

What are 
threats to 
Uncontacted 
tribes?

 z Diseases due to infections: 
(1) Due to their isolation, it is unlikely the Sentinelese have immunity against 

even common diseases.
(2) Survival International  describes the Sentinelese as ‘the most vulnerable 

society on the planet’ as they are likely to have no immunity to common 
diseases such as flu and measles.

 z Mixing with dominant population: In Southeast Asia, most Negrito peoples 
have been destroyed or merged with dominant populations.

 z Resources :
(1) All their resource areas were occupied by expanding dominant populations.
(2) The Onge, who now number fewer than 100, have abandoned hunting-

gathering and depend entirely on government help.
 z Abduction by settlers: In January 2014, eight Jarawa girls were abducted by 

settlers, and local media quoted a Jarawa youth as naming offenders who 
allegedly often entered the reserve to lure Jarawa women. But the tough 1956 
law was not invoked. 

What are 
provisions for 
protection of 
the island?

 z Andaman and Nicobar (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation, 1956: The 
Sentinelese and other aboriginal tribes of the archipelago are protected 
under The Andaman and Nicobar (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation, 
1956.
(1) This Regulation protected the tribals from outside interference.
(2) Specified the limits of reserved areas.
(3) No land in a reserved area shall be allotted for agricultural purposes or 

sold or mortgaged to outsiders.
(4) Those violating the land rights of the tribal were to be imprisoned for one 

year, fined Rs. 1,000, or both.
 z Buffer Zone: In order to safeguard their health and sovereignty decided that no 

one could enter a 5-km buffer zone around their island which was already out 
of bounds.

 z An ‘eyes-on and hands-off’ policy: The administration enforces “an ‘eyes-on 
and hands-off’ policy" to ensure that no poachers enter the island.

 z Circumnavigating island:  A protocol of circumnavigation of the island is in place, 
and the buffer maintained around the island is enforced under various laws.
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International 
conventions

 z The Indigenous and Tribal Populations Convention, 1957, of the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO): insisted on an integrationist approach towards tribal 
communities,

 z The 1989 convention insisted on a policy of non-intervention: recognising the 
aspirations of these peoples to exercise control over their own institutions, 
ways of life and economic development.

 z India ratified the 1957 convention but has not ratified the 1989 convention. 
However, despite not signing it, India tried to tread the path of non-interference.

Way forward  z Protecting from outside influence :
(1) The tribe have made it clear that they do not want contact.  
(2) The government must ensure that no unauthorized people reach them 

and exploit them.  
 z Convention: India needs to sign the 1989 convention of the ILO, and implement 

its various policies to protect the rights of the indigenous population.
 z Awareness: It should also make efforts to sensitise settlers and outsiders about 

them.
Conclusion  z The recent episode must be used to reorient the policies to the tribes by 

empathising with the most vulnerable inhabitants. 

Sources Survival international, the Hindu, Indian express
Question  z The Ministry of Home Affairs passed a notification exempting foreign nationals 

from having to acquire restricted area permits (RAP) to visit 29 islands in the 
archipelago. Critically analyze this reference to PVTGs. 
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Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently, Union Cabinet approved the building and development of the 
Kartarpur corridor from Dera Baba Nanak in Gurdaspur district to the 
international border.

 z The project has potential to improve the frosty relations between India and 
Pak.

About 
Kartarpur 
corridor

 z Sikh community had been demanding this corridor to have easy access of the 
sacred shrine across the border.

 z 1st proposed in 1999 when PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee took a bus ride to Lahore.
 z It is a visa-free corridor aiming to facilitate pilgrims from India to visit Gurdwara 

Darbar Sahib, Kartarpur.
 z Gurdwara darbar Sahib is a place where Shri Guru Nanak dev spent eighteen 

years. It is on the banks of the river Ravi in Pakistan.
 z The Kartarpur corridor will be implemented as an integrated development 

project with Government of India funding, to provide smooth and easy passage, 
with all the modern amenities.

Significance (1) Ease in journey: It will cut down the journey of pilgrims from more than 200 
km to 6 km.

(2) Confidence-building measure (CBM) :

 ¾ It will initiate meaningful confidence-building measure (CBM).
(3) Tourism:

 ¾ It will help to increase religious tourism in both countries and will increase 
connectivity and commerce in south Asian region.

 ¾ Bridge of peace: The corridor would act as a "bridge of peace" between 
both countries and would help to reduce hyphening of border tensions.

 ¾ Future prospects: Its success may help to other longstanding religious cross 
border visit or tourists demands like Sufis in Pakistan wish to visit Khwaja 
Moinuddin Chishti dargah in Ajmer,etc.

Concerns (1) Revival of Sikh militancy: It may revive Sikh militancy with Pakistan’s active 
support.  

(2) Pro-Khalistan campaigns:

 ¾ Some reports suggest that Gurdwaras in Pakistan have been used for a pro-
Khalistan campaign.

 ¾ Recent “Sikh Referendum 2020” and Pakistan’s denial of permission to the 
Indian envoy and diplomats to visit it Gurdwaras that all raised concerns 
about Pakistan’s intention behind the corridor.

(3) Terrorism, drug peddling: The area is vulnerable to terror attacks drug problem.
(4) Use by non-state actor: Indian officials raised concern that it can be misused by 

both state and non-state actors from Pakistan.

14 Kartarpur Corridor
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Way ahead (1) Resumption of talks:
 ¾ Resuming talks with Pakistan sooner rather than later is important.

(2) Continuity in efforts:
 ¾ There needs the continuity and periodicity in talks and discussions and both 

should avoid perennial preoccupation with electoral politics.
 ¾ Fixing dialogue mechanism- The dialogue process can be started by taking 

up issues under the Comprehensive Dialogue and charting out the schedule 
of talks to focus on what is feasible.

Sources The Hindu, Indian Express, Economic Times, NDTV
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Syllabus 
relation

 z GS 2- bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India 
and/or affecting India’s interests.

Why it is in 
news?

 z In the recent years Indo-Pacific region has come in focus and is acting as fulcrum 
of power.

 z It is one of the most significant and dynamic trade zones of the world, and 
the rising economies and growing commerce has created a greater scope for 
regional economic integration.

 z Wuhan summit and PM’s speech at the Shangri La Dialogue in Singapore 
reflect India’s vision in the Indo-Pacific region.

Indo-Pacific 
region
 

(1)  The Indo-Pacific also known as the Indo-West Pacific or Indo-Pacific Asia.
(2)  It is a biogeographic region of Earth's seas, comprising-

 ¾ The tropical waters of the Indian Ocean,
 ¾ The western and central Pacific Ocean, and
 ¾ The seas connecting the two in the general area of Indonesia.

Reasons for 
increased 
strategic 
importance 
of Indo-Pacific

(1) Increase in US activities in Indo-Pacific region:
 ¾ To counter Chinese assertion, the US is rebalancing its foreign policy and 

giving more importance to Asia.
 ¾ USA has changed the name of Asia-Pacific Command to Indo-Pacific 

Command.
(2) Sea Lines of Communications –

 ¾ The shipping activity across the Indian Ocean is huge, carrying bulk cargo, oil 
and gas, grain and containers.

 ¾ Five major Asian economies- Australia, China, India, Japan and South Korea- 
are dependent on the Persian Gulf and Africa for meeting their energy 
needs, and a large part is carried in tankers through the Indian Ocean.

(3) Energy Resources :
 ¾ Presence of hydrocarbon, oil, gas, marine, rare earth metals and other 

resources (important for energy and food security) in the South China Sea 
Region further increased its strategic energy security importance.

(4) Increasing Chinese Assertions : In recent years China has expanded its 
presence in the region militarily which threatens other littoral nations' security 
and strategic interests.

India's Vision 
for the Indo-
Pacific Region

(1) Democratic vision :
 ¾ Faith in multilateralism and regionalism and commitment to rule of law.
 ¾ Equal access as a right under international law to the use of common 

spaces on sea and in the air that would require freedom of navigation, 
unimpeded commerce and peaceful settlement of disputes in accordance 
with international law.

(2)  Political vision :

15 Indo - Pacific region
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 ¾ Any initiative must be based on respect for sovereignty and territorial 
integrity, consultation, good governance, transparency, viability and 
sustainability.

 ¾ Competition is normal. But contests must not turn into conflict; differences 
must not be allowed to become disputes.

(2) Economic vision:
 ¾ Level playing field for all.
 ¾ Open and stable international trade regime.

(3) Security vision : 
 ¾ All nations in region should come together to prevent maritime crimes, 

preserve marine ecology, protect against disasters and prosper from blue 
economy.

(4) Connectivity vision:
 ¾ Connectivity is useful not only for enhancing trade and prosperity but also 

to unite a region.
How India can 
engage and 
benefit from 
Indo-Pacific 
region?
 

(1) Role of net security provider in region: India being major economy and country 
in region can act as a net security provider.

(2) Look east policy: More robust implementation of look East Policy.
(3) Soft Power: India can utilize advantages in the region given its centuries-old 

civilizational and cultural linkages with a number of littoral countries.
(4) Engagement in regional forums and groupings:

 ¾ The Indian Ocean Conference (IOC) is emerging as an important regional 
forum to address concerns and increase cooperation in the region.

(5) Countering Chinese Influence: QUAd countries can work together to build 
infrastructure and provide development assistance to small countries in order 
to prevent them from falling under Chinese influence.

(6) Indian Indo-Pacific policy :

 ¾ India proposed free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific in its Indo-Pacific 
strategy which is a step ahead from its non-alignment idea where every 
nation free to engage with any nation as per its national interests.

 ¾ This will allow India to create a number of cooperative relations with all the 
stakeholders in the region based on mutual interest and benefit.

(7) Economic cooperation: India through various agreements like bilateral 
economic treaties, FTAs can strengthen relations economically with major 
Indo-Pacific littoral states.

(8) Joint naval exercises: Through it, India can increase interoperability and 
strengthen naval co-operation with littorals countries such as Australia, Japan, 
Singapore, Australia.

Conclusion  z India’s Indo-Pacific strategy indicates the importance of connectivity to realise 
the concept of ‘Blue Economy’ and achieve security and growth for all.

 z Concept of Indo-Pacific provides space for India to go after its strategic 
autonomy and help India to be a stakeholder rather than alliance partner of 
US in region.

 z India should continue to engage with littoral nations with multiple flexible 
interactions and should not convert its groupings like QUAD into an alliance 
which could threaten others interest in region.
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Source The Hindu, IndianExpress, The Diplomat, Indiandefencereview, RSTV.

Question  z India’s Indo-Pacific strategy indicates the importance of connectivity to realise 
the concept of ‘Blue Economy’ and achieve security and growth for all. Discuss 
the above statement in context of changing power dynamics in Indo-Pacific 
region.
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Syllabus 
linkage

 z Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 
assessment.

Why is it in 
news?

 z The 24th meeting of Conference of Parties (COP-24) to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) held at Katowice, Poland 
from 2nd december 2018 to 14th december 2018.

 z It had a special focus on carbon neutrality and gender equality.
COP24  z What is COP24?

(1) COP24 is the informal name for the 24th Conference of the Parties to the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

(2) Aim- 
 ¾ To work out and adopt a package of decisions ensuring the full 

implementation of the Paris Agreement.
 ¾ It should be in accordance with the decisions adopted in Paris (COP21) 

and in Marrakesh (CMA1.1).
 ¾ COP24 will include the so-called Facilitative Dialogue intended to 

support the implementation of national commitments.
(3) Vision-

 ¾ Measures to halt climate change.
 ¾ Continuation of the climate negotiations in the spirit of the Paris 

Agreement.
UNFCCC  z The UNFCCC is a “Rio Convention” adopted at the “Rio Earth Summit” in 1992. 

It entered into force on 21 March 1994.
 z UNFCCC secretariat- bonn, Germany.
 z Objective of the treaty: To "stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations in 

the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic 
interference with the climate system".

 z It is legally non-binding treaty as it has no binding limits on greenhouse gas 
emissions.

 z Instead, it provides a framework for negotiating international treaties (called 
"protocols") that may set binding limits on greenhouse gases.

 z The countries that have ratified the Convention are called Parties to the 
Convention. 

Conference 
of the Parties 
(COP)

(1) The Conference of the Parties (COP) is the supreme body of the UNFCCC 
Convention.

(2)  It consists of the representatives of the Parties to the Convention.
(3) It holds its sessions every year.
(4) The COP takes decisions which are necessary to ensure the effective 

implementation of the provisions of the Convention and regularly reviews the 
implementation of these provisions.

16  COP24
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What is the 
importance of 
COP24?

(1) Global platform: The UNFCCC brings together around 200 countries to continue 
the worldwide initiative to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

(2) Implementation of Paris Agreement: The challenge that lay ahead at COP24 
was further strategizing for implementing the historic Paris Agreement.

(3) Common agreed rules: There was need to setup a ‘rulebook’ detailing how 
nation states will collectively realise their Paris Agreement commitments and 
how nations should report their progress.

(4) Finance :
 ¾ Under the Paris Agreement, developed nations have committed to 

providing $100 billion a year to climate finance by 2020.
 ¾ But no clarity and progress has been achieved on how and from where 

this money will came from, whether international loans are deemed 
acceptable, etc.

(5) US withdrawal attempt:
 ¾ The US, the biggest emitter of GHGs, had tried to withdraw from the Paris 

agreement last year.
 ¾ So, there was need to sympathise countries about climate change and its 

potential worse effects across the Earth.
 ¾ Clarity on Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC):
 ¾ What to include in Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) reports remains 

to be resolved. In fact, what exactly an NDC constitutes is still up for debate.
 ¾ Ensuring that NDCs include sufficiently detailed information to allow for 

comparisons between nations is critical point for transparent communication.
 ¾ Defining national emission targets:
 ¾ Though in the Paris Agreement, countries have committed to keeping 

temperatures “well below 2°C”, there was growing consensus that targets 
should aim to keep temperature rise below 1.5°C.

 ¾ The recently published IPCC special report on global warming underscores 
the catastrophic climate impacts likely beyond a temperature rise of 1.5°C. 

 ¾ Recently released UNEP Gap Report, 2018 highlights the radical inadequacy 
of current contributions.

India’s role (1) India’s self-declared national target:
(1) To achieve 40% electric power generation from non-fossil fuel sources by 

2030.
(2) Reduce the emission intensity of its gross domestic product by 33-35% from 

the 2005 level.
(2) Reaffirmation of targets : In the inaugural session of COP24 in Katowice, 
Poland, India reaffirmed that it is on track to meet these targets.

Takeaways 
From COP24

 z Detailed ‘Rulebook’- It started a new international climate regime under which 
all countries will have to report their emissions and progress in cutting them- 
every two years from 2024.
(1)  Article 4: Pledges-

 ¾ Article 4 of the 2015 Paris Agreement mandates nationally determined 
contributions (NDCs) by countries.

 ¾ The rules agreed upon in Katowice seek o address what should be in these 
pledges.
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 ¾ It reaffirms the support to be provided to developing country Parties for the 
implementation of Article 4 of the Paris Agreement.

 ¾ All parties agreed to provide the information necessary for clarity, 
transparency and understanding as applicable to their nationally determined 
contributions.

(2)  Article 6: Carbon markets-

 ¾ Article 6 covers voluntary carbon markets.
 ¾ Countries earn carbon credits for any emission reductions in excess of 

requirement; these credits can then be traded for money.
 ¾ The Katowice talks were unable to reach agreement on a new market 

mechanism.
(3)  Article 9: Climate finance-

 ¾ Developed countries are supposed to provide climate finance to 
developing countries to help deal with climate change, and submit an 
account of this.

 ¾ The rulebook spells out what kinds of financial flows can be classified 
as climate finance, how they should be accounted for, and the kind of 
information about them needed to be submitted.

(4)  IPCC report: 1.5°C -

 ¾ The Paris Agreement seeks to restrict within 2°C the rise in average 
global temperatures since pre-industrial times.

 ¾ Whereas a special report of Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) addresses the feasibility of attaining a 1.5°C target.

 ¾ US, Saudi Arabia, Russia and Kuwait refused to “welcome” the report.
Debated and 
non-agreed 
issues

(1)  New carbon market mechanisms-
 ¾ brazil, which- like India and China- had already amassed carbon credits 

under an earlier mechanism.
 ¾ brazil wanted to transfer these carbon credits to new carbon market being 

created to which developed countries objected.
 ¾ Thus, decision on the rules for the new market has been postponed till next 

year’s climate talks.
(2) Loss and damage-

 ¾ Funds were also required from rich countries for the losses and damages 
borne by poor nations.

 ¾ This meeting has not discussed it thoroughly.
(3) Technology transfer and capacity building-

 ¾ These are issues of importance to vulnerable countries and poor, developing 
countries that need help to transition from high to low carbon economies.

 ¾ In this summit no, strong commitments were made on it.
(5) Postponement of conflicting issues-

 ¾ Many difficult matters could not reach an agreement.
 ¾ All these have been postponed to next year for resolution.
 ¾ It includes questions such as-
 ¾ Ways to scale up existing commitments on emission reduction.
 ¾ Different ways of providing financial aid to the poor nations.
 ¾ Wording that prevents double counting of carbon credits, etc.
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Sources The Hindu, Indian Express, Live Mint, COP24, MoEFCC

Question  z discuss the importance of recently held COP24 in wake of IPCC report, 2018 
and India’s role and steps taken to tackle climate change.

 



 Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs December - 2018  (Study Material)   69

The Unique Academy

Syllabus 
relation

 z GS-2- bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India 
and/or affecting India’s interests

Background  z Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD) - Informal security dialogue between 
India, Japan, US and Australia.

 z 2007- Initiated by Japanese PM Shinzo Abe. Formed for cooperation after the 
2004 tsunami.

 z Idea behind it- To better coordinate maritime capabilities for disaster situations.
 z 2017- On side-lines of East Asia Summit in Manila (Philippines), all four former 

members re-joined in negotiations to revive the quadrilateral alliance.
Objectives of 
Quad

 z Ensuring freedom of navigation in Indo-Pacific region as per UNCLOS and 
globally accepted international laws.

 z Promotion of stability and security in Indo-Pacific region for free movement 
of people, goods, ideas.

 z Tackling challenges of terrorism and nuclear proliferation in region.
 z Maintaining multilateralism against Chinese efforts for pushing its hegemonic 

Need for 
setting up of 
the Quad

 z Changing regional dynamics- Increasing Chinese assertiveness in the South 
China Sea and its projects like OBOR.

 z Freedom of trade and navigation- India and other QUAd countries want to 
ensure freedom of navigation and trading route as per UNCLOS and international 
rule of law.

 z Multilateralism- With increasing Chinese assertions in region there is threat 
to multilateralism and increasing hegemony of china in the region which 
ultimately may threaten sovereignty and security of neighbouring nations.

 z Security- It will provide security from maritime piracy and individual assertions 
to most strategic maritime trading routes like Mallacastrait and South China 
Sea region from which 1/3rd of the world’s shipping passes.

 z Limitation of Individualism- It is difficult for any single nation to provide or act 
as a net security provider in vast region and oceans.

 z Connectivity- It will increase connectivity in the Indo-Pacific region and provide 
economic opportunities.

QUAD and 
India’s Act East 
Policy

 z Same objective and commitment-
 z Similar objective of promotion of economic co-operation in Indo Pacific.
 z QUAd members have common commitment, based on shared values and 

principles, to promote a rules-based order in the Indo-Pacific.
 z They also committed to strengthening connectivity and quality infrastructure 

based on sovereignty, equality and territorial integrity of all nations, as well as 
transparency, economic viability and financial responsibility.

 z Countering String of Pearls- Both “Quad” and “Act East Policy” will serves as a 
countermeasure to the String of Pearls theory of China.

17 India and QUAD
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 z Increase in trade and commerce-
 z This grouping of 4 Quad countries will allow a greater entry of trade and 

commerce.
China’s 
reaction to 
QUAD

 z Chinese government  issued formal diplomatic protests to QUAD members.
 z China saw it as an attempt at containment by like-minded democracies in the 

Asia-Pacific.
 z China said that it would appreciate mutual trust among countries and regions, 

but at the same time it has given a hint that it should not be directed against a 
third party.

 z It called the Quad as an ‘Asian NATO’.
Possible 
negatives/ 
challenges of 
the QUAD for 
India

 z Challenging India’s dominance in region- Though, the quadrilateral grouping 
will bring developmental projects and economic prosperity but at the same 
time India’s dominance in its neighbourhood will be challenged.

 z Seeding ground- In the name of cooperation India may concede a seeding 
ground to US and Japanese navy in Indian Ocean region.

 z Testing balancing skills-
(1)  It will test India’s balancing act of relations with neighbour countries 

specially China.
(2) Involvement of USA and Japan in region will increase flow of necessary 

finances that are much required giving India’s limited ability to act as 
strategic economic partner.

Way forward  z Strive for peaceful Asian region- Conflict with China must be avoided and 
QUAd should not become a Asian NATO.

 z Interoperability, cooperation and convergence- Though a positive start 
has been made but much will depend on interoperability, cooperation and 
convergence.

 z Shared objectives- QUAD should pursue shared objectives in the areas of 
connectivity and development, regional security, humanitarian assistance and 
disaster relief (HARD) and maritime cooperation.

Source The Hindu, Indian express, Financial express, the diplomat, Livemint.

Question  z The ‘Quad’ policy compliments India’s Act East policy also it poses a challenge 
of balancing relations for India in Indo-Pacific region. Comment.
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Syllabus 
Relation

 z GS-2- Bilateral relations

Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently, President Ram NathKovind visited Vietnam as the first Southeast 
Asian country to visit in his capacity as the President.

 z Vietnam is a close ‘ally’ of India for over 70 years, and not limited to official 
diplomatic ties.

Background  z Relations in History:
(1)  The cultural and economic ties between both countries have root in the 2nd 

century.
(2) During the most testing times in its independence movement, India 

supported the North Vietnamese regime consistently.
 z Contemporary Times:

(1)  India was also one of the first countries to recognize the Vietnamese government 
once the consolidation of the country was achieved in the mid-1970s.

(2) both Vietnam and India were also close allies of the Soviet Union during the 
Cold War.

(3) During the Vietnam War, India strongly condemned U.S. action.
(4) India also assisted Vietnam during the Cambodian–Vietnamese War.

 z Chronology of Recent Past:
(1)  1972- Diplomatic relations was established.
(2) 1992- Established extensive economic ties, including oil exploration, 

agriculture, and manufacturing.
(3) 1997- Bilateral Investment Promotion and Protection Agency was set up.
(4) June 2018- India’s defense Minister NirmalaSitharaman also visited 

Vietnam.
Area of 
convergence

 z Strategic partnership-
(1)  India-Vietnam strategic partnership is key to maintaining peace and stability 

not only in SE Asia but in the entire Indo-Pacific region.
(2) Both completed about 45 years of diplomatic bilateral relations.

 z Defense relations-
(1)  India's Look East policy helped to strengthen defense relations between the 

two countries.
(2) Both countries also strengthened bilateral military cooperation.
(3) It reflected in the sale of military equipment, sharing of intelligence, joint 

naval exercises like ‘Milan' and training in counterinsurgency and jungle 
warfare.

 z Energy sector-
(1)  Both countries are jointly exploring oil and natural gas resources. E.g.- ONGC 

and Vietnamese company explorations.

18 India-Vietnam Relations
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(2)  Both are also looking at partners for Oil and Gas exploration like Japan, 
Russia.

 z Connectivity-
(1)  Proposed Trilateral IMT Highway is expected to be ready in the next 5 years 

between India, Myanmar and Thailand.
(2) It can be extended to Vietnam which will help to increase connectivity, 

trade, people to people ties in both countries.
 z Public diplomacy-

(1)  Vietnam has special study centres which specifically studies about India.
(2) In recent event India too launched ‘Centre for Vietnamese study' in New 

delhi (by President of India).
 z Same concern of China- Increasing china’s influence and assertiveness in the 

region is a most critical area of concern for both India and Vietnam.
 z Security concerns-

(1)  Today there is an increasing commonality of security concerns between 
Vietnam and its ASEAN partners — as well as with Australia, India, Japan, 
and the U.S.

(2) It is particularly in the areas of maritime security and adherence to the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.

 z Focus on sub-regionalism-
(1)  Vietnam has mitigated the force of rising China by focussing on both sub-

regionalism and regionalism as the core of its priorities.
(2) India too looks at both sub-regionalism and regionalism as priority avenues 

to pursue its foreign policy.
 z Mutual trust-

(1)  Threats emerging from a rising China and a convergence of strategic interests 
have contributed to the deepening of ties between the two nations.

(2) It is to an extent that Vietnam now engages India at the level of a 
‘comprehensive strategic partner’.

Way forward  z Joint efforts: India and Vietnam can jointly explore the potential for enhancing 
capacity building and providing technical assistance and training within the 
sub-regional grouping.

 z Matching with expectations- Vietnam expecting more engagement on part of 
India through strategic economic means.

 z Focus on trade and commerce- both countries also need to cooperate and 
focus on trade and commerce which is below their previously settled target of 
$ 15 billions.

Source The Hindu, Indian Express, RSTV, The Diplomat, policy brief

Question  z In recent years, there has been strategic shift in India-Vietnam relations. In 
context of current complex geopolitical scenario, discuss the importance of 
Vietnam for India.
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Syllabus 
Relation

 z GS-2- Bilateral relations

Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently, European Union released its strategy on India after 14 years.The new 
document lays out a road map for strengthening the EU-India partnership.

New strategy 
document

 z The new strategy underscores a transformative shift.
 z It talks of key focus areas such as-

(1)  Need to conclude a broader Strategic Partnership Agreement.
(2) Intensifying dialogue on Afghanistan and Central Asia.
(3) Strengthening technical cooperation on fighting terrorism.
(4) Countering radicalisation, violent extremism and terrorist financing.
(5) Exchange expertise on cyber security and hybrid threats.

 z This also seen as recognition of the need to develop defence and security 
cooperation with India by EU.

Background  z India-EU relations date to the early 1960s, with India being amongst the first countries 
to establish diplomatic relations with the European Economic Community.

 z A cooperation agreement signed in 1994 took the bilateral relationship beyond 
trade and economic cooperation.

 z The first India-EU Summit took place in Lisbon, 2000.
 z At the 5th India-EU Summit held at The Hague in 2004, the relationship was 

upgraded to a ‘Strategic Partnership’.
 z India-EU relations received another boost with the 13th India-EU Summit at 

Brussels in March 2016 adopting the India-EU Agenda 2020.
 z It lays down a road map for cooperation on a wide range of issues including 

nuclear cooperation, investments, Internet Governance, climate change, 5G 
communications etc.

Bilateral 
relations

 z Political Relations -
(1)  The 13th India-EU Summit held after a gap of four years on March 2016.
(2) Both sides have also instituted Foreign Policy Consultations at the level of 

Secretaries.
(3) A Security Dialogue envisaged under the Joint Action Plan has been held 

annually since May 2006.
 z Economic & Commercial Relations-
 z Among the EU's trading partners, India was the 10th largest for EU exports of 

goods, and the 9th largest for EU imports of goods in 2017.
 z India and the EU are in the process of negotiating a bilateral Broad-based Trade 

and Investment Agreement (bTIA) since 2007.
Areas of 
convergence

 z Counter-Terrorism-
(1)  Tackling terrorism and both also adopted the Joint Statement on 

Cooperation in Combating Terrorism.

19 Sindia - EU relation
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(1)  India and EU have an institutionalized Dialogue on Counter-Terrorism.
 z Clean energy and Climate change-both sides reiterated their commitment to:

(1)  The Paris Climate Agreement and committed to lead and work together to- 
combat climate change.

(2) Implement the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable development and
(3) Encourage global low greenhouse gas emissions, climate resilient and 

sustainable development.
 z  Smart and sustainable urbanization-
 z  China factor- Assertions made by China are also in contrast with EU’s and 

India’s belief in multilateralism, cooperation and a rules-based international 
order rather than the unilateral use of force and coercion. 

Areas of 
concern

 z Data localization clause-
 z Recently RbI has mandated companies to save personal data locally.
 z It may hurt trade pacts between the European Union and India.
 z Unclear, changing rules and policies-
 z Europeans are discouraged by India’s complexity, fragmentation, and changing 

rules.
 z Many European firms complain about the difficulty of doing business across 

the diverse Indian subcontinent.
 z India’s approach- India tends to approach Europe through bilateral relationships 

with each member state, rather than treating it as a whole.
 z Foreign policy approach- India’s defensive and anti-interventionist international 

stance and Europe’s increasingly centrifugal trends.
 z Trade and investment- India’s large-scale central government projects and the 

flowering of initiatives by state governments challenge the conventional way of 
doing business for European member states.

Way forward Growing significance of the EU-India security partnership-
 z The partnership between India and the EU as a whole has great potential as the 

EU has gradually but surely emerged as a strategic actor on the global scene.
Cooperation and Coordination-

 z India-EU should take this partnership further and promote concrete cooperation 
in areas such as counter-terrorism, the Indian Ocean and cybersecurity.
Recalibration of partnership-

 z The new India strategy document unveiled by the EU, therefore, comes at an 
appropriate time when both have to seriously recalibrate their partnership.

 z Merely reiterating that India and the EU are “natural partners” is not enough.
 z Areas outlined in the document, from security sector cooperation to countering 

terrorism and regional security, need to be focussed on.

Sources The Hindu, Indian Express, economic times, europa.eu, ecfr.eu

Question  z Recently released ‘strategic paper’ by EU on India recognises that India has 
emerged as the fastest-growing large economy and has acquired an important 
geopolitical role. In the context of above statement, analyse the India-EU 
relations.
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relation

GS 2: Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection of 
vulnerable sections. 

Why is it in 
the news?

 z As India moves closer to become the most populous it  is facing another serious 
concern about ageing population.

 z The National Programme for Healthcare of Elderly was launched by the 
government with an aim of providing dedicated care services to an ageing 
population.

More about 
National 
Programme 
for Healthcare 
of Elderly:

 z The National programme for Healthcare of Elderly aims to provide accessible, 
affordable, and high-quality long-term, comprehensive and dedicated care 
services to an ageing population.

 z It provides for Community-based primary health care approach including 
domiciliary visits by trained health care workers.

 z Two dedicated National Centres for Ageing will come up, each in AIIMS in delhi 
and Madras Medical College, Chennai.

 z The National Centres of Ageing are expected to be Centres of Excellence in the 
field of geriatric care in the country.

Significance  z Contribution of Elderly to Population of India: up 8.6% of the total population 
in India (As per the 2011 census)

 z Expected to go up to 20% by 2050.
Causes of 
increase 
in elderly 
population

(1) Easy availability of life saving drugs.
(2) Control of famines, and various communicable diseases.
(3) Better awareness and supply of nutrition and health facilities.
(4) Comparatively better overall standard of living.
(5) Drastic reduction in mortality rates.
(6) Substantial increase in the life expectancy at birth and the overall span of 

people.

Problems 
faced by 
Elderly

 z Abuse: A 2015-16 survey shows that around 60% of elderly people living with 
their families face abuse and harassment.

 z Poor Conditions: About 66% are either 'very poor' or below the poverty line 
and 39% have been either abandoned or live alone.

 z Economic dependence is one of the major factors that very often affects the 
wellbeing of older persons.

 z Psychological problems: The common psychological problems that most of the 
older persons experience are: feeling of powerlessness, feeling of inferiority, 
depression, uselessness, isolation and reduced competence.

 z These problems along with social disabilities like widowhood, societal prejudice 
and segregation aggravate the frustration of elderly people.

Rights of the 
Elderly

 z Under section 125 of the CrPC, a magistrate can order a child to maintain his 
old parents under the Maintenance of Parents Act.

20 Ageing Population
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 z The Hindu Adoptions and Maintenance Act say an aged parent can demand 
maintenance from children in the same way that a wife can demand it from her 
husband.

 z The Domestic Violence Act too provides parents with the right to seek relief 
from any kind of abuse.

Government 
Initiatives

(1) Integrated Program for Older Persons (IPOP):
 ¾ This program is run by The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment.
 ¾ Under this program, grants are given for running and maintenance Old Age 

Homes, Day Care Centres, Mobile Medicare Units, Multi Facility Care Centre 
for Older Widows etc.

(2) RashtriyaVayoshri Yojana (RVY):
 ¾ Under the scheme, aids and assistive living devices are provided to senior 

citizens belonging to BPL category.
 ¾ It covers age related disabilities such as low vision, hearing impairment, loss 

of teeth and loco-motor disabilities.
 ¾ Indira Gandhi National Old Age Pension Scheme (IGNOAPS):
 ¾ The Ministry of Rural Development runs the National Social Assistance 

Program (NSAP) that extends social assistance for poor households- for the 
aged, widows, disabled and in the case of death of the breadwinner.

 ¾ The Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana (PNVVY):
 ¾ The scheme was launched in May 2017 to provide social security during old age.
 ¾ Under the scheme, on payment of an initial lump sum amount, subscribers 

will get an assured pension based on a guaranteed rate of return of 8% per 
annum payable monthly/quarterly/half-yearly/annually. 

Way Ahead  z Strengthen Family Care: Efforts should be made to strengthen the family care, 
because the preferred source of support for the aged is still the family.

 z Health care: There is urgent need to anticipate and tackle growing health care 
needs of elderly.

 z Values: Traditional values of filial obligations can also be reinforced in school 
curricula and through the media.

 z Sensitisation: There needs to be sensitisation, there needs to be knowledge, 
else people won’t prepare for their old age.

 z Strengthen Local Governance: There is need to strengthen Panchayats and 
other local bodies in order to provide the benefits of government schemes for 
elderly.

 z Provide Livelihood: Micro and small level work can be provided to the elderly 
to earn livelihood.

 z Target More Vulnerable: There is a great need to protect the target group i.e. 
rural old, and old women, and widows.

Final Words  z For a society caught between greater economic opportunities and individual 
freedoms on one hand and traditional values and moral responsibilities on the 
other, finding a balance is not straightforward.

 z It is right time for the central and state governments to recognise the needs of 
a growing elderly population.

Source The Hindu, Indian Express, Yojana, NDTV
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Syllabus 
relation

GS 3 : 
 z Science and Technology- developments and their applications and effects in 

everyday life.
 z Achievements of Indians in science & technology; indigenization of technology 

and developing new technology.
Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently, a research paper co-authored by leading agriculture scientist M.S. 
Swaminathan describes Bt cotton as a failure.

 z The article is a review of crop development in India and transgenic crops — 
particularly Bt cotton, the stalled Bt brinjal as well as DMH-11, a transgenic 
mustard hybrid.

 z Bt brinjal and DMH-11 have been cleared by scientific regulators but not by the 
Centre.

Brief Timeline  z 1985- First GM crop trials begin around the world.
 z 1994- The first GM food, the FlavrSavr tomato, is approved in the US.
 z 1996- Herbicide-tolerant GM soya bean available in US.
 z 2002- Introduction of Bt cotton in India.
 z 2010- Bt Brinjal release blocked. No objection certificates from states were 

made mandatory for field trials.
 z 2012- Parliamentary standing committee on agriculture asked for complete 

stop to all GM field trials.
 z 2013- Hold on all trials following SC panel suggestions.
 z 2014- GEAC approval for field trials of 11 crops including maize, rice, sorghum, 

wheat, groundnut and cotton.
 z 2014- 21 new varities of GM crops such as rice, wheat, maize and cotton have 

been approved for field trial.
 z 2016- GEAC approval to GM Mustard  field trial.
 z 2016- SC stayed the order put it for public opinion.

Facts  z India - World’s fifth largest cultivated area under genetically modified (GM) 
crops, at 11.4 million hectares in 2017.

 z Unlike other big growers, its entire GM crop area is under a single crop-cotton.
 z United States- country with the highest area under transgenic crops.

21 GM food croops in India
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What paper 
authored by 
P.C. Kesavan 
and Prof. 
Swaminathan 
says?

(1) Bt cotton failure and its implications-
 ¾ GE (genetically engineered) Bt cotton has failed in India.
 ¾ It has failed as a sustainable agriculture technology and therefore also failed 

to provide livelihood security for cotton farmers who are mainly resource-
poor, small and marginal farmers.

(2) Tool of last resort- Prof. Swaminathan advocated ‘sustainable agriculture’ and 
said the government should only use genetic engineering as a last resort.

(3) Supplementary and need based use of GE technology-

 ¾ Swaminathan emphasised that genetic engineering (GE) technology is 
supplementary and must be need based.

 ¾ Only in very rare circumstance (less than 1%) may there arise a need for the 
use of this technology.

(4) M.S. Swaminathan distances himself from GM paper
 ¾ Later, M.S. Swaminathan distances himself from paper and reiterated his 

total commitment and support to modern technologies including genetic 
modification and gene editing.

 ¾ He said his emphasis has been on generating synergy between technology 
and public policy.

What is 
genetic 
modification 
(GM) of crops 
and how is it 
done?

(1) World health organisation(WHO) Definition-  Genetically modified organisms 
(GMOs) can be defined as organisms (i.e. plants, animals or microorganisms) 
in which the genetic material (DNA) has been altered in a way that does not 
occur naturally by mating and/or natural recombination.

(2) Methods used to transfer DNA-
 ¾ Coating the surface of small metal particles with the relevant DNA fragment, 

and bombard the particles into the plant cells.
 ¾ Use of bacterium or virus.

(3) For GM plants, the bacterium most frequently used is called Agrobacterium 
tumefaciens.

(4) Other ways to change the genomes of crops- There are other ways to change 
the genomes of crops, such as-
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Genetically 
Modified 
Crops in India

 ¾ Mutational breeding,
 ¾ Genome editing.

 (1) Bt Cotton:
 ¾ Bt cotton, as GM cotton, is the only commercialised GM crop in the country.
 ¾ Monsanto introduced its first-generation Bt cotton, called Bollgard I (BG-I) 

in 2002 and bollgard II (bG-II) in 2006.
(2) GM-mustard:

 ¾ Delhi University developed Dhara Mustard Hybrid-11 (DMH-11) which is 
a genetically modified variety of mustard.

 ¾ It is Herbicide Tolerant (HT) crop.
(3) Bt Brinjal:

 ¾ Mahyco (Maharashtra Hybrid Seeds Company) in collaboration with the 
dharward University of Agricultural sciences and the Tamil Nadu Agricultural 
University developed Bt Brinjal in 2007.

 ¾ but its release blocked by government.
(4) India has yet to allow commercial cultivation of a GM food crop

Regulatory 
Mechanisms 
in India

(1) Five competent authorities under Environment Protection Act, 1986:
 ¾ The Institutional Biosafety Committees (IBSC)
 ¾ Review Committee of Genetic Manipulation (RCGM)
 ¾ Genetic Engineering Approval Committee (GEAC)
 ¾ State Biotechnology Coordination Committee (SBCC)
 ¾ District Level Committee (DLC) for handling of various aspects of the rules.

(2) Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC):
 ¾ Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) is the apex biotechnology 

regulator in India. 
 ¾ Status- Statutory body under Ministry of Environment & Forests (MoEF).
 ¾ Governing act: Environment Protection Act, 1986.
 ¾ Functions :

(a)  To appraise activities involving large scale use of hazardous 
microorganisms and recombinants in research and industrial production 
from the environmental angle.

(b)  To appraise proposals relating to release of genetically engineered 
organisms and products into the environment including experimental 
field trials.

(C) The committee or any persons authorized by it has powers to take 
punitive action under the Environment Protection Act. 

Advantages 
of Genetically 
Modified (GM) 
Crops

 z Improved resistance to disease, pests, and herbicides.
 z Improved production and raise farmer's income.
 z Reduction in use of pesticide and insecticide during farming.
 z Enhanced taste and quality.
 z More produce in less area of land.
 z Reduced maturation time.
 z Increased nutrients, and stress tolerance.
 z Better natural waste management.
 z Provide abilty to balance demand-supply chain challenge because of increse 
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in population.
 z Increased food security for rapidly increasing population.

Disadvantages 
of Genetically 
Modified (GM) 
Crops

 z Threat to ecosystem and biodiversity as better traits possessing GM crop would 
be planted more and results in monocropping.

 z Potential human health impact such as allergies, transfer of antibiotic resistance 
markers, unknown effects.

 z Each time farmers need to buy new seeds, thus, increase in input cost of 
farming.

 z Monopoly of few companies like Monsanto thus, hamper farmer’s economic 
budget.

 z It would increase dependence on industrialized nations by developing countries.
 z GM crops would be ineffective in long term as pests will develop resistance to 

toxins of GM crops like pink Bollworm.
 z Threat of Bio-piracy i.e. foreign exploitation of natural resources.
 z Outcrossing- The migration of genes from GM plants into conventional crops or 

related species in the wild may have an indirect effect on food safety and food 
security.

 z Tampering with nature by mixing genes among species creates ethical dilemma.
 z The benefits may again be limited to rich farmers in North and West India thus, 

may lead to enhancement in rich-poor chasm.
Way forward (1) Solution to global hunger and malnutrition issues: It has a great potential to 

address hunger and malnutrition issues across the world specifically in poor, 
hunger affected countries in Africa.

(2)  Biotechnology Regulatory Authority: Strong regulatory framework is needed 
for commercialization of GM crops such as BRA which proposed earlier.

(3) FSSAI role :
 ¾ GM foods are available in the Indian market in the form of imported packaged 

foods and domestically produced cottonseed oil.
 ¾ FSSAI must identify all illegal GM foods, ensure that they are not available 

in the Indian market and take necessary legal action against concerned 
companies and traders.

(4) Enact stringent GM labelling laws : India should employ process-base labelling 
for GM foodsand qualitative screening as an enforcement tool.

Source The Hindu, Indian express, Economic times, down to earth report.
Question  z What is genetic modification (GM) of crops? How and why is it done? List their 

advantages and disadvantages.
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Syllabus 
Relation

 z GS 3 (Economic development): Effects of liberalisation on the economy, 
changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial growth.

 z GS 2 (Social justice and Governance): Issues related to development and 
management of social sector relating to Human resourcesand aspect of governance.

Why is it in the 
news?

 z The International Labour Organisation released Global Wage Report 2018
 z As per the report, Global wage growth, adjusted for inflation, slowed to 1.8% 

in 2017, from 2.4% in 2016. 
More in the 
news

 z Global wage growth in real terms (that is, adjusted for price inflation) has 
declined from 2.4% in 2016 to just 1.8% in 2017.

 z In the advanced G20 countries, real wage growth declined from 1.7% in 2015 
to 0.9% in 2016 and 0.4% in 2017. 

 z In emerging and developing countries of the G20, real wage growth has 
fluctuated in recent years, rising from 2.9% in 2015 to 4.9% in 2016, and then 
falling back to 4.3% in 2017.

Global Wage 
Report on 
Gender Pay 
Gap

 z The gender pay gaps are found just about in all countries.
 z On average, women are paid 20% less than men across the world.
 z Factors that often determine wages such as education don’t seem to explain 

the gender pay gap.
 z Also, the mothers are earning lower wages than non-mother. This is called 

the motherhood gap.
 z The report also found the tendency of wages to be lower in enterprises where 

the workforce is predominantly made of women.
 z India and Pakistan had the highest gap of 34.5% and 34% respectively between 

what men and women earn.
 z The United Nations Sustainable Development Goal target 8.5, sets out the aim 

to achieve by 2030 “equal pay for work of equal value”.
Growth 
despite low 
wages!

 z Economic growth in 2017 was led mainly by higher investment by both private 
and government, rather than by private consumption.

 z The share of labour compensation in GDP among several countries remain 
substantially below that of the early 1990s. 

Reasons 
behind 
the wage 
reduction 
trend

 z Competition: The intensification of competition in the wake of globalization.
 z Bargaining power: The worldwide decline in the bargaining power of workers 

has resulted in a decoupling between wages and labour productivity as a result 
of the weakening of Trade Unions.

 z Uncertainty: uncertain economic outlook may have discouraged firms from 
raising wages.

 z Inequality: Widening inequalities is slowing down the demand and growth.
 z Technology: Due to the penetration of technology, certain mid-tier jobs are 

being vanished and graduates/postgraduates are being forced to work as 
delivery boys/courier boys at low wages.

22 Global Wage Report 2018
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Political Aspect  z From country to country, legislation and court judgments are increasingly 
trampling on long-recognized labor rights.

 z In order to attract investment, countries liberalize their labor laws in favor of 
multinational companies.

 z An obsession with fiscal consolidation and austerity has prevented the kind of 
social spending that could expand public employment and improve workers’ 
conditions. 

Impact  z The obvious impact of this low pace has been on global economic growth with 
consumption demand hurt by restrained spending by wage-earners.

Minimum 
wage in India

 z The Minimum Wages Act 1948 concerning Indian labor law that sets the 
minimum wages that must be paid to skilled and unskilled labors.

 z It gives both the Central government and State government jurisdiction in 
fixing wages. As labor is a concurrent list subject.

 z Payment of wages below the minimum wage rate amounts to forced labor.
 z The government had last year introduced "Code on Wages Bill 2017" in Lok 

Sabha and later referred to the standing committee. It is yet to be passed.
 z Key features of the Code on Wages Bill:
 z The central government will set minimum wages for certain employments 

including railways, and mines. State governments will set minimum wages for 
all other employment. 

 z The Code provides that a national minimum wage may be set by the central 
government.

 z States cannot set minimum wages lower than the national minimum wage.  
Further, the central government may set separate national minimum wages for 
different states or regions of the country.  

 z Minimum wages must be revised by the central or state governments at an 
interval of five years. 
(1)  The Code replaces four existing laws:

(a) the Payment of Wages Act, 1936,
(b) the Minimum Wages Act, 1948,
(c) the Payment of bonus Act, 1965, and
(d) the Equal Remuneration Act, 1976.

Way Ahead  z In order to reap the demographic dividendwe need not only jobs but wage 
expansion that is robust and equitable.

 z To reduce gender pay gaps, more emphasis should be placed on ensuring 
equal pay for women and men, and on addressing the lower value placed on 
women's work. 

 z Better coordination at the international level might be used to promote 
sustainable wage growth which can support aggregate demand at national, 
regional and global levels.

Source The Hindu, ILO, PRS, LiveMint.

Question  z According to the Global Wage Report the average growth in wages is declining 
and also the gender pay gap has widened. discuss the causes and suggest the 
measures to address this problem.
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Consumer Protection Bill
Why is it in 
news?

 z The Consumer Protection Bill 2018 replaced the Consumer Protection Act, 
1986. 

Highlights of the 
Bill

 z Consumer Rights: The Bill enforces consumer rights, and provides a 
mechanism for redressal of complaints regarding defect in goods and 
deficiency in services.

 z Consumer Disputes Redressal Commissions:
 ¾ Consumer Disputes Redressal Commissions will be set up at the District, 

State and National levels for adjudicating consumer complaints.
 ¾   Appeals from the District and State Commissions will be heard at the 

next level and from the National Commission by the Supreme Court.
 z Central Consumer Protection Authority:

 ¾ The Bill sets up a Central Consumer Protection Authority to promote, 
protect and enforce consumer rights as a class. 

 ¾  It can issue safety notices for goods and services, order refunds, recall 
goods and rule against misleading advertisements. 

 z Liability: If a consumer suffers an injury from a defect in a good or a deficiency 
in service, he may file a claim of product liability against the manufacturer, 
the seller, or the service provider.  

 z The Bill defines contracts as ‘unfair’ if they significantly affect the rights of 
consumers.  It also defines unfair and restrictive trade practices.

 z The Bill establishes Consumer Protection Councils at the district, state and 
national levels to render advise on consumer protection.

Source The Hindu, PRS

Data interception Rules 
Why is it in 
news?

 z Ten central agencies have been equipped with powers of "interception, 
monitoring and decryption of any information generated, transmitted, 
received or stored in any computer".

Note  z This has been covered holistically in contemporary issues. 
Source The Hindu

 Section 79 of IT Act
Why is it in 
news?

•	 The proposed amendments to rules under Section 79 of the Information 
Technology (IT) Act

Section 79 •	 Section 79 of the Information Technology Act, 2000 exempts intermediaries from 
liability in certain instances.

What are 
amendments 
proposed?

•	 It makes it mandatory for online platforms to “proactively” deploy technology, 
which would enable a ferreting of content seen as “unlawful”. 

•	 They also require end-to-end encryption to be broken so that the origin of

1 Polity
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messages can be traced.
 z In the draft of The Information Technology [Intermediaries Guidelines 

(Amendment) Rules] 2018, Rule 3(9) requires “intermediaries”, or online 
platforms:
(1) Deploy technology based automated tools or appropriate mechanisms
(2) with appropriate controls
(3) for proactively identifying or removing or disabling access to unlawful information 

or content.

 z The insertion of a new Rule 3(4) activates a pro-active monthly notification 
across intermediaries to warn users repeatedly. 

What are 
implications?

 z The proposed changes would mean that social media platforms with more 
than “50 lakh users” would be liable to help the government “within 72 
hours” of a query. 

 z They would be expected to appoint a Nodal person of Contact for 24X7 
coordination with law enforcement agencies and officers to ensure 
compliance.

 z The draft amendments envisage that online platforms will keep a record 
of “unlawful activity” for a period of “180 days”, double the 90 days in the 
older version.

Source The Hindu

 Agriculture Export Policy
Why is it in 
news?

 z The Union Cabinet approved the Agriculture Export Policy.
 z It aimed at increasing India’s exports to $60 billion by 2022 from the current 

$37 billion.
Note This has been covered holistically in contemporary issues.
Source The Hindu

Centre amends rules for minorities from three nations 
Why is it in 
news?

 z Union Home Ministry has notified amendments to the Citizenship Rules, 
2009 to include a separate column in the citizenship form for applicants 
belonging to six minority communities from Pakistan, Afghanistan and 
Bangladesh.

Section 18 of the 
Citizenship Act, 
1955.

 z The Centre has made the changes under New rules were notified on 
December 3.

 z A parliamentary committee has been examining the Citizenship (Amendment) 
Bill, 2016, that proposes citizenship to six persecuted minorities — Hindus, 
Jains, Sikhs, Parsis, Christians and Buddhists — from Pakistan, Afghanistan 
and Bangladesh, who came to India before 2014. 

 z It has run into strong resistance in Assam because it will pave the way 
for giving citizenship mostly to illegal Hindu migrants from Bangladesh in 
Assam, who came after March 1971, in violation of the 1985 Assam Accord.

Source The Hindu

Triple Talaq Bill
Why is it in 
news?

 z The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Bill, 2018 or the 
Triple Talaq Bill has been passed in the Lok Sabha. 
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Provisions of the 
bill

 z Triple Talaq to be unconstitutional:
(1) The Bill makes all declaration of talaq, including in written or electronic form, to 

be void (i.e. not enforceable in law) and illegal. 
(2) It defines talaq as talaq-e-biddat or any other similar form of talaq pronounced 

by a Muslim man resulting in instant and irrevocable divorce. 
(3) Talaq-e-biddat refers to the practice under Muslim personal laws where 

pronouncement of the word ‘talaq’ thrice in one sitting by a Muslim man to his 
wife results in an instant and irrevocable divorce.

 z Offence and penalty:
(1) The Bill makes such declaration of talaq a cognizable offence, attracting up to 

three years’ imprisonment with a fine.  (A cognizable offence is one for which a 
police officer may arrest an accused person without warrant.)

(2) The offence will be cognizable only if information relating to the offence is given 
by: (i) the married woman (against whom talaq has been declared), or (ii) any 
person related to her by blood or marriage.

 z The Bill provides that the Magistrate may grant bail to the accused. The bail 
may be granted only after hearing the woman (against whom talaq has been 
pronounced), and if the Magistrate is satisfied that there are reasonable 
grounds for granting bail. 

 z Allowance: A Muslim woman against whom talaq has been declared, is 
entitled to seek subsistence allowance from her husband for herself and for 
her dependent children.  The amount of the allowance will be determined 
by the Magistrate.

 z Custody of Children: A Muslim woman against whom such talaq has been 
declared, is entitled to seek custody of her minor children. The manner of 
custody will be determined by the Magistrate. 

Source The Hindu

PM renames Ross Island to Netaji Dweep
Why is it in 
news?

 z Prime Minister announced renaming of three islands of the Andaman and 
Nicobar archipelago as a tribute to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.

 z The Ross Island was renamed Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Dweep, the Neil 
Island as Shaheed Dweep and the Havelock Island as Swaraj Dweep.

Source The Hindu

 



 86   Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs December - 2018  (Study Material)

The Unique Academy

NGT on groundwater notification
Why is it in 
news?

 z The National Green Tribunal rapped the Union Water Resources Ministry 
over its notification pertaining to groundwater extraction as it was against 
“national interest”.

What was in 
notification?

(1) NOC for packaged drinking water: Industries extracting groundwater and those that 
use the same for packaged drinking water would need to apply for a no-objection 
certificate from the government.

(2) Agri sector exempted: Agriculture sector will be exempt from the fees.
(3) The Ministry informed the Bench that a Water Conservation Fee has also been 

introduced in the revised guidelines

Water 
Conservation Fee

 z The WCF payable varies with the category of the area, type of industry and 
quantum of groundwater extraction 

 z It is designed to progressively increase from over-exploited areas and from 
low to high water consuming industries as well as with increasing quantum 
of groundwater extraction.

Source The Hindu

Central Information Commission
Why is it in 
news?

 z The government has appointed four new Information Commissioners in the 
Central Information Commission.

 z It was functioning with just three of Commissioners as against a sanctioned 
strength of 11, including the Chief Information Commissioner.

CIC  z It has chief information commissioner and up to 10 information 
commissioners. 

 z All are appointed by the President on recommendation of Pime Minister, 
Union Minister nominated by him and Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha.  

Source The hindu

 

Statutory Bodies
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J&K law to stop ‘sextortion’ of women 
Why is it in 
news?

 z Administration in Jammu &Kashmir approved an amendment to the 
Ranbir Penal Code (RPC), to insert a section to provide for the offence of 
“sextortion.”

 z Under Section 354E of the RPC the new law explicitly bans :
(1) Sexual exploitation of women by those in positions of authority
(2) Having a fiduciary relationship
(3) A public servant.

 z J&K has become the first State in the country to bring a law to prevent 
people in power from exploiting subordinates sexually. 

 z Amendment is being made in Prevention of Corruption Act to amend the 
definition of misconduct and to provide that demand for sexual favours 
would also constitute misconduct within the meaning of Section 5.

Need of 
Amendments

 z The existing legislative provisions have been found deficient to curb this 
menace. 

 z Therefore, a need was felt to introduce such provisions in the relevant laws 
that would prevent occurrence of such instances. 

Source The Hindu

Ban on oxytocin revoked 
Why is it in 
news?

 z The Delhi High Court quashed the Centre’s decision to ban the manufacture 
and sale of Oxytocin drug which induces labor and controls bleeding during 
child birth by private firms.

 z A Bench of HC set aside the government’s April 27 notification imposing the 
ban saying it was “arbitrary and unreasonable”.

What HC 
observed?

 z Not considered ill effects: The government did not adequately weigh in the 
danger to the users of Oxytocin nor consider the deleterious effect to the 
public generally and women particularly. 

 z Monopoly of govt: to allow only a single, state-run entity — with no prior 
experience in manufacturing Oxytocin to make and sell the drug was fraught 
with potential adverse consequences. 

 z The scarcity of the drug, or even a restricted availability can cause increase 
in maternal fatalities, during childbirth, impairing lives of thousands of 
innocent young mothers.

Source The Hindu

  New High Court
Why is it 
in news?

 z President Ramnath Kovind issued orders constituting a separate High Court for 
Andhra Pradesh with effect from January 1, 2019. 

 z The High Court of Judicature at Hyderabad will now become the High Court for 
Telangana.

 z As per the Presidential orders judges have also been allocated for the High Court

States
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Procedure 
for 
creation 
of high 
court

of Andhra Pradesh.
 z High Court can be formed as per the procedure prescribed in:
 z Article214:

(1) Provides that every State shall have a High Court, however, Article 231 states that Article 
214 shall not be a bar for constituting a common high court for two or more States.

(2) Although, only Parliament may by law establish a Common High Court for two or more 
States. 

(3) This means that, unless Parliament by law establishes a Common High Court for two or 
more States, every State has to have a High Court, i.e., upon formation of a new State 
a new High Court is also formed. For example, High Court of Jharkhand, Bilaspur High 
Court in Chhattisgarh, and Nainital High Court in Uttarakhand.

 z  Article 216
 ¾ Provides that every High Court shall consist of a Chief Justice and such other 

number of judges as the President may from time to time deem necessary to 
appoint.

 z Article 217
(1) It relates to appointment of HC judges. 
(2) Every judge of an HC is appointed on the recommendation of a SC Collegium by the 

President. 
(3) Although the provisions says that after consultation with CJI, Governor of that State, and 

the CJ of that HC, but SC rulings have made recommendation of SC Collegium consisting 
of CJI and 4 seniormost SC judges mandatory in terms of judicial appointments in higher 
judiciary. 

Source The Hindu
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India to host G20 Summit in 2022
Why is it in 
news?

 z India will host the G20 summit in 2022, to coincide with the 75th anniversary 
of its Independence. 

 z The G20, which comprises 19 countries and the EU, groups the countries 
into four blocks of four and one of three, and the nations in each group bid 
for the summit when their turn comes. 

 z Japan will host the 2019 summit, Saudi Arabia in 2020, and Italy in 2021 
before India hosts it in 2022. 

 z The summit involves hosting heads of State and government from 19 nations 
simultaneously, which is a logistical and security nightmare. 

G20  z The G20 (or Group of Twenty) is an international forum for the governments 
and central bank governors from:  Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, 
China, the European Union, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, 
Japan, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, Turkey, the 
United Kingdom, and the United States.

Source The Hindu

 GoM to form sub-panel on harassment
Why is it in 
news?

 z The Group of Ministers (GoM) formed in the wake of the #MeToo campaign 
on social media.

 z It decided at its first meeting to constitute a sub-committee that will suggest 
changes to the law on prevention of sexual harassment at workplace as well 
as ways to strengthen the National Commission for Women.

Sub committee  z The sub-committee will comprise officials from the Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Ministry of Women and Child Development and Ministry of Law and Justice. 

 z It will be given 10 days to submit its report, according to a government 
source who requested anonymity.

 z While the Sexual Harassment at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and 
Redressal) Act, 2013 (or POSH Act 2013) provides for the setting up of ICs, it 
doesn’t mention who will penalise employers if they fail to comply. 

 z It lays down a fine of ₹50,000, but there is no clarity on which authority can 
impose that.

Source The Hindu

 NITI Aayog rankings
Why is it in 
news?

 z NITI Aayogs second ‘delta’ ranking of aspirational districts.
 z The government think tank released the second ‘delta’ ranking of these 

districts that measures the incremental progress made by them across areas 
such as health and nutrition, education, agriculture and water resources, 
financial inclusion, skill development, and basic infrastructure.

What are trends?  z Virudhnagar most developed:

MISC
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(1) Tamil Nadu’s Virudhunagar showed the most improvement, between June and 
October, among the country’s 111 most underdeveloped districts. 

(2) While Jharkhand’s Pakur reflected the least improvement

 z Virudhunagar is followed by Nuapada in Odisha, Siddharthnagar in Uttar 
Pradesh, Aurangabad inBihar.

 z Fast developing:
(1) Jammu and Kashmir’s Kupwara district ranked at the top of the list for ‘fast 

movers’ for showing great initiative and displaying a qualitative jump in scores 
between June and October 2018. 

(2) In the first delta ranking, Kupwara had topped the list for ‘least improved 
aspirational districts.

About survey  z The ranking factors in validated data from Household Surveys conducted by 
NITI Aayog’s knowledge partners, namely, TATA Trusts and Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation. 

 z The delta ranking is computed in a transparent manner for combined 
improvements made between June and October.

 z The Aspirational Districts Programme was initiated in January 2018 with 
the aim of improving the socio-economic status of 112 districts through 
cooperative and competitive federalism. 

 z Wayanad (Kerala) is not part of the ranking as household survey data was 
unavailable.

Source The Hindu
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Warming leads to water crisis in Himalayas
Why is it in 
news?

 z Climate change is driving glaciers in the Himalayas to melt more rapidly than 
at any point in the last 10,000 years

 z It could soon cause water supply shortage in parts of India, Pakistan, and 
Nepal, a study has warned.

Who conducted 
study?

 z Researchers from Ohio State University in the U.S. showed that climate 
change could have devastating effects on vulnerable residents in the Andes 
mountains and the Tibetan plateau.

Impact on 
Tibetan plateau

 z By 2100, the best-case scenario is that half of the ice will disappear.
 z Researchers showed that while water supply is declining, demand is rising 

because of growing populations.
 z The glaciers in Peru supply critically needed water for people, crops and 

livestock.
 z The international research team dubbed the plateau the “Third Pole” 

because it contains the largest stores of freshwater in the world outside of 
the North and South poles.

Source The Hindu

Air pollution cause of 1 in 8 deaths 
Why is it in news  z India with 18% of the world’s population has a disproportionately high 26% 

of the global premature deaths and disease burden due to air pollution. 
 z Moreover, one in eight deaths in India was attributable to air pollution in 

India in 2017, making it a leading risk factor for death. 
Who did the 
survey

 z Survey was published by the India State-Level Disease Burden Initiative, 
a venture of the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR),Public Health 
Foundation of India (PHFI), Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation 
(IHME), in collaboration with the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, 
along with experts and stakeholders associated with over 100 Indian 
institutions.

Key findings  z 12.4 lakh deaths in India in 2017 were due to air pollution which included 
6.7 lakh deaths due to outdoor particulate matter air pollution and 4.8 lakh 
deaths due to household air pollution. 

 z Over half of the deaths due to air pollution were in persons less than 70 
years of age. 

 z In 2017, 77% population of India was exposed to ambient particulate matter 
PM2.5 above the recommended limit by the National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards. 

 z highest PM2.5 exposure level was in Delhi, followed by the other north 
Indian States of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Haryana.

 z Disability-adjusted life years (DALYs), attributable to air pollution in India in

Environment2
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      2017 for major non-communicable diseases were at least as high as those attributable 
to tobacco use.

Life expectancy  z The average life expectancy in India would have been 1.7 years higher if the 
air pollution level were less than the minimal level causing health loss, with 
the highest increases in the northern States of Rajasthan (2.5 years), Uttar 
Pradesh (2.2 years) and Haryana (2.1 years) .

Source The Hindu

India third largest contributor to carbon emission' 
Why is it in 
news?

 z Global carbon emissions are set to hit an all-time high of 37.1 billion tones 
of CO2 in 2018, according to researchers at the University of East Anglia 
(UEA) and the Global Carbon Project.

 z India the third-highest contributor is projected to see emissions rise by 
6.3% from 2017.

Trends in carbon 
emission

 z CO2 emissions have now risen for a second year after three years of little to 
no growth from 2014 to 2016. The rise in 2017 was 1.6%.

 z The 10 biggest emitters in 2018:  China, U.S, India, Russia, Japan, Germany, 
Iran, Saudi Arabia, South Korea, and Canada. The EU as a region of 
countries ranks third.

 z China’s emissions accounted for 27% of the global total having grown an 
estimated 4.7% in 2018 and reaching a new all-time high.

 z Emissions in the U.S., which has withdrawn from its commitment to the 
Paris Agreement, account for 15% of the global total, and look set to have 
grown about 2.5% in 2018 after several years of decline.

 z Limiting global warming to the 2015 Paris Agreement goal of keeping the 
global temperature increase this century to well below 2°C would need 
carbon dioxide emissions to decline by 50% by 2030 and reach net zero 
by about 2050. 

Source The Hindu

Rat-Hole Mining
Why is it in 
news?

 z The collapse of a coal mine in Meghalaya’s East Jaintia Hills, trapping at least 
15 workers and killing few has thrown the spotlight on a procedure known 
as “rat-hole mining”. 

What is Rat Hole 
Mining?

 z Rat-hole mining involves digging pits ranging from 5 to 100 meters deep 
vertically into the ground, mostly on a hill side, like a narrow well, to reach 
the coal seam. 

 z These pits are so narrow that only one miner can enter at a time. 
 z A small room-sized area is dug out at the bottom. From this area, miners dig 

tunnels sideways to reach the coal seam and extract it.
 z The coal from the tunnel or pit is taken out and dumped on nearby un-mined 

area from where it is carried to the larger dumping places near highways for 
its trade and transportation.

 z These rat-hole mines are spread throughout Meghalaya, but are mostly 
concentrated in the Jaintia Hills, the South Garo Hills around the towns of 
Baghamara and Nangalbibra, and the area around Nongjri and Shallang in
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the West Khasi Hills.
Source The HIndu

Another Olive Ridley nesting site
Why is it in 
news?

 z The Odisha forest department is to add another Olive Ridley mass nesting 
site to its wildlife map.

 z It has started preparing the beach at the Bahuda river mouth in Ganjam district
 z Around 3-km stretch of the beach from Sunapur to Anantpur at Bahuda 

rookery is being developed as a possible olive ridley mass nesting site.  
Bahuda
Beach

Source The Hindu

River Dolphins 
Why is it in 
news?

 z Reports on missing of river dolphin.

Rise in salinity: (1) Rise in salinity in the water system that makes the Indian Sunderbans has resulted 
in the decrease of population of the Ganges River Dolphins in the region.

(2) Only in the western part of Sunderbans, where the salinity is lower, could researchers 
find some evidence of the species.

(3) Freshwater flow to the Sunderbans is crucial for the subsistence of these species. 
(4) Though there is some fresh water connectivity and flow in the eastern part, salinity 

levels were still high and thus there was no evidence of the Ganges River Dolphin in 
this region.

(5) The rise in sea level, triggered by climate change, is one of the reasons for the 
increase in salinity of waters of rivers and channels. 

(6) Hydrological modifications like water diversion and commission of large barrages 
upstream have had a great impact on the salinity profile of the rivers downstream 
in the Sunderbans,” the publication stated.
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Why  itcant live 
in high salinity?

 z Because of its unique body shape, it becomes difficult for the dolphin to 
remain submerged in waters with high salinity.

Gangetic river 
dolphin

 z IUCN: Classified as endangered by the IUCN Red List,
 z Habitat:

 ¾ The freshwater species was also once found in different tributaries of the 
Ganga in West Bengal. 

 ¾ Researchers and experts pointed out that the sighting of the Ganges 
River Dolphin has decreased over the years in the 534-km stretch from 
Farakka Barrage to Sunderbans.

SOurce The Hindu

CRZ notification 2018
Why is it in 
news?

 z The Union Cabinet approved the CRZ Notification 2018, streamlining of 
Coastal Regulation Zone clearances.

 z It is aimed at enhancing activities in the coastal regions and promoting 
economic growth while keeping in mind conservation principles of coastal 
regions.

Few exemptions  z Only CRZ 1 will require clearance: According to the new notification 
only such projects, which are located in the CRZ-I (Ecologically Sensitive 
Areas) and CRZ IV (area covered between Low Tide Line and 12 Nautical 
Miles seaward) will require the necessary clearance from the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change.

 z CRZ 2: The powers for clearances with respect to CRZ-II (areas that have 
been developed up to or close to the shoreline) and III (Areas that are 
relatively undisturbed) have been delegated at the State level.

 z The construction norms on Floor Space Index (FSI) or the Floor Area Ratio 
(FAR), which was frozen as per 1991 Development Control Regulation (DCR) 
levels, has been relaxed and will now be based on laws which are in vogue.

 z The new notification also relaxed the No Development Zone (NDZ) criteria. 
 z Densely populated rural areas with a population density of 2,161 per square 

kilometre, falling under CRZ-III A, now have NDZ of 50 meters from the High 
Tide Line (HTL) as against 200 meters stipulated in the CRZ Notification, 
2011.

Island  z For islands close to the mainland coast and for all Backwater Islands in the 
mainland, NDZ of 20 meters has been stipulated.

 z The notification also permits temporary tourism facilities such as shacks, 
toilet blocks, change rooms, drinking water facilities etc. in beaches. Such 
temporary tourism facilities are also now permissible in NDZ of the CRZ-III 
areas.

 z The government said the new notification will “boost tourism in terms 
of more activities, more infrastructure and more opportunities and will 
certainly go a long way in creating employment opportunities in various 
aspects of tourism”. 

Source The Hindu
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Government’s foreign policy in the year 2018
Why is it in 
news?

 z Yearend review of foreign policy.

More in news (1) Achievements :
 ¾ The establishment of the International Solar Alliance (ISA) by India with as 

many as 71-member countries already signed on — that is headquartered 
in India.

 ¾ Restoration of balance in our relationship with Nepal, as well as the 
reconnection with the new leadership in the Maldives are positive 
outcomes.

 ¾ India avoided being the subject of domestic politics in the region, and has 
taken great care to ensure this in the recent political developments both 
in Sri Lanka and in Bangladesh.

(2) Failure case of Pakistan:
 ¾ No forward movement with Pakistan was seen, where talks over the 

Kartarpur corridor were described as a “cultural initiative” but not 
diplomacy.

(3) China:
 ¾ Resumption of defence ties suspended last year after the Doklam standoff.
 ¾ Restoration of peace at the India-China boundary.
 ¾ Forward movement on trade where Beijing is actively considering Indian 

requests for more market access on agricultural and pharmaceutical 
products in particular.

(4) U.S :
 ¾ Ties with the United States have seen an upward swing.
 ¾ Some concern was felt about the recent developments over Afghanistan, 

with reports of a possible pullout of US troops and moves to engage the 
Taliban along with visits to Pakistan by special envoy Zalmay Khalilzad 
being studied closely. 

Source The Hindu

Nepal caps expenditure of its citizens in India
Why is it in 
news?

 z Nepal imposed a monthly limit on the amount of Indian currency its citizen 
can spend in India. 

International Relation3
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More in news What it means?
 z A Nepali citizen would be unable to spend more than Rs 1 lakh per month 

while paying for goods and services in India and that the decision was taken 
to address the country’s current account deficit.

What are its repercussions?
 z Apart from impacting the spending trends of Nepali consumers and tourists 

in India, capping expenditure is also expected to influence trade in the
      India-Nepal border areas where Nepali businessmen usually pay in Indian 

currency.
Series of events:

Source The Hindu

India to contribute Rs 4,500 cr. for Bhutan’s five-year plan 

Why is it in 
news?

 z India assured to support Bhutan’s developmental needs by providing ₹4,500 
crore, during 1st visit of newly elected Prime Minister of the Himalayan 
country Bhutan.

 z Prime Minister of BhutanLotay Tshering indicated his government’s 
commitment to maintain warm ties with India.

More in news (1) What and How?
 ¾ India will provide ₹4,500 crore for Bhutan’s 12th five-year plan. 
 ¾ This contribution will be processed according to Bhutan’s preferences 

and necessities.
(2) Developmental assistance: 

 ¾ Bhutan remains one of the key recipients of developmental assistance 
from India. 

 ¾ According to the Ministry of External Affairs, India provided ₹4,500 crore 
for the 11th five year plan that lasted between 2013-18.

(3) Space Cooperation : 
 ¾ To share the benefit of the South Asian Satellite, Indian Space Research 

Organisation (ISRO) is moving ahead with plans to set up a ground station 
in Bhutan that will help in telemedicine, disaster relief and climate trends.
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(4) Hydropower:
 ¾ Hydro electricity is the main source of revenue for Bhutan.
 ¾ India-Bhutan has undertaken several hydroelectric projects whose 

output is traded between the countries.
(5) Project underway : Mangdechhu hydro power project

Source The Hindu

India-Maldives relations
Why is it in 
news?

 z During recent visit of President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih of the Maldives to 
India, a financial package of $1.4 billion was declared by India for the Maldives. 

More in news  z The package comes as Maldives is facing a debt of $3.2 billion with China. 
 z It is expected to boost Male’s global financial standing.
 z A Joint Statement issued during the visit announced that the financial 

assistance will be in the form of budgetary support, currency swap and 
concessional lines of credit for development programmes.

 z Both sides signed four agreements, including one easing visa procedures 
for Maldivian citizens.

 z Both sides also agreed to coordinate maritime policing activities in the 
Indian Ocean region.

Source The Hindu

India, Russia to boost joint production in defence 
Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently 18th meeting of the India-Russia Inter-Governmental Commission 
on Military Technical Cooperation (IRIGC-MTC) was conducted between 
defence ministers. 

 z India and Russia have agreed on way to simplify export clearances to take 
forward joint manufacturing in defence. 

Outcomes (1) Focus areas -
 ¾ Further expansion of military to military engagement.
 ¾ Defence industrial engagement between the two countries.

(2) License manufacturing of defence equipment-
 ¾ This includes allowing Indian companies, both Defence Public Sector 

Undertakings (DPSU) and private sector, manufacturing spares for 
Russian systems in India. 

(3) Joint manufacturing : 
 ¾ The two sides also agreed to take forward inter-governmental 

arrangements for facilitating joint manufacturing of spares for Russian 
origin equipment in India, under the ‘Make in India’ initiative.

 ¾ In this regard, four military -industry conferences were held between 
Russian manufactures and Indian companies to take the process forward.

(4) Military to military cooperation : 
 ¾ To enhance military to military engagement and rationalise the 

functioning of the joint commission, a revised Inter-Governmental 
Agreement on restructuring the existing IRIGC-MTC was also signed by 
the two ministers.

Source The Hindu
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France, India focus on energy sector
Why is it in 
news?

 z In recent meeting between foreign affairs ministers, India and France agreed 
to move fast towards operationalising the nuclear power project at Jaitapur.

 z Both sides were working in the field of energy and also intensifying 
international developmental and counter-terrorism cooperation.

Nuclear Power 
Plants in India

 z Nuclear power plants in India operated by Nuclear Power Corporation of 
India Limited (NPCIL).

 z Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL) : 
(1) Public Sector Enterprise under the administrative control of the Department of 

Atomic Energy (DAE),Government of India. 
(2) Registered as a Public Limited Company under the Companies Act, 1956
(3) Objectives- Operating atomic power plants and implementing atomic power 

projects for generation of electricity in pursuance of the schemes and 
programmes of the Government of India under the Atomic Energy Act, 1962. 

(4) Responsibility- design, construction, commissioning and operation of nuclear 
power reactors. 

(5) Vision- “To be globally proficient in nuclear power technology, contributing 
towards long term energy security of the country.”

Source The Hindu, NPCIL, dianuke.org

Republic Day 2019: South African leader Ramaphosa to be chief guest
Why is it in 
news?

 z Indian PM met South African President Cyril Ramaphosa on the sidelines of 
the G-20 summit and invited him to be the Chief Guest at the Republic Day 
celebrations 2019.

 z 2019 also marks the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. 
 z The South African leader accepted the invitation to grace the occasion.
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Source The Hindu

India-China high level media fo

Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently, India-China high level media forum held in New Delhi.

More in news  z Peace and tranquillity are “important prerequisites” of continuous 
development of bilateral ties between India and China.

 z Both defence forces are trying to firm up bilateral ties and are focussed on 
implementing confidence-building measures. 

 z India showed its readiness to host the second edition of the informal summit 
that was decided in Wuhan.

 z India highlighted the growing trade deficit as a matter of concern for Delhi, 
and expressed satisfaction at the steps China had taken to reduce the 
imbalance.

 z The concerns were raised at the end of bilateral discussion held during the 
first high-level mechanism for people-to-people exchanges.

 z Both parties identified 10 areas such as films, media, sports and tourism 
that would be in focus to facilitate greater relationship between the people 
of both countries.

 z China said heritage protection, academic exchanges and language teaching 
would be among the priority areas.

Source The Hindu
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Norway to build wind farm
Why is it in 
news?

 z Norway would build a 288-megawatt Storheia wind park. wind park in an 
area used for reindeer grazing despite UN calls to suspend the project to 
study the impact on the indigenous herders’ livelihoods.

More in news  z It is part of Europe’s largest onshore wind power project being developed 
by the FosenVind consortium.

 z UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination asked Norway to 
suspend the project so that it could examine a complaint that the project 
would disturb reindeer herding, a traditional activity of the Sami people.

 z The sight and sound of the turbines in the park, to be built in an area on 
Norway’s northwest coast used as pastures during winter months, could 
frighten the animals. 

Source The Hindu

Canada – Saudi Arabia Deal
Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently, Canadian PM talked about cancelling 2014 weapons deal with 
Saudi Arabia.

What if deal 
cancels?

 z As evidence emerged of direct Saudi involvement in Khashoggi’s murder, 
Canada announced sanctions against 17 Saudi nationals linked to the killing.

 z $15 billion contract signed by former Canadian Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper to export light-armoured vehicles to Saudi Arabia.

 z Terminating the contract would have a significant negative impact on 
Canadian highly skilled employees, supply chain across Canada and the 
Canadian defence sector broadly.

Source Hindustan Times

Singapore plans an underground future
Why is it in 
news?

 z Singapore is preparing to unveil an Underground Master Plan in 2019. 

 z With the population estimated to grow to 6.9 million by 2030-the island 
nation is fast running out of space.

 z Singapore has been reclaiming land for decades, but that is increasingly 
unsustainable due to the rising sea levels and other impacts of climate 
change.

 z Singapore has already moved some infrastructure and utilities below ground, 
including train lines, retail, pedestrian walkways, a five-lane highway and 
air-conditioning cooling pipes. 

Source The Hindu

U.S. to pull-out troops from Syria 

International events
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Why is it in 
news?

 z The United States is considering a total withdrawal of U.S. forces from Syria as it 
nears the end of its campaign to retake all of the territory once held by Islamic 
State.

More in news  z The United States still has about 2,000 troops in Syria.
 z Many of them special operations forces working closely with an alliance of 

Kurdish and Arab militias known as the Syrian Democratic Forces, or SDF.
 z The partnership with the SDF over the past several years has led to the defeat 

of Islamic State in Syria but outraged NATO ally Turkey, which views Kurdish YPG 
forces in the alliance as an extension of a militant group fighting inside Turkey.

 z The deliberations on U.S. troops come as Ankara threatens a new offensive in 
Syria. 

 z To date, U.S. forces in Syria have been seen as a stabilizing factor in the country 
and have somewhat restrained Turkey's actions against the SDF.

 z A complete withdrawal of U.S. troops from Syria would still leave a sizeable U.S. 
military presence in the region, including about 5,200 troops across the border in Iraq.

Source The Hindu

China’s Pak. investments take a military turn

Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently, the Pakistani Air Force and Chinese officials were coordinate on a 
secret proposal to expand Pakistan’s building of Chinese military jets, weaponry 
and other hardware.

More in 
news

(1) Pakistan as strategic card for China- It gives Beijing a strategic card to play against 
India and the U.S. if tensions worsen to the point of naval blockades as the two powers 
increasingly confront each other at sea.

(2)  Gwadar port significance : 

 ¾ In 2015, under BRI, China took a Gwadar and supercharged the project with 
an estimated $800 million development plan that included a large SEZ for 
Chinese companies.

 ¾ Chinese-built seaport and special economic zone in the Pakistani town of 
Gwadar is rooted in trade, giving China a quicker route to get goods to the 
Arabian Sea. 

 ¾ Military analysts predict that China could use Gwadar to expand the naval 
footprint of its attack submarines, after agreeing in 2015 to sell eight 
submarines to Pakistan in a deal worth up to $6 billion.

(3) Beidou satellite navigation system-
 ¾ Pakistan is the only other country that has been granted access to the 

system’s military service, allowing more precise guidance for missiles, ships 
and aircraft. 

(4) Naval footprint : China could use the equipment it sells to the South Asian country to 
refuel its own submarines, extending its Navy’s global reach. 

Source The Hindu

U.S. turned blind eye to Pak.’s nuke programme in 1970s: documents 
Why is it in 
news?

 z According to latest declassified State Department documents, U.S. 
overlooked its secretive nuclear weapons programme in the late 1970s after 
Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping convinced Washington to support Islamabad
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more in news for the “stability” in South Asia.
 z Pakistani dictator General Zia-ul Haq and Chinese Vice-Premier Deng 

Xiaoping were successful in extracting this price from the U.S. in lieu of 
Islamabad’s support to America against the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan.

 z In addition to the U.S. turning a blind eye to Pakistan’s nuclear weapons 
programme, Deng also convinced the U.S. to start giving more military and 
financial aid to Pakistan, according to the U.S. Foreign Relations 1977-1980 
volume on Afghanistan.

 z Pro-Soviet India- The document indicates that both Zia and Deng successfully 
convinced the then Jimmy Carter administration that India under Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi would be pro-Soviet.

Source The Hindu

Katas Raj Dham
Why is it in 
news?

 z Under with people-oriented diplomacy Pakistan has issued a large number 
of visas for Indian pilgrims who are expected to visit the famed Shiva temple 
at Katas Raj Dham, near the city of Lahore.

 z Pakistan also formally inaugurated the project for building the corridor 
that will allow Sikh pilgrims to visit the holy temple at Kartarpur across the 
border.

Katas Raj Dham  z Katas Raj is a complex of ancient temples that is among the most important 
Hindu pilgrimage centres in Pakistan. 

 z The temple complex consisting of seven shrines, is located around the lake 
Katas.

 z It is considered sacred by pilgrims of multiple faiths. 
 z Apart from the ancient Hindu temples, the area is also renowned for its 

Buddhist remains and architecture.
Source The Hindu

Yellow vest movement
Why is it in 
news?

 z The “Yellow Vests” protests in Paris have been called the worst riots to hit 
the French capital since the turbulent 1960s.

Yellow vest 
movement

Meaning-
 ¾ The protest movement, known as “gilets jaunes” in French and “Yellow 

Vests” or “Yellow Jackets” in English.
 ¾ It takes its name from the high visibility vests typically worn by construction 

workers operating near traffic.
 ¾  French drivers are required to keep the vests in their cars in case of 

emergency, and they’ve been worn by protesters seeking to draw 
attention to their demonstrations.

Why protesting-
 ¾ They are a popular movement of no clear political view or ideology.
 ¾ Their apparent ignition point was a rise in fuel taxes, engineered by the 

government of President Emmanuel Macron.
 ¾ The plan was to wean France off fossil fuels by making them more 

expensive, and to encourage the use of renewable sources.
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 ¾ Protest against an environmentally motivated raise in gas taxes. 
 ¾ Since then, people have joined the movement over economic struggles 

faced by middle- and working-class French people under President 
Emmanuel Macron.

Organisation and reach of movement-
 ¾ The protests are chiefly organized using social media rather than being 

led by any formal, organized parties, unions, or other groups. 
 ¾ Protesters reportedly come from all over the political spectrum and from 

across France, including many suburbanites and rural dwellers fed up 
with rising prices and stagnant wages. 

 ¾ The ad hoc structure has made negotiating with protest leaders a 
challenge for government officials.

 ¾ The protests are supported by 72% of the French population, according 
to a Harris Interactive poll.

Source The Hindu, fastcompany

Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF Treaty)
Why is it in 
news?

 z Vladimir Putin threatened to develop nuclear missiles banned under a treaty 
with the U.S. after Washington gave Moscow a deadline to comply with the 
key arms control agreement.

INF Treaty  z Intermediate Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty concluded in 1987 by 
Presidents Ronald Reagan and Mikhail Gorbachev.

 z INF treaty was a bilateral agreement between Washington and Moscow.
 z It hailed as one of the most important arms control agreements between 

Washington and Moscow. 
 z Implications on India : 

 ¾ Coin having both sides- Proposed US withdrawal from the three-
decade-old disarmament pact with Russia presents both a challenge and 
opportunity for India.

 z Implications on Indian security  :
(1) Especially on the military balance with China,
(2) Its traditional defence cooperation with Russia and 
(3) The new possibilities for high-technology cooperation with the US, Europe and 

Japan.

 z Implications on world : 
 ¾ Increase in deployment of missiles- 

(1) United States could deploy to Europe or Asia in the near term.
(2) Russia is in more able position to develop and deploy missiles as it has 

developed some missiles beforehand which are in violation of INF treaty.  
 z Split in alliance- 

(1) Withdrawal is likely to be controversial with U.S. allies in NATO.
(2) It may further result in splitting the alliance.
(3) Many Western European NATO states favor retaining the INF, in conjunction 

with previous U.S. policy designed to push Moscow back into compliance. 
(4) This raise concerns that divisions within NATO may worsen when the United 

States officially withdraws from the INF.

Source The Hindu, New York times
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U.S., China put hold off fresh tariffs for 90 days 
Why is it in new?  z China and the United States agreed to halt additional tariffs to bridge their 

differences with fresh talks aimed at reaching an agreement within 90 days.
More in news  z Beijing for its part agreed to buy an unspecified but “very substantial” 

amount of agricultural, energy, industrial and other products from the U.S.
 z New trade talks : 

(1) The two sides will also launch new trade talks to address issues including 
technology transfer, intellectual property, non-tariff barriers, and agriculture, it 
said.

(2) If no deal is reached within 90 days, both parties agreed that the 10% tariffs will 
be raised to 25%.

 z Cooperation over friction- Facts show that joint interests between China 
and the United States are greater than the disputes, and the need for 
cooperation is greater than frictions.

 z Effect on Consumers/Citizens-
(1) U.S. companies and consumers are bearing part of the cost of the U.S. tariffs on 

China by paying higher prices for goods, and many companies have increased 
prices of imported goods.

(2) At the same time, U.S. farmers have been hurt by reduced Chinese imports of 
soybeans and other products.

Source The Hindu

Conference of the Parties (COP)-24
Why is it in 
news?

 z COP24, the two-week 24th conference of the parties of the United Nations 
Climate Change Convention (UNFCCC), being held in Katowice, Poland.

COP-24 This issue has been holistically covered in contemporary issues. 
Source The Hindu, cop24.gov
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International Organisations
Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)

Why is it in 
news?

 z The Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) tentatively 
agreed an oil-output cut but was waiting to hear from non-OPEC heavyweight 
Russia before deciding the exact volumes for a production reduction aimed 
at propping up crude prices.

 z Decision took place in 175th OPEC Conference of Organisation of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) in Vienna, Austria on December 6, 
2018.  

More in news  z Oil prices have crashed as Saudi Arabia, Russia and the United Arab Emirates 
raised output since June 2018 after Mr. Trump called for higher production 
to offset lower exports from Iran, OPEC's third-largest producer.

 z Russia, Saudi Arabia and the United States have been vying for the position 
of top crude producer in recent years. 

 z The United States is not part of any output-limiting initiative due to its anti-
trust legislation and fragmented oil industry.

OPEC  z Mission :
(1) To coordinate and unify the petroleum policies of its Member Countries and 

ensure the stabilization of oil markets in order to secure an efficient, economic 
and regular supply of petroleum to consumers.

 z Secretariat- Vienna
 z Member countries- 

(1) The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) was founded in 
Baghdad, Iraq.

(2) Founder Members of the Organization- Five countries namely Islamic Republic 
of Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Venezuela. 

(3) These countries were later joined by Qatar (1961), Indonesia (1962), Libya 
(1962), the United Arab Emirates (1967), Algeria (1969), Nigeria (1971), Ecuador 
(1973), Gabon (1975), Angola (2007), Equatorial Guinea (2017) and Congo 
(2018).

(4) Currently, the Organization has a total of 15 Member Countries.

Source The Hindu, OPEC
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Indonesia tsunami
Why is it in 
news?

 z The death toll from a volcano-triggered tsunami in Indonesia has risen to 
373, with more than 1,400 people injured that hit southern Sumatra and 
western Java.

More in news  z Tsunami struck almost without warning along the rim of the Sunda Strait.
 z More than 3,000 coastal residents were forced to evacuate to higher ground, 

with a high-tide warning in place.
 z The vast archipelago sits on the Pacific “Ring of Fire” has suffered its worst 

annual death toll from disasters in more than a decade.
 z Earthquakes flattened parts of the tourist island of Lombok in July and 

August, and a double quake-and-tsunami killed more than 2,000 people on 
Sulawesi island in September.

 z The tsunami was caused by an undersea landslide resulting from volcanic 
activity on Anak Krakatau and was exacerbated by abnormally high tides 
because of the full moon.

 z Instability of the slope of an active volcano can create a rock slide that 
moves a large volume of water, creating local tsunami waves that can be 
very powerful. 

 z Anak Krakatau, which means child of Krakatau, is the island that emerged 
from the area once occupied by Krakatau, which was destroyed in 1883. 

 z It first appeared in 1927 and has been growing ever since.
Source The Hindu

 

International events
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Central guidelines for crèches at workplaces
Why is it in the 
news?

•	 The Centre has prepared guidelines for setting up of crèches at workplaces.
•	 The guidelines prescribe trained personnel to man the facility as well as 

infrastructure requirements and safety norms.
More in the news  

Provisions of 
Maternity Benefit 
Amendment Act, 
2017
 

 z Maternity benefit amendment act enhanced paid maternity leave from a 
period of 12 weeks to 26 weeks. 

 z Providing crèche (day care) facilities is now mandatory for employers with 
more than 50 employees.

 z Paid maternity leave has been doubled for women working at companies 
with at least 10 employees.

 z India is now ahead of most developed countries, including Australia, France, 
Japan and the U.S.

Source The Hindu.

 Implementation issue with Disabilities Act
Why is it in the 
news?

 z The report of a study conducted by the Disability Rights India Foundation 
(DRIF) on the implementation of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
(RPWD) Act is released.

 z The study is conducted in collaboration with the National Centre for 
Promotion of Employment for Disabled People (NCPEDP) and National 
Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (NCRPD). 

    Social Issues4
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More about the 
news

 z Findings of the report:
 z More than half of the states have not notified the State rules, despite a 

significant lapse of time.
 z Andaman and Nicobar Islands along with Jammu and Kashmir ranked the 

lowest.

Source The Hindu.

 Extension of Ujjwala LPG Scheme to All Poor
Why is it in the 
news?

 z The government has extended Ujjwala Yojana of providing free cooking gas 
(LPG) connections to all poor households.

 z The scheme, launched in 2016, originally targeted giving LPG connections to 
women members of below the poverty line or BPL households.

More about the 
news

 z Previously the connections were given based on the 2011 Socio-Economic 
Caste Census (SECC).

 z The list was later expanded to include providing free cooking gas connection 
to all SC/ST households, forest dwellers, most backward classes, inhabitants 
of islands, nomadic tribes, tea estates and beneficiaries of Pradhan Mantri 
Awas Yojana and Antyodaya Yojana. 

 z Now, it has been extended to all poor.
Pradhan Mantri 
Ujjwala Yojana

 z Under the PM Ujjwala Yojana, initially the government aims to provide LPG 
connections to BPL households in the country (now all poor).

 z The scheme is aimed at replacing the unclean cooking fuels mostly used in 
the rural India with the clean and more efficient LPG (Liquefied Petroleum 
Gas).

 z The scheme will be implemented by the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural 
Gas.  

Source The Hindu.

Draft Child protection policy
Why is it in 
news?

 z The Ministry of Women and Child Development has placed the draft policy 
on its website and invited comments from stakeholders until January 4.

 z This will be the first policy dedicated to the protection of children, an area 
that until now was only a part of the broader National Child Policy, 2013. 
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SC judgement  z The Supreme Court had earlier following the cases of sexual abuse girls in 
a shelter home had asked Centre to consider framing a national policy on 
protection of children.

About Policy  z All organisations must have a code of conduct based on “zero tolerance of 
child abuse and exploitation”.

 z Declaration signed by them agreeing to ensure the safety ofchildren.
 z Will apply to “all institutions, and organisations (including corporate and 

media houses), government or private sector”.
 z Organisations to lay down that employees don’t use language or behaviour 

that is “inappropriate, harassing, abusive, sexually provocative, demeaning 
or culturally inappropriate”.

 z Institutions should also designate a staff member to ensure that procedures 
are in place to ensure the protection of children as well as to report any 
abuse.

 z Individual, who suspects physical, sexual or emotional abuse, must report it 
to the helpline number 1098, police or a child welfare committee.

 z Unlike the National Child Policy, 2013, the latest document doesn’t talk 
about children who may need additional special protection measures: 
including those affected by migration, communal or sectarian violence, 
children forced into begging or in conflict with the law, and those infected 
with HIV/AIDS. It also doesn’t talk about the role of the state for ensuring 
the protection of child rights or addressing local grievances.

Source The Hindu

 Literacy and working women
Why is it in the 
news?

 z As per the study published by the Indian Council for Research on 
International Economic Relations (ICRIER), there isrise in literacy levels 
among women but it failed to translate into an increase in the number of 
working women. 

More in the news (1) More findings of the study:
 ¾ There is a rise in the percentage of women out of labour force between 

2011-2012 and 2015-2016 across all levels of education and age-cohorts.
 ¾ The age cohort 30 years and above shows that the percentage of women 

with graduate degrees and above who are not in the labour force has 
increased from 62.7% to 65.2%. 

 ¾ The percentage of illiterate women out of the labour force too increased 
from 67.6% to 70.1%.

 ¾ The author says that this is an indicator that despite one’s educational 
attainment there has been a decline in the incentive for women to 
participate in the labour force.

 ¾ only 32.5% of currently married women, at 50.5% of the total population, 
were in the workforce.

 (2) Factors:
 ¾ The role education plays in marriage markets.
 ¾ Social norms.
 ¾ Poor condition for educated women.
 ¾ Poor quality of education.
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  (3) Behavioural changes
 ¾ The research study recommends that government policies should focus 

on behavioural changes that make female employment more acceptable 
in the society.

 ¾ It also recommends communication programmes on gender equality in 
secondary education to help students imbibe equitable gender norms as 
well as programmes that acknowledge child care as the responsibility of 
both parents.

Source The Hindu.

 Amendments to the POCSO Act
Why is it in the 
news?

 z The government approved amendments to the Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, to bring punishments for sexual assaults 
on boys on a par with those against girls.  

More in the news  z The Union Cabinet approved changes to Section 6 of the POCSO Act, which 
deals with punishments for aggravated penetrative sexual assault.

 z The new change enhances the punishment of 10 years to life imprisonment 
and 20 years to imprisonment for remainder of a person’s natural life or 
with death.

 z This category of offence includes assault on a child under the age of 12 
years, gang rape, assault on a mentally or physically challenged child or one 
that is committed by a relative or a custodian of a child.

Key provisions of 
POCSO Act 2012

 z The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act 2012 defines a child as 
any person below the age of 18 years.

 z Offences included are sexual assault, sexual harassment and pornography.
 z The Act incorporates child friendly procedures for reporting, recording of 

evidence, investigation and trial of offences.
 z Recently Supreme Court directed that names and identities of victims of rape 

and sexual assault should not be disclosed or revealed even in remote manner.
Source The Hindu.

 Ujjwala sanitary napkin initiative
Why is it in the 
news?

 z The Ujjwala Sanitary Napkins initiative by three oil marketing companies – 
IOCL, BPCL and HPCL – was launched by Union Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Minister.

More in the news  z The Central scheme will be a counter to the Odisha government’s Khushi 
scheme, in which sanitary napkins are provided free of cost to female 
students of government and government-aided schools in the state.

 z In the first phase of the Ujjwala Sanitary Napkin initiative, around 100 local 
manufacturing units will be set up by oil marketing companies at Common 
Service Centres (CSCs) across 93 blocks in all 30 districts of Odisha. 

 z The Ujjwala pads will be made of biodegradable material and will leave 
minimal carbon footprint.

 z Each manufacturing unit will employ five or six Ujjwala beneficiaries with an 
aim to provide employment to nearly 600 women across all districts. 

Source Indian Express.
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Fall in Forex reserves
Why is it in the 
news?

 z As per the RBI report on foreign exchange management, the adequacy of 
foreign exchange reserves, as measured by import cover, declined to 10.1 
months as on June 2018.

More about the 
App

 z India’s foreign exchange reserves declined by $ 24.02 billion to $ 400.525 
billion during the April to September period this year. 

 z The fall has been mainly due to capital outflows and the RBI move to stabilise 
the weakening rupee through dollar sales.

 z Also, the RBI’s investment in overseas securities declined by $ 23 billion to 
$ 239.37 billion.

Foreign exchange 
reserves and 
mport Cover

(1) Foreign exchange reserves: 
 ¾ India’s foreign exchange reserves comprises of:

    (i) Foreign currency assets (FCA)
    (ii) Gold,
    (iii) Special Drawing Rights (SDRs) and
    (iv) Reserve tranche position (RTP) in the International Monetary Fund.

(2) Import Cover:
 ¾ Import cover is a measure of the number of months of imports that can 

be covered with foreign exchange reserves available with the central 
bank of the country.

 ¾ It is an important indicator of the stability of a currency.
 ¾ Eight to ten months of import cover is essential for the stability of a 

currency.
Source The Hindu.

RBI to inject money to ease liquidity
Why is it in the 
news ?

 z The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) would inject Rs 10,000 crore into the system 
through the purchase of government securities on December 6 to increase 
liquidity. 

 z The purchase will be made through open market operations (OMOs).
More in the news  z This will be done in electronic format on the RBI Core Banking Solution 

(E-Kuber).  
Why Open 
market 
operation?

 z Open Market Operation (OMO) is a tool during the liquidity crisis.
 z OMO refer to the buying and selling of government securities in the open 

market in order to expand or contract the amount of money in the banking 
system. 

 z OMO is a major monetary policy instrument of the RBI. 
Source Indian Express.

 Monetary policy review: Policy rates unchanged

Economics5
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Why is it in the 
news ?

 z The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) kept key policy rates unchanged at 6.5% as 
inflation eased significantly.

 z  It maintained the ‘calibrated tightening’ stance though it reduced the 
inflation projection sharply.

More in the news  z The central bank, while unveiling the bi-monthly monetary policy, cut its 
inflation projection to 2.7-3.2% by March 2018 from its earlier view of 3.9-4.5%. 

 z The sharp fall in inflation comes on the back of 30% decline in crude oil 
prices in November compared with October. 

 z However, RBI also forecast inflation picking up again to 3.8-4.2% in the first 
half of fiscal 2019-20, with risks tilted to the upside.

 z RBI also slashed the statutory liquidity ratio-mandatory investment in 
government bonds-to 18% of total deposits over the next six quarters.

 z Also, RBI retained the GDP growth to 7.4% for the year 2018-19 even as the 
government last week announced that the growth slowed down to 7.1%.

Concepts  z Repo rate is the rate at which the central bank (RBI) lends money to 
commercial banks in the event of any shortfall of funds. 

 z Repo rate is used by monetary authorities to control inflation.
 z In the event of inflation, central banks increase repo rate as this acts as a 

disincentive for banks to borrow from the central bank.
 z Repo and reverse repo rates form a part of the liquidity adjustment facility.
 z Statutory Liquidity Ratio:
 z It is a monetary policy instrument of the RBI. 
 z Under SLR, commercial banks have to keep a certain proportion of the 

demand and time deposits as liquid assets in their own vault. 
 z Liquid asset means assets in the form of cash, gold and approved securities 

(government securities).
 z It stands 18% now, from 19.5% earlier.

Source Indian Express.

 RBI Board Meet
Why is it in the 
news?

 z The central board meeting was held on 14th December had decided to 
further examine the governance framework of the central bank.

 z It was the first board meeting under new RBI governor Shaktikanta Das.
More in the news

 z The board reviewed various issues, such as Current economic situation, 
Global and domestic challenges, Matters relating to liquidity and credit 
delivery to the economy, and Issues relating to currency management and 
financial literacy.
(1) 1.RBI reserves: The issue of transfer of RBI reserves, which stood at Rs.9.43 

lakh crore as of June 2018, to the government has been one of the contentious 
issues between the government and the central bank for a long time.

(2) Prompt corrective action (PCA):

Contentious issues:
 z At the last board meeting, the RBI board had also decided to refer the issue 

of relaxing the prompt corrective action (PCA) framework—under which are 
11 of the 21 public sector banks—to the board of financial supervision of 
the central bank.
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RBI Board  z The board deliberated on the governance framework of the Reserve Bank 
and it was decided that the matter required further examination.

 z The Central Board of Directors is at the top of the Reserve Bank’s 
organizational structure. 

 z The board is appointed by the Government of India in keeping with the 
Reserve Bank of India Act.

Constitution:
 z Official Directors
 z Full-time: Governor and not more than four Deputy Governors
 z Non-Official Directors
 z Nominated by Government: ten Directors from various fields and two 

government Official
 z Others: four Directors - one each from four local boards.

Source The Hindu, LiveMint.

 RBI fixes limit for External Commercial Borrowings
Why is it in the 
news ?

 z The Central bank has decided to fix a rule-based dynamic limit for outstanding 
stock of external commercial borrowings (ECBs) at 6.5% of GDP at current 
market prices. 

More in the news  z On November 6, 2018, the RBI reduced the minimum average maturity 
requirement for ECBs in the infrastructure space to three years from earlier 
five years. 

 z Additionally, the average maturity requirement for mandatory hedging has 
been reduced to five years from earlier ten years. 

 z These rules are applicable to eligible borrowers raising foreign currency 
denominated ECBs under Track I.

 z The new rules will make it slightly cheaper for Indian companies and banks 
to tap the debt markets overseas. 

External 
Commercial 
Borrowings

 z External Commercial Borrowings is basically a loan availed by an Indian 
entity from a nonresident lender. 

 z Most of these loans are provided by foreign commercial banks and other 
institutions. 

 z The significance of ECBs is their size in India’s balance of payment account. 
 z In the post reform period, ECBs have emerged a major form of foreign 

capital like FDI and FII.
Source Indian Express.

RBI's annual report on Banking
Why is it in the 
news?

 z The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) released its annual ‘Trends and Progress of 
Banking in 2017-18’ report.

 z The report pointed out to the revival in credit growth in the first half of 
current financial year and overall improvement in the health of the banks is 
on the cards.

More in the news Findings of the report:
 z The stressed assets of banks had begun to stabilise, albeit at elevated levels.
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•	 The total amount recovered spurted to Rs 528,000 crore as of March 2018 as 
against Rs 38,500 crore in the same period of last year.

•	 The credit to industry, which constitutes the major share in the aggregate has 
picked up steam after depressed conditions in the previous year.

•	 The balance sheet expansion of commercial banks between 2012-13 and 2017-
18 had been slow due to an increase in stressed assets.

•	 However, during the first half of the FY19 ‘growth returned to the balance sheet 
bolstered by recovery in loan books. 

Source The Hindu.
 

  



 Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs December - 2018  (Study Material)   115

The Unique Academy

Norms for payment apps
Why is it in the 
news?

 z The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) has 
proposed that RBI come up with regulations to oversee collection, usage 
and sharing of data by payment service providers.

 z Government is already in the process to expedite discussions on the draft 
Personal Data Protection Bill.

More in the news  z The MeitY proposal follows concerns raised by the National Cyber Security 
Coordinator (NCSC) over collection and storage of “sensitive personal data”.

 z The data is collected and stored by the payment service providers via 
applications such as Google Tez, WhatsApp and Paytm.

 z NCSC pointed out that there was no agreement between the National 
Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), the banks and the applications that 
provided payment services. 

 z As of now, much of cross-border data transfer is governed by individual 
bilateral “mutual legal assistance treaties” (MLATs).

Source The Hindu.

 Centre likely to get interim dividend from RBI
Why is it in the 
news?

 z The government is hopeful to meet its dividend collection target from 
financial institutions and the RBI for the current financial year 2018-19. 

 z The Ministry of Finance is expected to seek interim dividend from the central 
bank by March-end 2019.

More in the news  z Under the RBI Act, 1934, the central bank is required to pay the government 
its surplus.

 z RBI pay the surplus after making provisions for bad and doubtful debts, 
depreciation in assets and, contribution to staff and superannuation fund 
among others.

Source Indian Express.

 NITI Aayog Vision Document 
Why is it in the 
news?

•	 The policy think tank NITI Aayog has suggested several economic reforms in its 
vision document with an aim to accelerate growth. 

More in the news Highlights of the Vision Document ‘Strategy for New India @75:
(1) Growth:

(a)  A growth rate of 9% by 2022 is essential to generate enough jobs and achieve 
universal prosperity,

(b) Towards this the document recommends a number of steps, including increasing 
the investment rate, reforming agriculture, and codifying labor laws.

(c) These reforms are suggested with an aim to accelerate growth and boost the 
size of India’s economy to $4 trillion in the next five years.

Government Policies and Taxation
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(2) Tax-GDP Ratio:
(a) India should aim to increase its tax-GDP ratio to at least 22% of GDP by 2022-

23.
(b) India’s tax-GDP ratio of around 17% is half the average of OECD countries (35%) 

and is low even when compared to other emerging economies like Brazil (34%), 
South Africa (27%) and China (22%).

(c) It said there is need ease the tax compliance burden and eliminate direct 
interface between taxpayers and tax officials using technology.

(3) Infrastructure : 
(a) Freight transported by coastal shipping and inland waterways will be doubled 

by 2022-23.
(b) Initially, viability gap funding will be provided until the infrastructure is fully 

developed.
(c) An IT-enabled platform would be developed for integrating different modes of 

transport and promoting multi-modal and digitised mobility.
(d) By the end of 2019 all 2.5 lakh gram panchayats will be digitally connected, in 

order to enhance rural connectivity and access to government programmes.

(4) Investment :
(a) NITI Aayog has suggested that the investment rate be boosted from 29% of GDP 

in FY18 to 36% by FY23.
(b) Doubling goods and services exports to $800 billion by FY23 from $478 billion 

in FY18, improving the business environment and working with states to relax 
land and labour rules.

Source The Hindu, LiveMint.

 NITI Aayog Releases SDG India Index
Why is it in the 
news?

 z The report comprehensively documents the progress made by India’s States 
and Union Territories towards implementing the 2030 SDG targets.

More in the news  z Context:
 ¾ NITI Aayog has the twin mandate to oversee the implementation of 

SDGs in the country, and also promote Competitive and Cooperative 
Federalism among States and UTs. 

 ¾ The SDG India Index acts as a bridge between these mandates, aligning 
the SDGs with the Prime Minister’s clarion call of SabkaSaath, Sabka 
Vikas, which embodies the five Ps of the global SDG movement – people, 
planet, prosperity, partnership and peace.  

 z About the Index:
 ¾ The SDG India Index is developed by NITI Aayog in collaboration with the 

Ministry of Statistics &Programme Implementation (MoSPI).
 ¾ The SDG India Index tracks progress of all States and UTs on 62 Priority 

Indicators selected by NITI Aayog.
 ¾ The Index spans 13 out of 17 SDGs.
 ¾ A composite score was computed between the range of 0-100 for each 

State and UT based on their aggregate performance across 13 SDGs.
 ¾ If a State/UT achieves a score of 100, it signifies that it has achieved the 

2030 national targets. 
 z Classification Criteria based on SDG India Index Score is as follows:
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 ¾ Aspirant: 0-49
 ¾ Performer: 50-64
 ¾ Front Runner: 65-99
 ¾ Achiever: 100

State's 
performance:

 z Himachal Pradesh ranks high on providing clean water & sanitation, in 
reducing inequalities & preserving mountain ecosystem

 z Kerala’s top rank is attributed to its superior performance in providing good 
health, reducing hunger, achieving gender equality & providing quality 
education

 z Chandigarh leads because of its exemplary performance in providing clean 
water & sanitation, affordable & clean energy, generating decent work & 
economic growth, & providing quality education.

Source PIB.

 India needs to open up dredging market: NITI
Why is it in the 
news?

•	 The government think tank NITI Aayog has said that India needs to open up its 
dredging market to boost trade by its major ports.

More in the news •	 Dredging refers to deepening port channels to allow larger ships to call for 
carrying cargo.

•	 More competition, mainly from global players, in dredging activities would help 
increase and maintain draft depth at ports and attract large vessels, enabling 
them to become hub ports.

•	 At present, the Dredging Corporation of India and a limited set of private 
vendors serve the Indian dredging market, limiting competition.

•	 India has 12 major ports which handle approximately 61 per cent of the 
country's total cargo traffic. 

Source The Hindu.

 Centre tightens selling norms for e-commerce firms
Why is it in the 
news?

 z The Ministry of Commerce and Industry said e-commerce companies would 
be barred from selling products sourced from firms in which they have stake 
in or control over.

Concept  z There are two important types of e-commerce model: 
(1) Marketplace based model of e-commerce means providing an information 

technology platform by an e-commerce entity on a digital & electronic network 
to act as a facilitator between the buyer and seller.

 Currently 100% FDI is allowed under this model.
(2) Inventory based model of e-commerce means an e-commerce activity where 

inventory of goods and services is owned by e-commerce entity and is sold 
to the consumers directly.

 Currently India does not allow FDI under this model.

More in the news  z As per new norms, e-commerce entity providing a marketplace will not 
exercise ownership or control over goods purported to be sold.

 z Such an ownership or control over the inventory will render the business 
into inventory-based model. 
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 z Inventory of a vendor will be deemed to be controlled by e-commerce 
marketplace entity if more than 25% of purchases of such vendor are from 
the marketplace entity or its group companies.

 z The decision to introduce the new norms follows complaints by small 
traders, who contend that deep discounts offered by the likes of Amazon 
and Flipkart are driving them out of business. 

Source The Hindu, LiveMint
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Miscellaneous
Fiscal deficit exceeds full -year target

Why is it in the 
news?

 z As per the official data released, the government’s fiscal deficit for April-
October period stood at Rs 6.48 lakh crore, or 103.9% of the full-year target 
of Rs 6.24 lakh crore.

 z The fiscal deficit in the first seven months of the financial year exceeded the 
budgeted target for the entire year.

More in the news  z The fiscal deficit, which is the gap between expenditure and revenue, was at 
96.1% of the Budget Estimates (BE) during the same period last year.

 z While expenditure continues to grow, total receipts in October 2018 shrank 
from October 2017.

 z Analysts expect that the government will breach its fiscal deficit target of 3.3 
per cent of GDP by March-end 2019. 

 z However, the Finance Ministry has so far maintained that it is confident of 
meeting the fiscal deficit target. 

Source The Hindu.

 G20 Summit: India urged to act on fugitive offenders
Why is it in the 
news?

 z India has called for a strong and active cooperation across G-20 countries to 
deal with fugitive economic offenders and facilitate asset recovery.

 z India presented a nine-point agenda to G20 member nations.
More in the news  z The agenda was presented by Prime Minister in the second session of the 

G20 Summit on international trade, international financial and tax systems.
 z India called for joint efforts by G-20 countries to form a mechanism that 

denies entry and safe havens to fugitive economic offenders.
 z India suggested the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) should be called upon 

to assign priority and focus to establishing international cooperation.
 z India asked for the cooperation that leads to timely and comprehensive 

exchange of information between the competent authorities and financial 
intelligence units.

 z India also advocated setting up of a common platform for sharing experiences 
and best practices including successful cases of extradition, gaps in existing 
systems of extradition and legal assistance, etc.

Source The Hindu.

No local currency trade with India: China
Why is it in the 
news?

 z China rejected India's proposal to carry out bilateral trade in local currencies 
which was aimed at bridging the ballooning trade deficit. 

More in the news  z The trade deficit between two countries stood at $63 billion. It was $51.11 
billion in 2016-17.
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 z The issue of trade in local currencies was discussed in an inter-ministerial 
meeting in October. 

 z India has also proposed trade in national currencies with some other 
countries with whom India has trade deficit. They are: Russia, Iran and 
Venezuela.

Source The Hindu.

Rupee gains as crude oil falls over 7%
Why is it in the 
news?

 z The Indian rupee and bond prices extended gains after crude oil 
prices slumped to a near 16-month low.

 z Also, after another open market operation (OMO) announced by the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI to purchase OMO worth Rs.50,000 crore). 

 z The rupee opened at 70.08, rising for the third consecutive session.
More in the news  z Crude oil prices fell over 7% to hit a low last seen on August 2017 amid 

concern over a supply glut and pessimism on demand due to the trade war 
and slowing global economic growth. 

 z Year to date, oil prices are down 15.3%. 
 z They are currently down 34.5% from their 2018 peak of $ 86.29 per barrel 

seen on 3 October.
 z The announcement from RBI for further purchases of government securities 

for total amount of Rs 50,000 crore also improved sentiment.
 z Continued buying interest from foreign investors in both equity and debt 

also helped the local currency. 
 z In November, FII bought a combined of $1.76 billion and so far December 

they bought $677 million in equity and debt.
What Experts say?

 z Lower oil is a clear positive for the Indian economy, even though the 
domestic fuel tax structure only allows partial pass-through of the sharp 
correction in international benchmarks.

 z For India’s external balances, lower oil prices imply some reprieve on the 
FY19 current account and balance of payments position.

Source LiveMint.

 States Startup Ranking 2018 

Why is it in the 
news?

 z The Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP) announced 
results of the first ever States’ Start-up Ranking 2018.

 z DIPP began this exercise from January, 2016.
More in the news  z The key objective of the exercise was to encourage States and Union 

Territories to take proactive steps towards strengthening the Start-up 
ecosystems in their states. 

 z The entire exercise is conducted for capacity development and to further 
the spirit of cooperative federalism. 

 z States have been identified as leaders across various categories such as Start-
up policy leaders, incubation hubs, seeding innovation, scaling innovation, 
regulatory change champions, procurement leaders, communication 
champions, North-Eastern leader, and hill state leader.



 Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs December - 2018  (Study Material)   121

The Unique Academy

 z On the basis of performance in these categories, the States have been 
recognized as the Best Performer, Top Performers, Leaders, Aspiring Leaders, 
Emerging States and Beginners, as follows:

 z Gujarat is a best performer whereas Karnataka, Kerala, Odisha, and 
Rajasthan are Top Performers.

 z Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, and Telangana are 
Leaders

 z Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh, and West Bengal are 
Aspiring Leaders.

 z Emerging States:Assam, Delhi, Goa, Jammu & Kashmir, Maharashtra, 
Punjab, Tamil Nadu, and Uttarakhand

 z Beginners: Chandigarh, Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland, Puducherry, Sikkim, 
and Tripura. 

Source PIB.

 Foreign fund outflows highest since 2008
Why is it in the 
news?

 z 2018 would also be only the third year in the last decade when foreign 
portfolio investors (FPIs) would end a calendar year as net sellers of Indian 
shares.

More in the news  z Causes of outflow:
 ¾ Weakness in the rupee.
 ¾ Volatility of the stock markets that saw the benchmark Sensex.
 ¾ Heightened volatility globally due to the concerns related to the trade 

war between U.S. and China that made investors stay away from the 
emerging market pack, including India.

 z Domestic support:
 ¾ The potential losses this year have been largely mitigated due to the 

strong buying support, especially in index constituents, from domestic 
institutional investors such as mutual funds and the Life Insurance 
Corporation (LIC).

 ¾ Strong buying by domestic investors also helped the Indian stock markets 
overtake Germany for the first time ever in terms of market capitalization. 

Concept  z Foreign Portfolio Investment (FPI) is investment by non-residents in Indian 
securities including shares, government bonds, corporate bonds, convertible 
securities, infrastructure securities etc. 

 z The class of investors who make investment in these securities are known as 
Foreign Portfolio Investors.

 z Any equity investment by non-residents which is less than or equal to 
10% of capital in a company is portfolio investment. While above this the 
investment will be counted as Foreign Direct Investment (FDI).

 z NRIs doesn’t comes under FPI.
 z Foreign Portfolio Investors includes investment groups of Foreign 

Institutional Investors (FIIs), Qualified Foreign Investors (QFIs) and 
subaccounts etc. 

 z FII is an institution like a mutual fund, insurance company, pension fund etc.
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 z FII is an institution who is registered under the Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (Foreign Institutional Investors) Regulations, 1995.

 z QFI is an individual, group or association which is a resident in a foreign 
country. 

 z The QFI should compliant with the Financial Action Task Force standard 
and should be a signatory to the International Organisation of Securities 
Commission.

Source The Hindu.

Robust GDP growth to continue: CII
Why is it in the 
news?

 z According to the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), India is expected to 
witness strong economic growth in 2019. 

More in the news  z Other findings of CII:
 ¾ Despite the vulnerabilities arising out of rising oil prices, trade wars and 

US monetary tightening, India outshined as the world’s fastest growing 
major economy.

 ¾ The chamber outlined that credit availability has been a challenge, 
particularly for the micro, small and medium enterprises, as credit flow 
to industry grew by a mere 2.3% in first half of the current financial year.

 ¾ On agriculture reforms, CII suggested that it is important to persuade 
states to implement the Agriculture Produce and Livestock Marketing 
Model Act to strengthen agriculture produce marketing.

 
Source The Hindu.
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GSAT-11
Why is it in 
news?

 z 5.8-tonne GSAT-11 ready for launch finally set for the launch from French 
Guiana by Europe's Ariane-5 rocket.

GSAT-11

 z GSAT-11 is an advanced communication satellite.
 z Purpose-

 ¾ To provide the Indian region superior communication and 12 GBPS 
connectivity with its multiple spot beams in Ka and Ku bands.

 ¾ High bandwidth connectivity - GSAT-11 carries 40 transponders in the 
Ku-band and the Ka-band frequencies. 

 z Arianespace, ISRO’s long-time European launch services contractor, has 
paired GSAT-11 with South Korea’s weather satellite GEO-Kompsat 2A.

 z Already up in space are two HTSs — GSAT-29 (November 14) and GSAT-19 
(June 2017) — while one more is due to join them in the near future. 

 z They are all to provide high-speed Internet data services at the rate of 100 
Gbps (Gigabits per second) to Indian users.

 z The HTSs will also be the backbone of pan-India digital or easy Internet-
based programmes and services — such as Digital India, BharathNet for 
rural e-governance, and commercial and public sector VSAT Net service 
providers.

Source The Hindu

Soyuz: first manned mission to ISS since October failure 
Why is it in 
news?

•	 A Soyuz rocket carrying Russian, American and Canadian astronauts took 
off from Kazakhstan and reached orbit, in the first manned mission since a 
failed launch in October.

Science and Technology6
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More in news  z It was the first manned launch for the Soviet-era Soyuz since October 11, 
when a rocket carrying Russia’s Aleksey Ovchinin and U.S. astronaut Nick 
Hague failed just minutes after blast-off.

 z Astronauts escaped unharmed but the failed launch — the first such 
incident in Russia’s post-Soviet history — raised concerns about the state 
of the Soyuz programme.

 z The Soyuz is the only means of reaching the ISS since the U.S. retired the 
space shuttle in 2011.

 z The accident highlighted the “smart design of the Soyuz and the incredible 
work that the search and rescue people here on the ground are ready to 
do every launch.

 z Russia-US cooperation in space has remained one of the few areas not 
affected by a crisis in ties between the former Cold War enemies.

Source The Hindu

Dendritic cells
Why is it in new?  z Sci en tists in Swe den claim to have suc cess fully re pro grammed mouse and 

hu man skin cells into im mune cells called den dritic cells. 
 z The process is “quick and eff ec tive”, and al lows di rect re pro gram ming for 

in duc ing im mu nity. 
 z The find ing opens up the pos si bil ity of de vel op ing novel den dritic cell-based 

im munother a pies against can cer.
Dendritic cells  z Dendritic cells (DCs) are the most potent professional antigen-presenting 

cells (APCs) in vivo, capable of both tolerance induction and the initiation of 
primary T-cell responses. 

 z A number of DC subsets have been described in both men and mice with 
unique functional attributes ascribed to a few. 

 z Func tion- Im mune sys tem’s sen tinels. 
 z Task : 

(1) cells, and to de vour them. 
(2) Break down the par ti cles into smaller pieces, known as anti gens, and present 

them on the sur face to the im mune sys tem’s killer cells (T-cells). 
(3) In this way, the killer cells learn which in fec tious agents and can cer cells they 

are to search for and kill. 
 z To scan our tis sues for for eign par ti cles, such as bac te ria, viruses or can cer 

Cancer effects- Can cer can aff ect the den dritic cells in such a way that they 
get lost or be come dys func tional and there fore re searchers are on the look-
out for new ways to gen er ate den dritic cells for ev ery pa tient. 

 z Three es sen tial pro teins (PU.1, IRF8 and BATF3) are suffi  cient to change the 
iden tity of mouse cells and make them den dritic.

Source The Hindu

Chang’e-4 lunar probe mission
Why is it in 
news?

 z China launched a rover destined to land on the far side of the moon.
 z A global first that would boost Beijing’s ambitions to become a space 

superpower.
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More about 
mission

 z The Chang’e-4 lunar probe mission-named after the moon goddess in Chinese 
mythology-launched on a Long March 3B rocket from the southwestern 
Xichang launch center.

 z Chang’e-4 is humanity’s first probe to land on and explore the far side of 
the moon.

 z Unlike the near side of the moon that is “tidally locked” and always faces 
the earth, and offers many flat areas to touch down on, the far side is 
mountainous and rugged.

 z It was not until 1959 that the Soviet Union captured the first images of the 
heavily cratered surface, uncloaking some of the mystery of the moon’s 
“dark side”.

 z No lander or rover has ever touched the surface there, positioning China as 
the first to explore the area. 

Source The Hindu

Method to simulate, predict solar activity
Why is it in 
news?

 z A team of researchers from IISER Kolkata has developed a way of predicting 
the intensity of activity in the next solar cycle (approximately from 2020 to 
2031) using data spread over the last 100 years.

More in news  z Astronomers have observed sunspots on the surface of the sun for nearly 
400 years. 

 z It is known that sunspots follow a cyclic pattern of growing in number and 
disappearing in approximately 11 years, known as the sunspot cycle or the 
sun’s activity cycle. 

 z We are currently in the 24th sunspot cycle since the observation began in 
1755.

 z Contrary to other calculations, they find that the sun’s activity would not dip 
during the next cycle, but it would be similar to the current cycle, perhaps 
even stronger. 

 z They expect the cycle to peak around 2024.
 z The researchers simulated the behavior of the sun using magnetic field 

evolution models and observational data. 
 z They simulate solar activity and using inputs from observed data from one 

cycle, predict the behavior of the sun over the next cycle, about ten years 
in advance.

 z What is the needfor understanding sunspots?
(1) An important reason to understand sunspots is that they affect space weather. 
(2) This refers to the effect of radiation, particle flux and magnetic flux in the region 

around the sun. 
(3) During extreme events, space weather can affect electronics-driven satellite 

controls, communications systems, air traffic over polar routes and even power 
grids. 

(4) The other reason sunspots are interesting is the belief that they are correlated 
with climate on earth. 

(5) A lot of the research in this area focuses on predicting the way the next sunspot 
cycle will shape up – whether the sun will be extremely active and produce 
many sunspots or not.
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Source The Hindu

Punganur cow
Why is it in 
news?

 z According to livestock journals, The Punganur cow, considered one of the 
world’s smallest breeds of cattle, is said to be on the verge of extinction due 
to cross-breeding being conducted by farmers.

Punganur cow  z Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) and the Animal Genetic Resources 
listed the breed as facing extinction.

 z Punganur cow – 
 z Diminutive, with a height of 70 cm to 90 cm.
 z Weighing around 115 to 200 kg. 
 z In comparison, the famous Ongole bull stands tall at 1.70 metres and weighs 

500 kg. 
 z Both breeds trace their origins to Andhra Pradesh.
 z Status symbol -The Punganur cow has become a status symbol in recent 

years as wealthy livestock farmers began buying it, believing it brings good 
luck.

Cattle Breeds  z Indigenous dairy breeds of cattle :
(1) Gir
(2) Red Sindhi
(3) Sahiwal
(4) Deoni

 z 1. Exotic dairy breeds of cattle : 
(1) 1. Jersey
(2) Holstein Friesian
(3) Brown Swiss
(4) Red Dane
(5) Ayrshire
(6) Guernsey

 z Indigenous buffalo breeds : 
(1) Murrah
(2) Surti
(3) Jaffrabadi
(4) Bhadawari
(5) Nili Ravi
(6) Mehsana
(7) Nagpuri
(8) Toda

Rashtriya Gokul 
Mission

 z Objectives: 
(a) Development and conservation of indigenous breeds 
(b) Undertake breed improvement programme for indigenous cattle breeds so as 

to improve the genetic makeup and increase the stock;
(c) Enhance milk production and productivity;
(d) Upgrade nondescript cattle using elite indigenous breeds like Gir, Sahiwal, Rathi, 

Deoni, Tharparkar, Red Sindhi and 
(e) Distribute disease free high genetic merit bulls for natural service.

Source The Hindu, Vikaspedia,PIB
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Blended bio-fuel 
Why is it in 
news?

 z For the first time, an An-32 transport aircraft of the Indian Air Force (IAF) 
flew with blended bio-jet fuel produced from Jatropha oil.

 z It thus created the possibility of gradually expanding it to the entire service 
at some point. 

 z This has the dual benefit of reducing the carbon footprint as well as usage 
of fossil fuels.

More in news  z India had thus joined a league of select nations to have “developed, tested 
and certified” a single step Hydro-processed Renewable Jet (HRJ) process 
to convert non-edible oil into biofuel for use on military aircraft.

 z IAF intended to fly the An-32 with 10% bio-jet fuel at the Republic Day 
flypast on January 26 next year.

 z This bio-jet fuel technology was developed by the Indian Institute of 
Petroleum (IIP) under the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research 
(CSIR) in 2009 and tested between 2011 and 2013.

About biofuel  z What is Biofuel?
 ¾ Biofuel encompasses a range of fuels that can be produced from any 

renewable biological resources, such as plant material.
 ¾ It is most commonly used for transport, home heating, power generation 

from stationary engines, and for cooking.
 z Benefits of biofuel:

(1) The Environmental Benefits of Biofuel:
 z Biofuel absorbs carbon dioxide from the atmosphere when its plant 

matter base (biomass) is grown.  
 z The carbon dioxide is then released back into the atmosphere when the 

fuel is burnt. 
 z The combustion of petrol and diesel produces many different types of 

local air pollutants. 
 z It is anticipated that Bio-based fuels can provide an estimated 80% 

reduction in overall CO2 life cycle emissions compared to fossil fuels.
(2)	Market	benefits:

 z Producing biofuels lessens the dependence on traditional fossil fuels 
and improves diversity of fuel supply. 

 z Sustainable biofuels is an attractive alternative to fossil fuels because 
their production is not limited to locations where fossil fuels can be 
drilled, enabling a more diverse geographic supply.

(3) Additional Benefits:
 z Biofuels are green fuels in that they do not contribute to the carbon 

dioxide (CO2) burden.
 z Biofuel is non-toxic and biodegradable.
 z Unlike petroleum diesel, renewable diesel is derived from a sustainable 

resource that will not run out.
 z Biofuels	burn	more	efficiently	than	petroleum	diesel	and	are	typically	
less	flammable.

Source The Hindu
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1st Israeli spacecraft to moon
Why is it in 
news?

 z Israel preparing to launch the country’s first spacecraft to the moon added 
a special passenger that will accompany the journey.

More in news  z A time capsule of three digital discs-It containing thousands of files was 
ceremoniously placed within the space pod by organisers wearing white 
dust coats at the plant where it is being constructed and tested.

 z They included drawings by children, pictures of Israeli symbols like the flag, 
Israeli songs and a booklet written by a Jewish man of his personal account 
of the Holocaust.

 z Beresheet- The spacecraft, called Beresheet, or Genesis in Hebrew, and 
weighing some 585 kg, is expected to be launched in the coming months.

 z It will be sent via a Falcon 9 rocket of SpaceX firm.
 z If successful it will not only be Israel’s first spacecraft to land on the moon, 

but also the first private one.
 z Israel would be the fourth country to land on the moon.

Source The Hindu

GSAT-7A- ISRO’s ‘angry bird
Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently ISRO launched GSAT-7A which is meant to enhance the 
communication infrastructure of the Indian Air Force on GSLV-F11.

GSAT-7A and 
GSLV-F11

 z GSAT-7A :
(1) Weight- 2,250 kg.
(2) Mission life- 8 years
(3) Orbit- Geostationary Orbit.
(4) Purpose- 

(a)  To provide communication capability to users in Ku-band over the Indian 
region.

(b) To enhance the range of communication and also to aid in aircraft to aircraft 
communication.

 z GSLV-F11:
(1) ISRO’s fourth generation launch vehicle with three stages. 
(2) First stage- The four liquid strap-ons and a solid rocket motor at the core form 

the first stage of the launch vehicle.
(3) Second stage- It is equipped with a high thrust engine using liquid fuel.
(4) Third stage- Cryogenic Upper Stage.

 z The satellite is expected to enable the force to interlink different ground 
radar stations, ground airbase and airborne early warning and control 
(AWACS) aircraft.

 z Ku-band will enable superior aircraft to aircraft communication.
 z The GSLV-F11 injects GSAT-7A into a Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO) 

and it is placed in its final Geostationary Orbit using onboard propulsion 
systems.

 z It is seventh launch of 2018 from Sriharikota and marks the 69th mission of 
GSLV-F11 for ISRO.

 z With this launch ISRO completed 17 missions in year 2018.
Source The Hindu
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IIT Roorkee’s new warning system to alert before earthquake strikes 
Why is it in 
news?

 z Scientists at IIT Roorkee claim to have developed an earthquake early 
warning system that can alert people up to a minute before the quake 
strikes.

More in news  z The system, already deployed in some areas of Uttarakhand, consists of a 
network of sensors that detect different types of seismic waves travelling 
through the layers of the Earth after a quake.

 z Technique:
 ¾ Current techniques of earthquake try to predict it using statistical 

methods, but none of the methods known yet are accurate enough.
 ¾ However, the earthquake early warning system can give people a lead 

time ranging from 10 seconds to a minute.
 z Timing:

 ¾ For a quake originating due to tectonic plate movements in the Himalayan 
region, people in Dehradun will get a warning 11 seconds before the 
tremors, while those in New Delhi will have a longer lead time of about 
a minute.

 z Is this small margin of time will be helpful?
 ¾ While this may not be enough to completely evacuate buildings, such 

warnings can at least allow people to take cover and protect themselves 
from fatal injuries.

 ¾ Other precautions like switching off nuclear power plants, stopping 
metro trains, and cutting off gas supply etc, can be taken care of with a 
minute’s warning.

 z Activation of system:The earthquake warning system will be activated if the 
tremor has a magnitude of more than 6.

 z Cost:
 ¾ The sensors, costing Rs 1.5 lakh each, are being currently imported from 

the US, but India has successfully developed an indigenous version that 
could be made available for Rs 50,000.

 ¾ At least 6,000 sensors would be required to set up the system across 
north India — a region that is at maximum risk of quakes from the 
Himalayan region.

Source Indian express

Gaganyaan programme

Why is it in news?  z The Union Cabinet approved the ambitious Gaganyaan programme, which 
will send three Indian astronauts to space for up to seven days by 2022 at a 
cost of  Rs 10,000 crore.

 z The project was first announced by Prime Minster Narendra Modi in his 
Independence Day speech this year.

 z As part of the programme, two unmanned flights and one manned flight will 
be undertaken.

More in news  z Vyomnauts: Indian astronauts will be called “Vyomnauts” as “Vyom” means “Space” 
in Sanskrit.
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 z Target: The first human space flight demonstration is targeted to be completed 
within 40 months of the sanction date. 

 z Prior preparations: Prior to this, two unmanned flights in full complement 
will be carried out to gain confidence.

 z Launch vehicle: ISRO has developed the launch vehicle GSLV MK-III, which 
has the necessary payload capability to launch athree member crew module 
in low earth orbit.

 z Escape system tested: The ISRO has also tested the crew escape system, an 
essential technology for human space flight. 

 z Life support system and the space suit: Elements of the life support system 
and the space suit have also been realised and tested.

 z Cheapest manned spaceflights in the world: This would be one of the 
cheapest manned spaceflights in the world, with the entire mission, including 
technology development, flight hardware realization and infrastructure, 
estimated to cost no more than ₹10,000 crore.

 z World ranking: The mission would make India the fourth country after 
Russia, the US, and China to launch a manned spaceflight.

Source The Hindu, Live Mint

Bioplastics
All about 
Bioplastics

 z What is Bioplastics?

 z Statistics:
 ¾ Plastic is the third most commonly used petroleum derivative in the 

world; each year 200 million tons of plastic are consumed on the planet. 
 ¾ It comes from a non-renewable source (petroleum), it is contaminating 

and non-biodegradable (it can take more than 1000 years to decompose).
 z Bioplastic: An alternative to traditional plastic-

 ¾ Bioplastics is being promoted, consisting in obtaining natural polymers 
from agricultural, cellulose or potato and corn starch waste. 

 ¾ These are 100% degradable, equally resistant and versatile, already used 
in agriculture, textile industry, medicine.

 z Advantages of bioplastics:
 ¾ They reduce carbon footprint.
 ¾ They providing energy savings in production.
 ¾ They do not involve the consumption of non-renewable raw materials.
 ¾ Their production reduces non-biodegradable waste that contaminates 

the environment.
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 ¾ They do not contain additives that are harmful to health, such as 
phthalates or bisphenol A.

 ¾ They do not change the flavor or scent of the food contained.
 z Key challenge:

 ¾ Reliance on food crops- The reliance on food crops presents a key 
challenge for bioplastics, because these crops are simply not a cost-
competitive alternative to fossil fuels today. 

 ¾ Support from government- Innovation is being driven by policy, such 
as the European Union’s 2015 action plan towards a circular economy. 
Given the high cost and technological barriers the bioplastics industry 
needs support.

Source The Hindu
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Ex Cope India-18
Why is it in 
news?

 z The Air Forces of India and the U.S. begin a 12-day military exercise in 
Kalaikunda and Panagarh air bases in West Bengal with an aim to enhance 
operational coordination.

Ex Cope India-18  z The ‘Ex Cope India-18’ will be the fourth edition in the series of bilateral 
drills between the Indian Air Force and the U.S. Air Force. 

 z This is for the first time, the exercise is being held at two Air Force bases.
 z Aim of the exercise is to provide operational exposure and undertake mutual 

exchange of best practices towards enhancing operational capability.
Source The Hindu

Admiral Grigorovich-class frigates
Why is it in 
news?

 z The first of the four Admiral Grigorovich-class (Project 11356) guided missile 
stealth frigates is likely to be inducted into the Indian Navy in the next three 
years.

More in news  z Two of the frigates that are an advanced version of the Indian Talwar-class 
guided missile frigates will be built in Russia’s Baltic Coast Yantar Shipyard 
and the remaining two will be built at Goa Shipyard on technology transfer. 

 z Admiral Grigorovich-class frigates will have an array of a weapon system that 
includes artillery guns, strike missile and radar-controlled air defensesystems 
with provisions for torpedo tubes. 

 z Sources also said that the 4,000-odd tonne frigates can be armed with 
Brahmos cruise missile system.

 z Two Sindhughosh-class submarines- Sindhukesari and Sindhuraj, are 
undergoing a medium refit at a shipyard in Russia.

 z After refit, their active operational lifespan will be enhanced for a further 
period of 7 to 10 years. 

 z The combat power of the Kilo-class diesel-electric submarines will also be 
enhanced substantially after the refit. 

 z Second Akula-class nuclear-powered attack submarine (SSN), may also be 
leased to India by the Russian Federation Navy. 

 z India already operates a leased Akula-class SSN, INS Chakra, which is based 
at Eastern Naval Command.

Ongoing exercises-
 z INDRA-NAVY-18- The bilateral maritime exercise between Indian Navy and 

Russian Federation Navy.
 z Cope India 2018- The 12day joint exercise between the U.S. and Indian Air 

Force.
Source The Hindu

Internal Security 7
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Submarine rescue system
Why is it in 
news?

 z The In dian Navy joined a select group of naval forces in the world when it 
in ducted its first non-teth ered Deep Sub mer gence Res cue Vehi cle (DSRV) 
sys tem.

 z The DSRV is used to res cue crew mem bers from sub marines stranded un der 
wa ter in the high seas.

Deep Sub mer-
gence Res cue 
Vehi cle (DSRV) 
sys tem

 z The DSRV can be oper ated at a depth of 650 me tres and can res cue 14 peo-
ple at a time. 

 z The state-of-the-art sys tem is also equipped with a de com pres sion cham ber 
that can ac com mo date sub mariners and a re motely oper ated ve hi cle (ROV).

 z It can be used to beam im ages and pro vide im me di ate as sis tance. 
 z The West ern Naval Com mand had re cently suc cess fully held tri als with ac-

tual sim u la tions with diff er ent classes of sub marines.
 z Res cue across the globe- The DSRV can also be trans ported by air, en abling 

it to con duct res cue op er a tions across the globe.
 z In dian Navy had signed a ₹2,000 crore con tract with the U.K. based James 

Fisher De fence (JFD) for two sub ma rine res cue sys tems as well as main te-
nance for 25 years.

Source The Hindu

Information Fusion Centre (IFC) for the Indian Ocean Region (IOR)
Why is it in 
news?

 z The Navy will formally inaugurate the Information Fusion Centre (IFC) for 
the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) later this week.

 z Through this Centre, information on “white shipping”, or commercial 
shipping, will be exchanged with countries in the region to improve maritime 
domain awareness in the Indian Ocean.

Information 
Fusion Centre 
(IFC) for the 
Indian Ocean 
Region (IOR)

 z IFC-IOR is established with the vision of strengthening maritime security in 
the region and beyond, by building a common coherent maritime situation 
picture and acting as a maritime information hub for the region.

 z IFC has been established at the Navy’s Information Management and 
Analysis Centre (IMAC) in Gurugram.

 z It is the single point centre linking all the coastal radar chains to generate a 
seamless real-time picture of the nearly 7,500-km coastline.

 z Information exchange at the Centre would be initially undertaken by virtual 
means, telephone calls, faxes, e-mails and video conferencing.

 z To enable better interconnection, quicker analysis of information and timely 
inputs, the IFC-IOR would host liaison officers from foreign countries.

 z The Centre would undertake conduct of exercises and training capsules in 
maritime information collection and sharing.

 z Establishment of the IFR-IRO would ensure that the entire region is benefited 
by mutual collaboration and exchange of information and understanding 
the concerns and threats which are prevalent in the region.

Source The Hindu
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Indian Air Force (IAF)
Why is it in 
news?

 z Indian Air Force (IAF) in its recent demonstration of its ‘rapid airlift capability’ 
during war and natural disasters airlifted a record 463 tonnes of load from 
Chandigarh to airfields and drop zones in the Ladakh region in a single wave.

 z This assumes greater significance in short and intense wars, disaster 
management.

IAF  z Western Air Command (WAC) : 
(1) Responsibility- The WAC is entrusted with the maintenance of the entire 

northern region of the country.
(2) Major operations handled by WAC are- Kashmir Operations 1947-48, Sino-

Indian Conflict 1962, Indo-Pak War 1965, Indo-Pak War 1971, Operation 
Pawan 1986 (Sri Lanka) and Operation Safed Sagar 1999 (Kargil). 

 z Basics Organisation Set up :
 ¾ Indian Air Force is headquartered in New Delhi. 
 ¾ For effective command and control, the IAF has seven command, under 

which there are different stations and units located at various places 
throughout the country. 

 z Quarter of aster :
(1) Western Air Command
(2) Eastern Air Command
(3) Central Air Command
(4) South Western Air Command
(5) Southern Air Command
(6) Training Command
(7) Maintenance Command

Source The Hindu, Indianairforce

Advanced Towed Artillery Gun System (ATAGS)
Why is it in 
news?

 z The development of the indigenously designed heavy artillery gun, the 
Advanced Towed Artillery Gun System (ATAGS), has advanced to a stage.

 z  The user assisted trials of the gun are likely to start by June 2019 and 
the Army has begun finalising the Preliminary Specifications Qualitative 
Requirements (PSQR).

Advanced Towed 
Artillery Gun 
System (ATAGS)

 z Specification- 155mm, 52 cabbie guns.
 z Developed by- Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) in 

a consortium model.
 z Private partners- One prototype has been built in partnership with Tata 

Power (Strategic Engineering Division) and another with Bharat.
 z Two guns from each company are undergoing trials; two more guns to join 

trials later.
 z There is a sanction for production of 10 guns as part of the development process.
 z The gun currently weighs about 18 tonnes while the Ideal weight Is 14-15 

tonnes.
 z The gun is presently under-gong development trials, User assisted trials will 

begin from May-June 2019.
 z Key features : 
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(1) Electric drive
(2) High mobility
(3) Quick deployability
(4) Auxiliary power mode
(5) Advanced communication system 
(6) Automated command and control system
(7) Six round magazine Instead of a standard three round magazine

Source The Hindu

Bogibeel project
Why is it in 
news?

 z Bogibeel rail-cum-road bridge, 4.94-km-long structure, India’s longest rail-
cum-road bridge across the Brahmaputra set to be inaugurated by PM.

Bogibeel rail-
cum-road bridge

 z A major challenge in the construction of the Bogibeel rail-cum-road bridge 
was finding the required skilled manpower, and convincing the personnel to 
work in the hostile conditions of Upper Assam.

 z The 4.94-km-long structure, India’s longest rail-cum-road bridge across the 
Brahmaputra, will help the Indian armed forces move men and material to 
Arunachal Pradesh in a faster manner. It will also benefit the Indian Railways, 
as it will help reduce the distance between Assam and Arunachal Pradesh 
by 600 km.

 z The design of the ₹4,857 crore bridge is such that, unlike a normal steel 
bridge, it did not require the use of a single nut or bolt. 

 z Bolts and rivets that are normally used in a steel bridge require periodic 
replacement due to shear failure over traffic loads.

 z In the Bogibeel bridge, construction of trusses using welding has made the 
connection between components a permanent one, eliminating the above failures.

 z The structure is India’s first fully-welded bridge, which will protect it from 
harsh weather.

Source The Hindu
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